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Preface

Cities and countryside all around the world are dotted with diverse beautiful bridges, suspending in deep valleys, standing
on plains, floating upon rivers and lakes, or inserting into urban buildings. They bring architecture, art, science and technology
harmoniously together, becoming the image carrier of the history.

What is the charm of bridge? Is it an impulse of leaping in human mind, or a mark of human conquest of nature? There may

\)&3 many answers, but it is widely acknowledged that different types of bridge will bring different senses of beauty and charm.

The human design of bridge represents not only the development of science and technology, but also a sublimation of design
and creation. Bridge designers of the time integrate architectural art and structure technique, creating bridges of larger scale,
more beautiful modeling, and more spectacular than ever. They have demonstrated admirable standard of construction and
artistic achievements, as well as profound meaning from the past, contemporary and future of bridges from countries around the
world.

The history of human bridge construction ean be dated back to the existence of human being. The history of bridge is also the
history of human existence. In ancient times, primitive men put the tree trunk across both sides of a river to go across and chase
their prey. Therefore, the history of bridge is the history of human development.

The bridges today are a concentrated reflection of contemporary science and technology development. Large and super-large
bridges embody creativity of mankind with their grand and magnificent shocking images. There are various types of bridges,
including beam bridge built with piers in water connected to beam on the top, with single or multiple spans; pontoon bridge with
boat or other floater as bridge pile; suspension bridge referring to suspension bridge and cable-stayed bridge which are built on
moat; arch bridge which uses arch as the main bearing structure; and overpass with the purpose of avoiding traffic interference
when traffic lines cross (such as road, railways, etc.); and especially urban pedestrian bridge on which architects put their
creativity into full play and reflect artistic style, adding beauty and grace to urban landscape.

In recent years, the affiliated functions of bridge have been developed unceasingly, such as water and heat supply realized by
the electricity energy accumulated from solar power equipment on bridge, design of bridge business center, rainwater collection
and recycle system and so on. Bridge designers have paid more attention to the ecological and low carbon design concepts, as
well as the usage of high technology.

Through investigating the track of human bridge development history, verifying and drawing bridges from other countries,
perceiving and comprehending this special kind of construction work, after the completion of Bridges in China—Architectural
Fainting Selection by Department of Environmental Art Design from College of Art and Design, Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts,
students continued to complete another book of “the bridge series” — Bridges in the World— Architectural Painting Selection
— in the summer holiday of 2013 and their extracurricular time.

Bridges in the World—Architectural Fainting Selection presents not only bridges, but also unique landscape. Students use
pen drawing to demonstrate the vigor and conciseness of bridges. Due to the students’ lack of the expression ability and
deep understanding of history of world bridges, plus the limitation of time and space, there are inevitable fallacies in terms
of the selection and verification of the bridge that requires improvement through in-depth study in the future. However, the
monumental images of bridges with the perfect combination of artistic beauty and science and technology after devoted learning
and diligent drawing will leave a memorable mark in the mind of the future designers, which is the pygmy effort we can do for
the persistence of human bridge culture.

The publish of Bridges in the World—Architectural Fainting Selection was supported and subsidized by Shenzhen Yuxuan
Decoration Group. I would like to extend my deepest gratitude for their support for students’ professional studies.

Professor Peng Jun

Deputy Dean of College of Art and Design, Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts
Director of Department of Environmental Art Design

January 1st, 2014
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