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This is a practical book which illustrates China standard graphical symbols
for public information by showing more than S00 public signs inside the
mainland of China. Based on different themes and scenes, the book consists
of 8 chapters and 32 sections and it covers various aspects of daily life such as
personal safety, road traffic, tourism, sports, shopping, entertainment, weather,
environmental protection and so on.

People can identify similar signs, learn basic Chinese public vocabulary and
get more information about Chinese daily life and social culture by exploring
more than 30 real life scenes displayed in this book. It will be very convenient for
people who want to travel, work and study here. In order to be more practical,
the book provides standard graphics with Chinese Pinyin and interpretation
both in English and Chinese, and moreover, there are learning boxes like “YOU
GUESS” and “TRAVEL TIPS” to introduce interesting knowledge about public
signs. Also, the attached English translation index can help you to find what you
want easily.

As a reference book about public signs classification, it can be also used as
an elementary textbook or fundamental reading material for foreign learners of
Chinese.
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& WA E 543 Colours and Meanings of Signs
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A% &,/Colour 23 /Meaning
21 &,/Red i# B /Fire Control 2%k /Prohibition 4%:k/Halt /&P /Danger
2% &,/Green %4 /Safety #*/Shelter T4 /Sanitation ##7/First-aid
¥ &./Blue 357 /Instructions % /Caution
& &./Yellow jo¥/Danger At /Maritime Affairs
¥+ &/0range | A= %4/ Aviation Facilities
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Height limit Width limit
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Red is used for signs that warn against | , )ﬂ f@%ﬁ@‘% BAERE: ATt

the most severe forms of danger, or serious | P &EATRXATIRAL,
legal prohibitions, as well as for disaster Red-bordered signs indicate some
areas and fire control. ' kind of limitation.
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2 F R R signs indicate the negation Fire alarm background, red indicates

No smoking | of the object-displayed a warning or fire-control

meaning. phone number | ,jated information.

Slashed red-bordered | k¥ d,i% When used as the

' ) \ )t ATErE, B5 S, EASREREA
) . s Yellow indicates notices, warnings, or suggestions. It can
D U KR B4 | also be used as a background.

. Caution,fire : Caution
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Green indicates passable signs, safety and provides information.

: FIP Green i1s used to indicate safety or a stable state. Green can also be used
| First-aid as a background.

BeE . 784 LMETFHIE, A TEFAMEERGIE

e Atr&E
. L B G A hE Blue indicates instructions or rules and 1s used for elatively

serious legal stipulations.

. Safety helmet required
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Shapes and Meanings of Signs
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The meanings of these signs can be recognized from first sight. Circles, triangles,

and quadrilaterals are the basic building blocks of these signs, and are the best at
attracting attention in a traffic situation.

O AHFbfe e, OB ALLFT] Filid, FHAEHLEAZE, 51 F. SofodsT,
Circles display prohibitions or warnings, squares display safety and guidance

information, and other quadrilaterals display information, guidance, notification and
indication.

ATG A EE . RmFafRZ EFITH G FEHh,
Triangles are cautionary, or indicative of information or limitations on behavior.

¥35%E YOU GUESS

ATFAGE T BRREMT T8N EARE, HHEENEREN 2 EH?
The following are shop signs from the Qing Dynasty that would have been well-known to
the people of the time. Can you guess what each of them represents?
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Oil mill Inn for carters Smithy Dye shop Percussion

instrument shop
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Many Chinese international airports have implemented an international system of
public signs for procedutes such as transfer, waiting, departure, international departure,
international arrival, arrival, and meeting points.

h RARE R —RIEAAR T, LG HA. ATHIAL AL,

- The sign for departure is a plane taking off, with nose raised
— and wheels retracted.
FEAFRER—RELEAE, MLBEHA T, AT INE A,
.\.ﬂ The sign for arrival i1s a plane landing, with nose pointed
—— down and wheels extended.

f2 B A8 BRI AR A P ILT #F 3 TR H EirdE, kst Nem, K
R, th. MW ESARRRA., elE TEHELEARE vafUH‘ 7N

A large number of cute signs are used at the Customs and Quarantine Inspection Point
of Japan’s Narita International Airport, indicating a number of meats, fruits, animals, plants,
and harmful bacterial sources that are prohibited from being imported into the country.

Can you guess what these signs stand for?
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