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Preface

Art centers, museums and other
cultural buildings are important
architectures for art appreciation or
education purpose. In this new volume,
we've selected some excellent projects
to interpret the design skills of this
kind of architecture. The book covers
completed art buildings such as art
galleries, museums, cultural centers,
etc. around the world—we aim to
include projects which are either of top
quality or interesting, or ideally both.
With professional design materials,
high-resolution photographs and clear

descriptions, it well introduces every

project from all the aspects that will
surely bring some inspirations to the

readers.
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Keywords

Location: Quantico, Virginia

Architect: Fentress Architect

Client: Marine Corps Heritage Foundation
Size: 11,150 m”

First prize winner in a national design competition, Curtis Fentress' design for the National Museum of the
Marine Corps was honored with 20 awards in its first 20 months. Since President George W. Bush opened
the museum in 2007, it has been visited by over one and a half million people, earning a reputation as a

top cultural destination in the United States.

In seeking a symbol to illustrate the culture and history of the United States Marine Corps, Fentress Ar-
chitects turned to an image embedded in the American soul since the final months of World War II: the
flag-raising at Iwo Jima. This icon of determination, bravery and camaraderie inspired a winning compe-
tition design for a museum to serve as exhibition center, educational resource, and gathering place for
a community much wider than Corps members alone. Through abstraction, the famous Joe Rosenthal
photograph was translated into an angled, 210-foot stainless steel-clad mast that pierces a conical glass
and steel skylight, giving the National Museum of the Marine Corps instant landmark status. Visible from
Interstate 95, this bold form tops a circular building with clean lines expressed in simple, strong materials:
cast-in-place concrete, steel, glass and stone. A broad plaza and entry create a natural link to the sur-
rounding Semper Fidelis Memorial Park. The skylight also functions as a ceiling plane for the building's
central gallery, where an efficient radial plan extends to house galleries, classrooms, visitor services, and
restaurants. The museum's core is not just a connector. Eloquent quotations engraved in the inner walls

speak of courage and commitment, while a terrazzo floor carries the pattern of a globe, representing
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the land, sea and sky by which Marines have fought
Airplanes are suspended from the skylight, and other
military transport vehicles are installed below, leading
to immersion galleries. The circular form of the museum
building also aids sustainable strategies. Part of the
structure is embedded in earthen beams and a vegetat-
ed roof, which help regulate gallery temperature to con-
serve art and artifacts, provide acoustic buffering, and,

in conjunction with the air flow, cool the building.

A nondenominational chapel sits atop a hill nearby,
\

where visitors can reflect and worship. The wood, stone
and glass-walled chapel is intended to host intimate

events such as weddings, memorials and dedications.

"Military museums are not about war," says Curtis Fen-
tress. "Instead, they celebrate the importance of main-
taining peace and protecting citizens. At the National
Museum of the Marine Corps, we mindfully searched for

the ultimate icon to symbolize the end of war."
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Keywords

Location: Salt Lake City, Utah, United States

Architectural Design: ennead architects

The Natural History Museum of Utah (NHMU) is a museum located at the Rio Tinto Center on the campus
of the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah, United States. The museum shows exhibits of natural
history subjects, specifically about Utah’s natural history. The mission of the museum is to illuminate the

natural world and the place of humans within it.

The museum's exhibit areas occupied almost 23,000 square feet (2,100 m?) on the first and second floors
of the George Thomas Building, located on the University of Utah campus. The exhibits targeted three

broad areas of the natural sciences: geology/paleontology, anthropology, and biology.

The Museum is part of the academic life of the University of Utah. The collections offer research opportu-
nities and provide a learning laboratory for students. Museum programs expSse students to many aspects
of museum studies: educational outreach, exhibit design and fabrication development, public relations,

and curriculum development.

The Museum is a repository for collections that were accumulated by the University's departments of An-
thropology, Biology, and Geology. The collections are held in trust for faculty, graduate students, and un-

dergraduates who have access to the collections for research and teaching purposes.
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In-service training is offered by the Utah Museum of
Natural History Education Department; university credit
can be earned with these courses, leading to salary
lane changes for public school teachers. These courses
are coordinated with the Academic Outreach and Con-
tinuing Education and the Department of Teaching and
Learning. As the founder of the University's Genetic Sci-
ence Learning Center, the Museum continues to partner

in its teacher training program.
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