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The Yuanmingyuan Park is the largest royal garden in the world, it concentrated China’s best ancient architec-
ture art, gardening art and western architecture art. The garden is both the masterpiece of Chinese people’s wisdom and
labor and the example of East-West gardening and architecture culture exchange of Qing Dynasty. However, the pust
glory has vanished without trace. Centuries later, we can only “imagine pavilions from rabble. conceive lakes from
reed, visualize fTower trees from bushes™. a pity never to be made up. Fortunately. our ancestors left some art works
which depict the grand scene of Yuanmingyuan Park. The “[llustrated poem of forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park™ 1s
the most intact art treasure with best collection value.

“Illustrated poem of forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park™ was painted in the first year of Qianlong Dy sty
(1736) by Palace painter Shen Yuan and Tang Dat. following Emperor Qianlong’s order. Shenyuan depicted the build-
ings and Tangdai was responsible for hills, trees and stones. The forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park vefer to the 40
separate sceneries in the garden: cach scenery is a small garden by itself. By the time, the three gardens of Yuanming.
Changchun and Qichun had hundreds of scenes. but only these 40 were chosen, making them even more outstanding
and magnificent. All the paintings were made on silk canvas with color. the canvas of cach paint measures 64cn X 65
cm: 83cm X 75 em if the binding margins were included. Every paint includes the Emperor’s poem. handwritien by
the then Minister and great calligraphy artist Wang Youdun. Together with the paintings were 40 couplings, poci on
the left side and paint right. The paintings were divided into two volumes, including the "Yuanmingyuan Park Verse”
by Emperor Yongzheng (Qianlong’s father) and “Yuanmingyuan Park Postscript™ by Qianlong. There are more than |
hundred seals stamped on the Illustrated poem, the largest seal being the emperor’s “Yuanmingyuan Park Seal™  The
set of Illustrated poem was finally completed in the [1th year of Qianlong Dynasty (1746) and was placed in Fengsanwusi
Hall for review in the next June by emperor’s decree. It took more than 11 years to finish the work. testifying how
difficult it is to make the painting.

“Ilustrated poem of forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park recorded the past glory of Yuanmingyuan Park. i1 1s



the most visual and easy way to understand original look of Yuanmingyuan Park . and indeed is national treasure. The
poem appendix “Yuanmingyuan Park Verse™ by Emperor Yongzheng (lithography printed in Emperor Guangxu's time)
and “Yuanmingyuan Park Postscript™ by Qianlong was about the story of garden’s origin. the guideline of cngineering
work and some events of the two emperors in Yuanmingyuan. The 40 paintings depicted building and garden’s look
during the heyday of Yuanmingyuan in realistic manner; while the poems narrated the history. political and cultural
meanings of the scenes. The poem and painting complement each other, as a whole. the masterpiece becomes even
more inspiring. After admiring “Illustrated poem of forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park™. it is not difficult for us to
understand why great French writer Victor Hugo regard Yuanmingyuan Park of China and Parthenon Temple of Athens
as examples of Eastern and Western art. He said Yuanmingyuan was not only a nonpareil masterpiece and a grand
example of romantic art of dream. The original work of “Illustrated poem of forty scenes in Yuanmingyuan Park™ was
kept in French Paris National Museum.

To meet the demand of our readers and let more have chance to look at the essence of this masterpiece of
Chinese people’s wisdom and labor, we planed and made this deluxe album of “Illustrated poem of forty scenes in
Yuanmingyuan Park™. with help from CNP Readers” Club Ltd. and Beijing Huacai Bogu Culture Development Lid.
The album basically follows the sequence of the original and combined the two volumes (o one. simple mtroduction
were added to the honest reproduction of original work. Both traditional and simple Chinese characters were used. The
publishing of the album were confirmed and appreciated by experts of related fields, relic connoisseur Mr. Yang
Renkai and Mr. Luo Zhewen, expert of ancient architecture wrote epigraph for the album gladly

The album was bilingual in Chinese and English. [t combined literature, poem, painting calligraphy. seal sculp-
ture and ancient architecture in one, and is a rare connection not only for Yuanmingyuan art collectors. but also for

literature, poem, painting calligraphy, seal sculpture and ancient architecture fans.
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