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The completion of this book runs over long periods of time, which is the result of many
people’s hard work.

Firstly, the key members and our cooperative partners Professor Yamashiro and Dr.
Joanne Jakovich have contributed a lot. The overall planning of the book’s text structure
and layout was conducted by Professor Yamashiro and Joanne has been working
hard on essay modification and English translation until the last minute. In addition,
our young teachers Zhang Yu, Chen Yan and Zou Lei also contributed a lot. Zou Lei
undertook a large part of work until the completion of this book, whose work involves
text, layout and cover design, etc.

The student team has done an excellent job. They helped in sorting out a large number
of pictures and were responsible for the layout and text modifications of several research
columns. Special thanks shall be given to the key members of the student team, which
includes Li Tinglei and Li Zehui, etc. Now, some of them have already graduated and left
our university. I feel regret that this book had not completed earlier and they wouldn’t
get a copy of the book before their graduation.

This book is jointly published and fully supported by Dalian Ganjingzi District Urban
Planning Bureau. The director of Dalian Ganjingzi District Urban Planning Bureau
Mr. Li Bin and other leaders of the Bureau impressed us a lot with their knowledge
and courage, who dare to think and respond to challenges coming along with fast
urbanization. Following their leaderships, Dalian Huanjia Company assigned special
person to guide site visiting. They also participated in the review and discussion of
students’ designs. Their contributions shall be acknowledged as well.

This book is dedicated to the experts and friends from all walks of life who have
participated and gave support for it.

Fan Yue
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B CO-OPOLLS

Design Workshop
of Crowdshare for
Innovation

The theme of our third Haitian Studio is ‘Co-opolis’.
This time we maintained the usage of studio based
teaching method and added a specially designed
interaction section with University of Technology
Sydney (UTS).

The selected topic of this Haitian Studio was
different from previous ones. The previous two
studios ‘ Temporary Event Environments’ and ‘Eye-
Mind-Hand Coordination Studio’ focused on training
contents, from intangible to tangible. The intention
of the third studio was to focus on real problems,
especially those relatively tough and complex social
problems as well as city problems, and aimed to find
the design questions, solutions and creative ideas.

The selected topic was the regeneration design of
a quarry abandoned land locates in city suburb.
The quarry abandoned land has become a part
of the living area of local citizens along with the
rapid expansion of the city, which now has become
the city’s wound and scar that can't be neglected.
This problem cannot be solved with one single
discipline of architecture in terms of special scale,
influential factors and governance complexity. This
studio utilized the specialties of multidiscipline
and multilevel international team members as well
as the spirit of cooperative innovation (Co-opolis).
By using innovative design thinking teaching
method and practice, the process was found to be
interesting and the proposals were refreshing and
thoughtful.

The introduction of design thinking is a key feature
of this studio. Dr. Joanne of UTS considers ‘crowd-
share' as the source of creative design. This book
introduces the research results of ULab leads by
Joanne and the utilization of these research results
in this studio. The main parts of this book are in
both Chinese and English.

The Haitian Studio cycle is three years long and
‘Co-opolis’ is the final part. I think ‘Co-opolis’ is an
appropriate and satisfactory representation of our

studio’s spirit and state of design.

Professor Fan Yue
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This article summarizes the works of 2012 ‘Haitian
Studio’ by Dalian University of Technology/School
of Architecture and Fine Arts. This year's workshop
focused on an abandoned open quarry locates at the
fringe of Dalian city and aimed to make it become
a place of rich urban life through regeneration
research and design. The contents of the workshop
did not only include project proposal, but also
include an investigation on the methodologies of
creative design as well an experiment on design
education.

In summary, a combination of ‘design thinking’ with
tradition design educational methods emerged in
recent years around the world, which resulted in a

brand new design education method for innovation.

Nowadays, innovation is sought after in all walks
of life. Such needs for innovation is not less than
the needs for innovation required by new technolo-
gies and inventions before, and at the same time
there is also a need to build new ‘target’. Because of
this, people need to think flexibly and share ideas
with people who have rich experience and life back-
ground. Design process can be promoted through
continuing discussion.

Then, it is necessary to realize the creative idea in
the real world, let it show its charm and engender
common feelings. Normally, it takes works to
communicate the innovative ideas because such

ideas did not exist before,

This kind of creative design program is not only an
advanced example in the educational field, but also
in the field of actual design practice. Thus, I think
such new educational experiment by DUT is of
significant value not only in China, but also around
the world.

Visiting Professor. Yamashiro
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|7 faf CO-OPOLIS

Rapid urban transformation continues to be the
dominant paradigm today. In China cities are
multiplying fast, and the economy is exploding. In
Japan, regional cities are shrinking and recovering
from massive disaster. In Australia, city cores densify
and city fringes continue to sprawl. Sometimes urban
change can be disastrous, as seen in the tsunami that
hit Fukushima; sometimes change can be hidden yet
equally as threatening over time, as seen in the urban

density crisis in Sydney.

What happens to the human element within these
forces? When the city moves from beneath us, or
we are placed into a new socio-economic paradigm,
how do we establish familiar ways of interacting
locally and beyond? What are the innovations that
transform these conditions?

The CO-OPOLIS project focuses on designing
entrepreneurial solutions for urban communities
adapting to change. In particular, we are interested
in how the human capacity for cooperation can
be leveraged in new ways to make a more people-
centred city. How constructed human interactions
enhanced with new technologies form new kinds
of urban realities is one example of this approach.
Under new conditions, human social habitation
patterns adapt or regress. How we might enliven
and celebrate the processes of change in a human
light is the challenge for entrepreneurial design.

The projects we are tackling require radical cross-
boundary thinking and embedded cooperation
within complex local conditions. In Dalian we exam-
ine community conditions within rapidly changing
urban conditions. We use design processes to listen
and observe the complex forces that affect human
interactions in diverse sites across the city.

Working in mixed teams, we propose design
innovations and business model solutions that span
architecture, industrial design, urban planning,
social media, business, engineering, information
technology and art. When they come together
unexpected solutions can arise. How we innovate is
the product of mixed-discipline and mixed-culture
interactions.

Dr. Joanne Jakovich
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