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Preface

A Revolution that Looks Down

Chen Weli

In the summer of 1995, 1 took my students to map the ancient architectural structures
in Gaovou, a canal city in ancient times. Gaoyou, known for having an ancient post
office, still keeps a plain and honest aura at the end of the 20th century, though
commercial activities became increasingly important to the city. When visiting the dam
between the river and the city, I would always wonder about the historical development
of the canal. the city, and the architectural structures in the city. That starts my study of
the topic.

Before embarking on the study. I was part of a National Natural Science Foundation
project led by Professor PAN Guxi that studies the historical rendezvous cities
bordering the Betjing-Hangzhou Grand Canal built in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties,
which enlightened me to the fact that these canal cities and their architectural structures
have played an important role in shaping up the development pattern of the late feudal
society. At that time, the Grand Canal was the most important means of transportation,
which not only controlled the lifeline that ships food grains from the south to the north
and served as an important channel for delivering the emperor’s orders or instructions
to the local authorities. but also provided the momentum to spur up the development
of canal cities and their architectural structures. To deepen my understanding of this,
I applied in 2002 for a National Natural Science Foundation project to study the
historical cities bordering the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal built in the Yuan and
Ming Dynasties and their architectural structures. I was granted in 2003 to start the
study together with my students. The project was successtully completed in 2005.
However, the study will not simply stop at that point, as the topic involves numerous
historical facets that one needs to sort out the core. in an attempt to view the things
from a historical perspective.

Fundamentally speaking. the development of the canal cities and their architectural
structures manifests a core value that i1s bound to trespass the traditional boundaries
or concepts about the north and the south, created a greater region for the political,
cultural and economic integration, which in turn played an important role in the
development of the late feudal society. One of the changes brought up by the canal is
a revolution that looks down. That means the growth and development of the canal
cities and their architectural structures became less affected by the hicrarchy system,



5
R T 8y

P A

19954 58, FRati A0 A Az il adn Ly e e g il 223 oty e 50
wa L X AN DRI 15 24 04 . £ 20 20 AR DR IRUTEAR L ilr R R BTG Sl
W R AR T L R DB, P LR A I g R
i R ARSI Dy 0 & R SRRy 73X R FLD) G TR XA PR R

2, FEE AR R U B R IR A AR R G it L (o e AR
QEFE - G ) ORI T st S VA G DR T s
(RN SN SRl B AT A1 SR e R R 21 8 wad /OB I G A R S [ A U e 1
RUHRAE D] A i K dz i 1 A b o B0 A3 Jr o, AU Ik iz iy ik
PAL FaknyfLI i iy shiv 2k iy R ST AR A ey a4 - fE s AU
1.&ymmmmm%mﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ§m%wm C W S Y2 A
ST, 20034 4K E. JFRIFRAGOFSE AT R R IT AL 200541301 H i
F IS 1N (AR A S N PN & o 1 B M 7 v 7 R S 1L 7/ G S s e
FRMAEE |, IR 558 s

MARAS 1358, Rty S A A e, R O s i LA b
BRI, SRBEGR . SR RIZEE IR SOR AR by, (E B 2ol A4 1
TR oz e K Zhinidiok “HOGm R, Bkl
H e SOOI RN, 2 G A AT, i IR G L 2 e RIRR G Y

(2 W D AT | A I s I L AP ST ) [T A VU EE L W S R =W



but rather enjoyed a rapid, diversified and integrated development. The development is
dominated by commercial activities, with the canal economy as the momentum.

When viewing the canal cities from the perspective of architectural history, one
has to admit that architectural structures built to serve commercial or functional
activities arc traditionally ignored in architectural history studies due to the inherent
Chimese traditional concept about architectural structures. As a result. it is extremely
difficult for one to find the traces of commercial or functional architectural structures
in ancient Jiteratures or in the papers dealing with the history of architecture. They
are barely mentioned even in generic monographs, such as The History of Chinese
Architecture. However, history reveals the fact that the majority of intelligentsias
in the Song Dynasty and after came from merchants’ familtics, which blurred the
demarcation between intelligentsia and merchants. The novelty ot Complete Works of
YANGMING written by WANG Yangming is that the author believes the equal footing
of intelligentsia, farmers, workers, and merchants before Taoism, and that they are not
superior or inferior from one another. His philosophy of conscience became known
to intelligentsia, farmers, workers, and merchants, and is the theoretical basis for the
doctrine of "people in the streets are the saints”. As a result, the way of doing business
becomes a social conscience. In the context of social development, the commercial
cconomy that made its debut in the late feudal society played an irreversible role in
promoting commercial activities. In this context, the canal cities and their architectural
structures can serve as the best platforms to study and examine the phenomenon. They
are also the voids that need to fill in when writing a generic history for ancient Chinese
architectures.

Canal is an artificial river dug out by humans for survival, for development. and for
changing nature. There are numerous canals in diversified forms in the world. While
created to meet the needs of economic development, they also bred out and spread the
cultures. Some of the canals have been abandoned or simply disappeared. However, the
intangible cultures created by these canals survived the time and space. It works like
an old philosophical saying “constantly flowing water never stops™. While discussing
the canal cities and their architectural structures, we would also bring to our readers the
changed intelligentsia cultures because of the revolution that looks down.
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In ancient China, canals were changing. Their risc or decline is not entirely the
results of human doing. However, the cultures stemmed trom the development of
the canals have a surprisingly strong vitality. The street culture prevailed in the canal
cities in ancient China became so eye-catching and gorgeous n the late stage that it
influenced and enriched intelligentsia cultural system. The street culture has plaved a
role quite similar to the one played by the unique Florence urban culture in ltaly that
had a direct bearing on the uprising of the European Renaissance. This makes another
facet of my interest to understand a revolution that looks down.

On the other hand, one would wonder if there had been a history from below in the
late Chinese feudal society. This depends on if the grassroots structure has eventually
shaped up grassroots politics. The answer is apparently No. Farmers and citizens i the
grassroots did not create their own politics, neither did the intelligentsia class. They
have developed the consciousness of fighting the power politics, and the sclf-awareness
of seeking for truth. However. they never went beyond that. That explains the fact that
ancient China bred out the seeds of capitalism. but never came to the point that would
further to a renaissance campaign, let along the capitalism.

Today’s China enjoys a flourishing economic growth. One would wonder it the
development would also bring out a great culture. The purpose of studying history 1s
to learn ancient wisdoms while focusing on the reahity on the ground, promoting the
progress and development of human society. 1 hope the publication of this book will
achieve the purpose.

Drafted in the winter of 2007
Revised on December 12, 2009

Finalized n the summer of 2012 at the Orchid Garden, Nanjing
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Chinese ancient canals had their heyday in the Sui, Tang, Yuan and
Ming Dynasties. The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, also known as
the Grand Canal, was mainly built and heavily used during the Yuan,
Ming and Qing Dynasties. The Grand Canal made a sophisticated
water shipping route that involves not only the rivers but also the
land and the sea. It runs from Beijing in the north to Hangzhou in
the south, covering a course as long as 1800km that connects four
major river basins, including the Yellow River, Huai River, Yangtze
River, and Qiantang River (Fig. 1). Technically, it runs the shortest
distance covering the most prosperous coastal areas in castern China,
facilitating the communications between the political and economic
centers in the country (Fig. 2). The time frame covered by this book,
though basically focusing on the dynasties mentioned above. would
stretch a bit further to refer to the origin of the Grand Canal and
some major events occurred after that. In this context, when referring
to Yangzhou that has a close link to the canal, we prepared some
historical facts on the Han City and Hangou in the Spring and Autumn
Period. Meanwhile, an alley named Rong in Wuxi that used to be the
cradle of modern industry started by the Rong’s Family also has a
canal story. These ‘edges” would betray the traces of ups and downs of
the Grand Canal, and hence became a natural part of the study.

Spatially speaking, the Grand Canal is a national “highway’ that
runs from the north to the south, covering the country's political
and economic centers in the east. Before the Yuan Dynasty, China’s
political center would be shifted here and there along the Yellow River
and the Yangtze River, suggesting that at the time major historical
cities were built along the east-west river systems, including the Grand
Canal built in the Sui and Tang Dynasties. In this context, the rise of
these cities and the construction of new buildings along the Grand
Canal in the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties started a process that
would change the role of the edge and the center, though bit by bit.
A revolution that looks down as such brought up system renovation,
cultural diversity, and economic development that left a huge impact
on the development afterwards. This book is designed to show the
cities and their architectural structures that are barely mentioned or
simply neglected, and became an ‘edge’ in the studies of Chinese
architectural history.

When studying the management system of the Grand Canal, one
became sensitive to the combination of the center (central) and the
edge (local), an exemplary model of duality in ancient Chinese history
of management. For example, the then canal transport management is
something like today’s Ministry of Communications, under the direct
jurisdiction of the central government. In the early Yuan Dynasty, a
canal transport management division was created to take care of the
relay of canal water and land transport from the south to the north
under an agency called Zhong Yang Hu Bu, a central government
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agency equivalent to today’s Ministry of Finance. The river course
management is the responsibility of a government agency equivalent
to today’s Ministry of Water Resources. Apart from the management
exercised by central government officials, local officials played a large
part in managing the river course in the locality. Management bodies
were mostly set up for the sections that have a large water level gap
and numerous water gates. That explains why we would choose some
small townships, such as Taicang and Nanwang as the objects, as the
former started the water transport, while the latter started another water
transport course having the largest water level gaps. Huai'an stands as
the conjunction between the two. When studying the physical urban
areas and their architectural structures, one has to deal with them along
the management practice exercised by the central and local authorities.
Meanwhile, some geographic knowledge is needed to define the logic
lines of the physical things.

One also can see the shift from the edge to the center in the context
of physical urban areas and their architectural structures. For example,
clubs would be initially built on the edge of a city that borders the
river, or a place that sees bustling commercial activities, such as
in Suzhou. Thanks to their increased contributions to the city, the
increased preferential treatments offered by the local government, and
their enhanced social and political status, merchants would later prefer
to build their residence or clubs near the city center, such as Huai'an
canal governor’s residence. The residence was initially built nearing
the canal, before moving to the city center, and further to the central
axis of the city. Consequentially, the cities, sections, and architectural
structures along the Grand Canal would present a landscape that shows
the development pattern and tastes of the cities, or the ‘edge style” as |
termed. This book spared quite some space to discuss the ‘edge style’.
On the one hand, the cities, sections, and architectural structures
discussed would have an ‘edge style’ one way or another. On the
other hand, they are defined by the local culture. The communications
between the north and the south, the marriage of different cultures, and
the rapid economic development brought up a political stability that
led to the final dazzling magnificence of the Chinese feudal society.
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