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Abstract

Modern communication sciences originated in USA in 1930’ s, when
the first half of the 20th century was overcastted by the shadow of war. It
became a worldwide study of how to maintain world peace and develop hu-
man civilization by sufficient and active communication. Thus, communi-
cation studies was developed. During the decades in between the World
Wars, there was public disquiet about the huge impact of mass communi-
cation. While in 1996, after 9 + 11, Samuel Huntington proposed the the-
ory of “clash of civilizations” , drawing huge concerns of many politicians
and scientists. There are still many to be researched in communication sci-
ences. As a nouveau study, communication sciences overlaps with many
other sciences. Although its denotation extends, the connotation remains to
be the social information system and its operation law, i. e. the study on
communication system, including its process, signs, effects, etc. The
communication scientists in the west have been continuously developing the
theory and practice of communication tools based on information theory,
systems theory and control theory. However, communication as a social
behavior, the influence of human spirit is often neglected. The neglect to
study the inner thoughts of communication will eventually cause the weak-
ness and inaccuracy in applying communication studies to communication

reality. It is highly defective using communication studies solely as a tool



or theory, while ignoring the cultural background.

There are two ways in localization of communication studies: one is
establishing communication theory and practice frame suitable to the socie-
ty through the exploration, analysis and study of present and local commu-
nication conditions; the other is constructing the own communication theo-
ry and system by studying the cultural history, digging into the treasure of
traditional culture and theory, extracting and absorbing the brilliant com-
munication conception and theory of ancient times. The second way is of-
ten neglected. The Chinese civilization has a long history, it has a compar-
atively independent and sound cultural system, and it has the quality to di-
gest and absorb other cultures. Compared with the scientific spirit of the
west, Chinese civilization is more focused on the nurturing of human spir-
it, which was developed from the theoretic system of the pre — Qin schol-
ars. It is useful to summarize the communication ideas of the pre — Qin
scholars in studying communication sciences. There are at least three rea-
sons. Firstly, the communication ideas of pre — Qin scholars are great for-
tune of Chinese culture. The ancient Chinese culture has its own charac-
teristics, and the communication phenomena and theory in ancient China
differ from the ones in other cultures. Secondly, the communication ideas
of the pre — Qin scholars are a development and abundance to the world
communication studies. Communication studies is an exploration and sum-
marization of present communication practices, and it is based on commu-
nication history. The communication scientists in the west have realized
the predicament that nowadays communication studies confronts, and they
hope to find the solution by studying the history of human communication
and the oriental communication history. Thirdly, the study on pre — Qin

scholars’ communication ideas is an effective way to localize communica-



tion studies.

In this book, the author gives us an in — depth excavation and analy-
sis on the communication ideas of Kong Zi, aka Confucius, Meng Zi, Xun
Zi, Lao Zi, Zhuang Zi, Mo Zi and Han Feizi, the typical pre — Qin schol-
ars, by introducing its background and the communication ideas before
that era. Although, it had not necessarily become a philosophy of pre —
Qin scholars’ communication ideas by modern communication studies
standard, their speeches and behavior fixed the keynote of communication
system of the nation. Confucius proposed the theory of diversified harmony
as the background and precondition of communicating, and he advocated
that every action should be taken in a benevolent and courteous way. Meng
Zi advocated an up - to — down and in — to — out communication order.
Xun Zi devoted to build up a stable social communication system. Lao Zi
opposed control over communication, and advocated free communication
and inner and outer discipline of every individual. Mo Zi tried to establish
a centralized communications system in his lifetime. Han Feizi argued for
legalism, and built an arbitrary communication network. Those scholars
were the elites of the pre — Qin Dynasty, although their speeches and be-
havior were branded by the specific time and region, their ideas are the
references and sources of communication localization. In the end, by com-
paring the experiences of the pre — Qin scholars’ communication ideas and
the experimentalism of western communication theory, the human spirit in
the pre — Qin scholars’ communication ideas and the scientific spirit of the
west, as well as the different attentions of the orient and the west, the au-
thor compares and analyzes the communication ideas of the pre — Qin
scholars within the theoretical frame of modern communication sciences,

tries to find out localized communication studies in accordance with China’



s conditions and national psychology, and offers references or reviews for
future researches.
Key words: pre — Qin scholors; Communication; Communication i-
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