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The History and Culture of Yunnan University Series

Foreword

The spring of 2013 is ushering in Yunnan University's 90" anniversary of founding. We take pride in its role as a disseminator of civilization.

Located in the “Spring City” of Kunming, Yunnan University was founded in 1922 and began to enroll students the next year. Ninety years
later, it has now become a member of China's “Project211,” a key university involved in China’s national drive to develop the western
regions, a key university to benefit from focused support from the People s Government of Yunnan and the Ministry of Education, a participant
of the “Central-eastern Chinese Universities Capacity—building Project,” and a participant of the “Central-western Chinese Universities
Comprehensive Capacity Promotion Project.” In the history of China's higher education development, Yunnan University has epitomized the

core values of higher learning and created its own history with prominent characteristics.

Yunnan University has taken a leading role in terms of regional academic endeavors. It commits to “Wisdom from Many and Justice
for All" by “taking a foothold in the southwestern frontiers, serving the people of Yunnan, promoting academic strengths, and
developing distinct features.” It adheres to the values of “Self-esteem, Knowledge Extended via Investigations, Justice and Persistent
Practice,” and has educated numerous talents for the nation. It has thus become a university role model that contributes to the realization of

a great national dream.

Pursuing its ambitions during the past 9 decades, Yunnan University has created inspiring traditions. It is now taking unwavering steps
to becoming a regional high—level research—oriented comprehensive university; it is committed to promoting its capacities, consolidating its

foundation, optimizing its structure, and giving full play to its strengths in order to achieve rational and harmonious development.

To pay due tribute to the spirit and accomplishments of Yunnan University, we edited the three—volume commemorative series entitled The
History and Culture of Yunnan University, and the three volumes are respecti\)ely entitled Yunnan University, Memories of Yunnan University,
and Yunnan University in Archives. A combination of history and comments, sentiments and memory, these are collections of photos, articles,
and historical documents which present a multifaceted story of Yunnan University' s glorious past. The themes, style, and contents of these
volumes may differ, but they all draw the reader’ s attention in one direction. Nothing would gratify us more than to know that these volumes

are enjoyable to read.

Yunnan University was founded 90 years ago to serve the nation; 90 years later, it continues to contribute to the building of a prospering China.
The past 90 years saw Yunnan University ' s incessant development that has been one with China’s and the Chinese people’s steady
movement forward. Our past informs our future. We as members of Yunnan University are full of hope for a better Yunnan University in ten

years when Yunnan University celebrates its centennial anniversary of founding.

Liu Shaohuai, He Tianchun
April 2013
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Self-esteem, Knowledge Extended via Investigations, Justice, and Persistent Practice

201 3 S -H SRR ( 2012—2013 )

The 90" Anniversary Celebration of Yunnan University (2012-2013)
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Yunnan University (under the Central Yunnan University (under Yunnan
Higher Education Ministry) (1950) Provincial Government) (1958—)

- sl 19 3 BT REIAS
19 3 4 i . National Yunnan University (1938)
BN REAFE

Provincial Yunnan University (1934)
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Provincial University of the Eastern Land (1930)
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Private University of the Eastern Land (1922)
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Inscriptions by Li Peng, the then Member of the Standing
Committee of CPC Central Politburo, Premier of the State Council
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Inscriptions by Jiang Zemin, the then Secretary General of

the CPC Central Committee, President of PRC, Chairman
of the Central Military Commission
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Hu Jintao inspecting Yunnan University
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Wei Jianxing inspecting Yunnan University Li Langing inspecting Yunnan University
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Wu Bangguo inspecting Yunnan University Li Changchun visiting Yunnan University' s

Confucius Institute in Bangladesh
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Hui Liangyu attending the 16t World Congress
of IUAES at Yunnan University

YEI KRR CHRE RS R KRR R SRRIE
Bis  ERFRENESHBEERFRTIF , FURIR
FHAXIEERSHRATIR

Yuan Guiren, Minister of MOE, attended the conference
initiating the regional development and poverty-alleviation
campaigns in the border areas of West Yunnan. He required
that Yunnan University should go all out to participate in the
campaigns.




PHZFEFRICEIER (P ) HIERIRESTE ZEEERKELCE () HIEEIRESTE
Qin Guangrong (middle), Secretary General of the CPC Yunnan Li Jiheng (middle), Governor of Yunnan Province, inspecting
Provincial Committee, inspecting Yunnan University Yunnan University

PHEFEZEIBICN (f ) BIERIAFE T BBERIRS
Qiu He (right), vice Secretary General of the CPC Yunnan Provincial

Committee, arriving at Yunnan University to give a speech on current situation and policies to
students of the University
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Secretary of the CPC Yunnan University Committee; Liu Shachual
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At the new historical starting point, we will carry forward
Yunnan University’ s spirit of “Wisdom from Many and Justice
for All." Guaranteed by the Party construction work, we will
implement the strategies of innovation, human resource
reinforcement, specific—preference programs promotion,
cooperative construction, and internationalization, so as to raise
the level of education and to facilitate the scientific, accelerated,
and harmonious development of the University. We will be united
and determined to turn Yunnan University into a regional high—
level research—oriented university that is “best in West China,
advanced in the whole country, and famous throughout the
world", paving the way for its progress into the circle of top

universities in China.
A RLE

B AR

President of Yunnan University: Lin Wenxun
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The period of the 12" “Five-Year Plan" is of strategic
significance to Yunnan University. WWe must grasp the important
opportunities along with the new phase of “Project 211, " and
with the National Projects to reinforce “capacity construction”  and

“comprehensive strengths” of the Central and West China’ s
universities. We will strengthen the construction, optimize the
structure, and exploit the advantages so as to improve the whole
level of curriculum, education, research, social service, cultural
inheritance and innovation, and internalization. We are dedicated
to the better and faster advancement of the University so that we
can make more contributions to the national and regional economic

development.
a)g, X &
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About Yunnan

University

Yunnan University is located in Kunming, a city renowned for its
spring-like weather all the year round. The precursor of Yunnan University,
“Private University of the Eastern Land" was founded in December 1922.
Later, it was renamed Provincial Yunnan University in 1934, and National
Yunnan University in 1938. It is one of the earfiest comprehensive universities
in southwest China. In 1978, it was ranked by the State Council as one of the
88 national key universities.
Since the 1990s, Yunnan University has won the membership of
“Project 211,” has become one of the higher education institutions in
westemn and ethnic minority inhabited areas that enjoys intensive support
from the Ministry of Education and has been jointly supported by central and
local governments.

Since the 11" “Five-year Plan,” Yunnan University has been striving to
build a regional high—level research-oriented comprehensive university and
to become one of top universities in China. Its plan for the third phase of

“Project 211" has been approved of and it has been chosen as one of the
universities supported by the “Project of Promoting Comprehensive
Strengths of Universities in Central and West China."

Thanks to its geographical advantages, eminent educational tradition and
rich cultural heritage over a long history of 90 years, Yunnan University has
now gathered a galaxy of talents in liberal arts, science, law, technology,
economics, agriculture, medicine, business administration, and fine arts, and
has developed into a comprehensive modern university featuring ethnology,
biology, resource development and environmental protection, study of
frontier issues and Southeast Asia and South Asia studies.
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Yunnan University now has 20 schools, 8 research institutes, 1 General Teaching Department, and 1 College of International Students. The

University now has an enrollment of 14,975 undergraduate students and 14,092 graduate students. It has a staff of 2,837, including 1,669 faculty

members. The old campus in downtown Kunming and the new campus in Chenggong District altogether cover 300 hectares, on which

classroom facilities occupy 814,000 m?. The total value of teaching and research instrument and equipment amounts to 400 million Yuan. The

university library, with a collection of 3 million volumes, is the host node of CERNET in Yunnan.

“Wisdom

and develop in a scientific

Yunnan University will stick to its spirit of
from Many and Justice for All"
way, highlighting rule of law, establishment by virtue,
developing by relying on academic research and talents. It
will continue to explore the formation of modern university
system, enhance its academic strengths, improve its
education quality, strengthen its research capacity and social
services, promoting its cultural inheritance and innovation
capability. It is now working hard to become a regional
high—level research—oriented comprehensive university that is

“best in West China, advanced in the whole country, and

famous throughout the world."”
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