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FOREWORD

| met with Prof.Zhang Zhenshan more than ten years ago.l still remember we had met in the exhibition hall when Prof. Zhang visited
Obermeyer Headquarter in Munich. According to Chinese saying, It could be said that we had got luck by which we were brought
together. Since then we have had more good cooperations in Munich, in Berlin, in Beijing, in Shanghai and so on afterwards. | learn
Chinese culture and Chinese philosophy with him. There is always new highlight idea when both of us could communicate together. Prof.

Zhang is always my teacher in Chinese philosophy.

We are not only design partners ,but also good friends in many ways. | had heard early that Prof. Zhang presided over the construction
of a Chinese garden-POTENTIONAL GARDEN in Ruhr University (March 1991. the German’Word News"had a long article praising this
garden). And now he put it into a book order and asked me to write the preface. | am so interested in reading his manuscript,because in
this typical Chinese classical garden,a number of German elements have been integrated into naturally, so that | feel even more friendly!
As POTENTIAL GARDEN s built on the campus of Ruhr University, it is the outcome of cooperation between China and Germany. The
pictures in the book are taken by both Chinese and German, according to Prof. Zhang's word, the book’s preface written by a German
counterpart is also a matter of course.

fxs far as | know,some cities in Germany have also built Chinese gardens with gorgeous architecture and pleasant landscape, but how
tggive expression-te the meaning of traditional Chinese culture in the design and construction of a garden is not common. Prof.Zhang’s
book <A Chinese Garden in Germany> is not onl\) to express the beauty of Chinese classical gardens, but also to describe the garden
design idea and philosophy in many places,and even more noteworthy is that the clever designer adduced a Chinese ancient and popular
literature fable<Peach Blossom Spring>throughout the design of POTENTIONAL GARDEN ,which ont only provided an ideological basis

for the design, but also added a folk story to the garden design and gave readers a deeper beauty enjoy.

This small garden accommodating a vast world for visitors to imagine, and this world with poetry depositing the space of long history,
| think this is the real beauty of Chinese garden, Chinese culture, and Chinese philosophy.This garden forms a contrast, which we are
interested in,with European gardens in many ways.POTENTIAL GARDEN looks like photograph that this garden has become a rich and

exotic cultural place,and also a great cherished leisure and travel scenery for the local people.

As design and construction is a process itself,designer who has a hand in the whole process can appreciate the experiences and
lessons. Experiences and lessons are valuable resources,which procide a reference for future works. All parts of the book were done by

the author himself, and they are true and precious, collateral evidenced and illustrated, and integrated into many interesting stories.

Hope the book of <A Chinese Garden in Germany> could be favorite for everyone.

7o /44 S Iow/
ONCHEN
Professor Klaus Kohlstrung

Former Chief Architect of OBERMEYER Planen + Beraten GmbH
Autumn 2010 in Munich
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