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1. The beginning of everything

Two years ago, the most important idea of my high school life first appeared on a
horrible night with rattling wind. One day during the first semester of eighth grade, my father,
always busy with work, came home and told me that he had a new idea. While my eyes were
still glued to the TV show, the words “American high school” suddenly came up. What? High
school in the US? It was an easy process for him to come up with this idea—my father had
heard that his business professor’s daughter went to Phillips Academy, one of the best high
schools in America. The “Phillips Girl”had been asked to interview alone in Hong Kong. My
father was impressed by this education methodology and felt it could help me hone useful
skills for individual life, so he proposed this risky idea to me. However, to me, studying in

America was an unbelievable idea.

At that time, I was studying in a middle school attached to the best high school in our
city.My goal for many years had been to study in that high school—I had been able to see it
on my way to school everyday since I was a sixth-grade student. The academic building of
my dream high school had a lofty name: “Soaring Building.” It had a wave-shaped roof on
the top that looked like a pair of wings to symbolize spreading your wings to fly higher. That
was an interesting place because it included many uncouth people but also a lot of people with
incredible creative ability. I kept pursuing this goal and I believed I could walk into the “soaring
building” some day. At that time, my idea of a university was a famous one in Beijing; I had
followed the road that I had planned for a long time. My father’s proposal destroyed all my
plans and took me into an unknown space. Also, I had never thought about living that far
from home as a student. I did not even know how often I could return home. I thought about

living in a totally strange place, getting along with people who have a totally different cultural

background than me and trying to adopt another life style. I said NO without hesitation. I
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could not accept an idea that would make me lose all control of my life.

Nevertheless, I inherited my obstinate mind from my father. As a result, he held onto his
opinion about me studying in the US, while I maintained I would not make a huge change like

that. Then, my father decided to use a strategy to persuade me step by step.

First of all, even though I really disliked his high school plan for me, he still introduced
me to an English teacher who helped Chinese students apply to American schools. That was
the night before the International Worker’s Day vacation, and I still remember every detail.
My father asked me to have dinner with his friends. When I first stepped into the restaurant,
the first person I saw was Tiffany.She was the English teacher my Father had told me about.
What a beautiful and mild lady! In contrast, the fat, rude English teacher in my elementary
school was very different from her. Beside her was her strong boyfriend. When I came in, he

was standing to hang his jacket on the hook. His height made people feel that the ceiling of the

room was too low.

And then, I saw Yang Wu and his father. Yang! Wu! What did this name mean to me? My
father repeatedly mentioned him to me and wanted me to learn from him because he thought
Yang Wu was perfect. His father and my father were good friends and kept in touch with each
other. Yang Wu’s father wanted to send Yang to a US university for a long time and Yang had
started to prepare for the TOEFL with Tiffany’s help. The moment I saw him, I knew that
I would not be relaxed throughout this dinner. In my parents’ mind, Yang was always well
behaved, always made progress and was good at English because of hisfather’s influence. How
could I be comfortable with such a person when I hated English so much? His name appeared
frequently during my preparation for American high school later. When I was a little child,
the most horrible thing for me was my parents telling me to follow and learn from “better”
children when I did not do things well. This is the same nightmare for every Chinese child.
Yang was one of the “better” children for me and prompted me to keep going and to do better.

During the whole dinner, I kept wondering if my father had concocted a plot to force me to

study in an American high school.
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2. The first time in America

Finally,my Father told me that I had to spend
three weeks at a summer school in Chicago. If I still
did not want to go to an American high school after

the summer, he would not mention it anymore.

I was pretty sure I could hold my principle of not
going to American high school even if I went to the summer
school for three weeks. I finished the visa application with
Tiffany’s help—it was not as hard as people had described.
Then, I boarded the plane to Chicago with Patty and an older boy.

After thirteen hours of suffering, I walked nervously out of the airport. It was my first
time being on this continent! I was not good at speaking English at that time and I had never
used English to communicate with others, so I actually panicked a bit. It was raining in
Chicago that day and it was difficult to find the driver whom the school, Lake Forest Academy,
had sent to pick us up.

Lake Forest Academy. I was trying to imagine what the school looked like when I
was driving through the forest. After two or three hours, the car stopped in front of a white
building. We took our baggage and walked into that building. When I opened the door and
walked in, I almost tripped over all the different baggage that was crowded together. There
was an elevator on my right side and a really long lobby further beyond. There was a piece of
paper stuck on the wall, saying “Girls Only”; another side was “Boys Only.” We did not even
have time to look at the lobby clearly before a woman with long white hair approached us and
asked us if we were here for the summer program. I nodded and followed her. She gave us a

folder that contained some important information sheet like the school map, our schedule, an

English dictionary, and our room key.

My room was the center-most
downstairs. I stared at the wood door
and took a deep breath to prepare for the
first meeting with my future roommate. I
opened the door, what? No one was here?
Okay...There were three beds; two of

them were already occupied with some
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