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An Accomplished Artist in Twisted Painting

Twisted painting is a unique genre of traditional Chinese painting invented by Wu Jiantang
and his father. Known for vigorous and chaotic beauty, twisted painting has obtained a
recognized status in the art arena of the world.

Born in 1936, Wu began to learn painting at age 4 and received guidance by such master
painters as Xu Beihong and Zhang Dagian. He is currently president of China Twisted
Painting Academy , honorary president of Traditional Chinese Painting and academician of
Hong Kong Royal Academy of Social Sciences. Wu is praised as the inventor of twisted
painting, celebrated painter in traditional Chinese painting and master artist skilled in fish
painting. Wu has been awarded many prizes at home and abroad. For example, his painting
works “Three Fish” won the first prize at an exhibition hosted by the Ministry of Culture
in 1993.  “Jumping Fish” won the gold prize at the 5th International Painting and
Calligraphy Exhibition in 1999, In the same year, “Orchid and Stone” won the special
award at the 3rd World Chinese Art Assembly in Hong Kong and Wu was awarded the
titles of “Outstanding Chinese Artist” and “Celebrated Artists of the World” .

Wu' s painting works were included in the painting album “Masterpieces of 100 Most
Celebrated Artists in Traditional Chinese Painting” in 1992. He held a solo exhibition in
Shenzhen in 2001. In 2003, he was selected as one of the 20 most accomplished painters
of China by the magazine World Knowledge Pictorial. In 2003 and 2006, People’s Daily
published two picture albums on his painting works. In 2005, Wu" s works were on
display at a painting exhibition in celebration of the 6th China Horticulture Exposition and
his twisted paintings set an auction record. A documentary on his twisted painting has been
broadcast some seventy times in several channels of China Central Television. All major
encyclopedias at home and abroad include him as a celebrated painter and more than 100
media organizations have covered his painting works. Chinese Cultural Ministry has presented
Wu's paintings as official gifts to friends and officials from USA Japan  France Russia
and Canada. He has made creations at such prestigious institutions and organizations as the
Central Academy of Fine Arts, Shenzhen University  the National People’ s Congress and
the Ministry of Defense. His painting works have been collected by many state leaders, the
National Art Museum of China, the Royal Palace of Thailand and Japan—China Buddhism
Association.

Wu' s painting was praised as “smart art” and “unique” by such master artists as Liao
Jingwen and Guan Shanyue. Xu Qingping, an internationally renowned art critic, considered
his painting works “real masterpieces”. His works have been recognized as “highly
valuable for collection”. In 2000, Wu donated his three twisted painting masterpieces to
the Beijing bidding committee for the Olympics. In March 2007 he donated all the income
from an auction, totaling 110,000 RMB yuan, to Liangping Elementary School, Chongqging
which suffered flood disasters. After the catastrophic earthquake hit Sichuan Province on
May 12, 2008, the artist donated money and his painting works several times to the
earthquake—hit area.
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