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This collection of stories, photographs and poetry is an 80th
birthday present for Dr. James Hudson Taylor IIl. Respectfully
addressed as “laohuaqiao” (the old overseas Chinese) among
his many national friends, he is affectionately known to friends
and colleagues simply as Jim or Dr T, our friend, brother, pastor
and mentor. The articles, gathered from the MSI Bulletin®, also
commemorate Jim’s visionary leadership in the founding and
development of MSI, a work he began after “retirement™ at 65!

An important force that has kept him going for the past
15 years must surely be his beloved Leone. While Jim worked
tirelessly to pioneer this new work, spending long hours building
relationships and inspiring others, Leone served quietly in the
background managing Jim’s hectic schedule and working on the
mundane but critical task of keeping the office accounts. She
kept Jim up to date with the administrative team and on top of his
travels. Most significantly, she kept him on the ground for much
needed rest when the demands of yet another trip beckoned.

Jim is the great grandson of Hudson Taylor, founder of
the China Inland Mission (CIM), an organization that has had
a significant impact on the church in China and her mission

@ Full versions of these stories and many more inspirational articles can
be found on MSI" s web site www.msips.org.



movement. CIM understood early on the importance
of providing holistic service to the people of China,
especially those in the hinterland, and the need to pay
close attention to the local context. This background
significantly influenced Jim’s founding of MSI.

With advanced studies in Chinese History and years
of experience as pastor, seminary founder and mission
leader, Jim had to shift gears in setting up MSI. He became
mentor to a group of enthusiastic hospital-based doctors,
guiding them in their “conversion experience” to move
away from highly specialized medicine to serving in
community health. From there, he further reached out to.
inspire educators, finance and business managers, then
youth workers and farmers, on the way learning about
grass seed, animal feed and fencing, as well as well-
digging and biogas toilets!

In pioneering the work of MSI, Jim had the foresight
to recognize old problems from new angles. He patiently
endured painful criticism and disapproval from various
quarters in implementing his ideas. The process was further
complicated by the local context, where expressions of
Christian faith needed to be adapted to the socio-political
climate. Jim and his team had to literally “feel the stones
while crossing the river”. He dared to take a risk for God.




With steadfastness and integrity, Jim shared his vision,
seeking to encourage Christian professionals to willingly lay
down their lives; not to give up their professions, but to give their
professions in service. His call is for excellence in professional
service, simplicity in lifestyle, authenticity in being a living
testimony, and faithfulness in following the Master who is the
Servant of all. Many have responded to this call, their testimonies
bearing witness of God’s love to Chinese people from all walks of
life, all social strata, and all ethno-linguistic backgrounds; to both
the wealthy and the economically marginalized.

The lead article “Whatever”, written by Jim for the 2001

MSI Bulletin, serves as the framework around which the six

chapters of this volume are organized. The editors have sought to

-‘ bring other excerpts from the MSI Bulletin together with photos

EJ and poetry that are loosely related in theme. Like you the reader
:;j the storytellers and photographers are ordinary people. What 1s
:Z extraordinary is their willingness to live out day by day the Good
> | News of God given to them by the “Jims™ in their lives. May Alive
I Inside Out challenge and inspire you to put faith into practice and

translate Good News into action.

FEugene and Matthew
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“Whatever” is an interesting multifaceted word. Webster s Encyclopedic
Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language actually lists nine ditferent
meanings. Some people simply use it to mean, “Do or say whatever you like,
it’s all right with me.” For the Christian professional, “whatever” needs to have
a clear framework.

In the Area of Motivation

The ultimate reason for whatever we do in our job or profession should
not be personal pleasure, position or power, but the glory of God. The
Reformers summarized it beautifully when they stated, “Man’s chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” Paul put it another way, “So whether
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

In the Area of Standards

Even though Jesus told His followers to “give to Caesar what 1s Caesar’s” ,
the rule for Christian life and faith is not Caesar. It is not political correctness
or keeping in step with a constantly changing socio-political environment.
Rather, as Martin Luther stated it, whatever the Bible says, that is the standard
for life and faith. Mary, the mother of Jesus, put it in a nutshell when she
instructed the servants at the wedding in Cana, “Do whatever He tells you.”
This is not a harsh, legalistic response we are forced into but rather a natural
outflow of a beautiful relationship born of love. Jesus told His disciples. “You
are my friends if you do whatever | command.”



In the Area of Discipline

We live in an e-era where we are constantly bombarded with sights and
sounds from screens and monitors. How will this affect our inner world and our
outlook on life? Solomon would have done well to heed his own instruction,
“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” Paul used six
“whatevers” to drive home this message to his friends in Philippi. “Whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable if anything is excellent or praiseworthy think
on these things.” Through the power of the resurrection and indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, such can be the beauty of our hearts

His royal throne.

For each of us then, here is the challenge of “whatever” in personal life.
in the home, in our profession and in the market place living and serving
for the glory of God; making God’s Word the rule and guide; filling our inner
world with all that is true, noble, right, pure. lovely and admirable.

James H. Taylor I1T







