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Foreword
BOE

One hundred and thirty years ago William Gladstone took his
seat as British Prime Minister, Bismarck was unifying
Germany, the Yankees won the American Civil War, the Suez
Canal opened for navigation, Nobel invented dynamite and
on October 1% 1868, William Salway registered the firm that
was to become the P&T Group.

Although a minor event by comparison, his action initiated
what is now a firm of over 600 people, a firm that in 130 years
has directly involved tens of thousands of people and had an
impact on millions through its contribution to the shaping of
Asian cities. A fact we are proud of.

Whilst most of the great Architects of our time are well known
for their sweeping visions and philosophies on transforming
architecture, ours has been a more modest journey, evolving
through successive generations of determined architects and
engineers. The contributions of the firm reflect a strong
awareness of international developments and theory coupled
with a regional intuition and practical knowledge. A high
degree of ingenuity, care and dedication is the foundation of
this remarkable legacy of consistently worthy, and award-
winning, buildings.

The P&T Group, originally Palmer and Turner, did not start
as a grand vision, but has evolved, with Hong Kong, with
China, and with Asia. From small beginnings in a town of
100,000 people the firm has expanded in size, quality and
reputation throughout the region. Its history is also Asia’s
history; its successes, setbacks, struggles and achievements
reflect those of Asia. It is the sum of those achievements
that has made us what we are today. We hope that this book
gives some insight into our work, our values, on who we are,
and where we fit in the history of Asia.
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History
E =

The P&T Group’s origins date back to Hong Kong in 1868
and the arrival from England of the architect William Salway,

who was en route to Australia.

At that time Hong Kong had a population of 100,000, of which
500 were Europeans. Development since 1842 had been
frenetic and relatively unplanned, consisting of closely spaced
utilitarian tenement buildings. The great fire of 1867 and an
increased desire for stability prompted the merchants to seek
grander buildings to reflect their status. Recognising a need,

William Salway opened an office on 1% October, 1868. (1)

Three years after Salway had established his firm, he
persuaded Wilberforce Wilson, who was frustrated in his post

of Surveyor General, to join him in a partnership.

The first major building designed by the partners was the
German Club in 1872 on the corner of Wyndham Street and
On Lan Street. This was shortly followed by St. Peter’s
Seaman’s Church (2), also in 1872.

The Chartered Bank (3), built in 1878 at the corner of Duddell
Street and Queen’s Road, featured a Venetian Gothic style,
a great improvement over the heavy Victorian Gothic. That
same year, the Surveyor General’s office lost another architect
to the fledgling partnership, Lieutenant Godfrey Bird. This
left Salway free to resume his journey to Australia after a

“brief” interrupfiqh of ten years.
$or

The territory’s first multi-storey shopping centre, Beaconsfield
Arcade (4), a graceful curved arcade in the centre of Hong

Kong, was completed in 1880.
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(over Miller & Claussen’s,)
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The first of the Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank buildings (5,6)
introduced Clement Palmer to the partnership in 1883.
Palmer, involved in many buildings carried out for the Hong
Kong & Shanghai Bank, was to leave his name with the firm
for the next 100 years. Atonly 23 he was a talented designer,

and an extrovert who loved the stage. (7)

Arthur Turner (8), a mysterious structural engineer, about
whom very little is known, joined the firm in 1884 and was

made a partner in 1891.

The next major work in 1887 was the Hong Kong Club (9),
described with affection by its members as a “Victorian
Wedding Cake”.

Towards the end of the century in 1890, the firm designed
the annex to Government House. This was subsequently
modified by the Japanese during the Second World War by
removing the colonnades and introducing the tower and

Japanese motifs.
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P&T Building in Shanghai of the 1930’s
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The beginning of the next century produced the first of three
Alexandra Houses (10). This Hong Kong landmark initiated
a long relationship between the firm and the Hongkong Land

Company.

Mountain Lodge, the summer residence of the Governor, and

Victoria Hospital were also “firsts” for the firm.

The retirement of Clement Palmer in 1907 marked the end of
the Neo-Classical era for the firm. In part as a result of the
First World War, little was built in Hong Kong for the next 20
years. When the economy recovered, the emphasis shifted
to Shanghai, bypassing Hong Kong. The firm followed the
developers and opened an office there in the mid-1920s. The
idea of saturation piling was introduced by the company, which
allowed buildings to rise above their previous three storeys
limit. The recovering economy and the removal of the

foundations limitation quickly resulted in a building boom.

The Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank building(11) was completed
in 1923; the Peace Hotel (13) in 1932; and the Bank of China
(12) in 1935. The Chartered Bank was also completed in

that same year.
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During the period a new vocabulary of architectural bronze
metalworks was favoured by Palmer & Turner for various
banks. (14,15)

Confidence in Shanghai was eroded following the Japanese
attack on China, and in 1939 the partners there were forced
to close the office until some fifty years later. After the Second
World War and the change of Government in the 1940s
Shanghai was left untouched, to remain a museum of our

buildings as it is today.

In Hong Kong in the ‘30s, there was little further development.
One of the few old buildings remaining in Central today,
Pedder Building (16), was completed in 1932.

The third Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank building was also
completed in 1935. (17,19) It was the first fully air conditioned
building in Hong Kong.

The firm expanded into India and Malaysia after the loss of
confidence in China and these offices supported the
partnership in the late 1930s. The magnificent Palace at

Johore Bahru in Malaysia was completed in 1939. (18)

During the Japanese occupation of Asia in the Second World

War, all the firm’s offices were closed.
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