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Listen to the following passage.
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@ TEST 12

@ TEST 13

BT BEEREWANEX

@ TEST 1

Dining Customs in the USA

Americans, like many people elsewhere in the world,/ like to invite friends to their
homes for an evening of food, drink and conversation./ Formal dinners in fine homes
and hotels in the U.S./ are much the same as formal dinners anywhere in the world. /

But as most people in the U.S. have no servants,/ their dinner parties at home

tend to be informal./ Guests may sit down at a table,/ or as many new small homes
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have no separate dining room or very small dining space./ Guests can also serve
themselves and eat in the living room,/ holding their plates or trays on their knees.

A more enjoyable form of entertainment is the picnic./ Americans are great
picnickers and almost every family has a picnic basket./ Summer invitations are often
for a picnic at a park or in the open countryside,/unless hamburgers or hot dogs are
cooked over a fire. / Picnic food is usually cold. /
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@ TEST 2

Old Age

Many people mistakenly believe that old age is a time of increased illness and
loneliness. / In fact, people do not suddenly change/ when they reach the age of 60 or
65./ Furthermore, although more parents and their married children live in separate
households than ever before,/ this is usually by choice. / It is not because children now
tend to neglect their parents when they become old./ It is also wrong to believe/ that
old age seriously affects a person’s mental abilities. / There is clear proof/ that people
who were eager to learn/ and who welcomed new experiences in their middle age,/
continue to do so in old age./ It is true that older people tend to take longer to learn
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something new than young people./ Nevertheless, if they are given sufficient time,/
they learn as well as young people do. /
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@ TEST 3

Bell

In ancient times all over the world,/ it was believed that evil spirits could put up
with/ just about anything except the clanging of the bell. / Over time, the bell itself,
even when not ringing,/ came to be regarded as a powerful lucky symbol. / Because it is
suspended in a hanging position,/ it takes on the representation of all life suspended
between heaven and earth. / its vault-like shape has become a symbol of heaven. / Bells
are used in Christian churches as well as Hindu/ and Buddhist temples as a means of
keeping evils away./ The bell tolled at funerals is now explained as a signal to the
living/ that a soul is passing to the other side/ and should be accompanied by prayers. /
But originally the tolling was intended to prevent/ evil forces from interfering with the
soul’s heavenward journey. /
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@ TEST 4

The Railways in Britain

The success of early railways, such as the lines between big cities,/ led to a great
increase in railway building in Victorian times./ Between 1835 and 1865 about 25,000
kilometers of track were built,/ and over 100 railway companies were created. /

Railway travel transformed people’s lives./ Trains were first designed to carry
goods. / However, a law in the 19th century forced railway companies to run one cheap
train a day/ which stopped at every station and cost only a penny a mile. / Soon working
class passengers found they could afford to travel by rail. / Cheap Day Excursion trains
became popular and seaside resorts grew rapidly. /

The railways also provided thousands of new jobs:/ building carriages, running the
railways and repairing the track. /

Railways even changed the time./ The need to run the railways on time meant/
that local time was abolished and the clocks showed the same time all over the country. /
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@ TEST 5

Graduation Ceremonies

May and June are the months when most American colleges and universities hold
their commencements. / These ceremonies are a time for family and friends/ to gather
and celebrate a students’s completion of an academic degree.

Most ceremonies are traditional./ The students wear caps and gowns over their
clothing. / One by one, their names are called. / They go to the front, shake hands with
school officials/ and receive a document of some kind. /
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@ TEST 6

Plastic

We use plastic wrap to protect our foods./ We put our garbage in plastic bags or
plastic cans./ We sit on plastic chairs, play with plastic toys,/ drinking from plastic
cups, and wash our hair with shampoo from plastic bottles. /

Plastic does not grow in nature. It is made by mixing certain things together./ We
call it a produced or manufactured material. / Plastic was first made in the 1860s from
plants, such as wood and cotton./ That plastic was soft and burned easily. /

The first modern plastics were made in the 1930s./ Most clear plastic starts out as
thick, black oil. / That plastic coating inside a pan begins as natural gas. /

Over the years, hundreds of different plastics have been developed./ Some are
hard and strong. Some are soft and bendable. Some are clear. Some are many-colored. /
There is a plastic for almost every need. Scientists continue to experiment with

plastics. / They hope to find even more ways to use them. /
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@ TEST 7

‘Music

Music is the abstract art of arranging vocal or instrumental sounds/ in a manner
that produces a flowing,/ unified and thoughtful composition that has melody,
harmony, rhythm./ In contrast to the other arts, music is not a readily tangible form of
expression. / Music may be called both the most mathematlcal and the most abstract of
the arts./ Unlike words, 1mages, or dance, however,/ musical tones in themselves
have no concrete associations,/ and only gain meaning when they are combined into
patterns./ Through the centuries various philosophers have attempted to integrate
theories/ on the essence of music with their particular world views./ Many non-
Western cultures and some Western writers as well have perceived it as an inherently
mystical force,/ able to unlock elemental truths or principles/ that cannot be translated
into written or graphic form./ Music is an important part of our lives,/ and has been an
important part of every civilization known to man.
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