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To commemorate the 110th anniversary of the birth of Peari S. Buck,
a great cultural bridge between China and the USA .
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Pear] S. Buck Symposium, Zhenjiang. China, Oct., 2002
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Participants at the symposium
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Xu Xiaoxia (second from the left), President of

S. Buck Research Association and

the present book. with
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Municipal government officials accompanying
volunteers from Pearl S. Buck International on a
visit to Pearl S.Buck's Former Residence; the first

from the left being Janet L. Mintzer, President &
CEO of Pearl S. Buck International
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The 11|:|||):|||;1| meeting of Zhenjiang Pearl S
Buck Research Association
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Preface ( 1)

In October 2002, a conference on Pearl Buck was held in
Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, China, to celebrate her 110th anniversary,
the second such conference on Pearl Buck, which has been
sponsored by Zhenjiang municipal government — the first one
was held in 1991. 1 appreciate from deep of my heart the
contributions made by the Zhenjiang people. And I am particularly
excited to learn that the papers of the 2002 conference have been
compiled into an anthology and would be published soon.

In the past several decades, Pearl Buck and her works have
enjoyed a large audience in the West. Nobody could deny that
she was a public figure at her time, even though she received
some negative criticisms when she was awarded the Nobel Prize
for literature in 1938. It is her works, and The Good Earth in
particular, that have aroused the interest of Western people in
China and its culture and provoked their desire for learning
about the Chinese. In this sense, Pearl Buck has made great
contributions to the exchanges of culture between China and
West, and more so between China and America.

With the development of cultural studies since 1980s, Pearl
Buck has begun to obtain increasingly significance in academia.
As a famous writer, her double cultural identity (of both Chinese
and American) and its representation in her works has become
an important theme in cultural studies. For in the present
situation of globalization, cultural exchanges, assimilations and
hybridizations of different countries are necessarily expanding
rapidly with the implementation of high—tech innovations and
the opening of information highways, and consequently, Pearl
Buck and her works are viewed as an exemplary of such
cultural phenomena. Therefore, it would certainly be of great
significance in both China and West to reinforce the studies of
Pearl Buck and her works.

Now the processes of globalization are irresistibly sucking
every nation and community into their hegemonic orbit. Previously
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held as a communicational concept, globalization now claims to
be reconsidered as the logic and strategy of global capitalism,
which, sweeping the entire world off its feet under its
deterritorializing impact, assimilates nation—states’ markets and
production spheres into a single sphere. The desire of global
capitalism challenges and undermines all traditional forms of
human interaction and representation. Multinational capital with
its hegemonic ideology and technology seems to be globally
erasing difference, imposing sameness and standardization on
consciousness, feeling, imagination, motivation, desire, and taste.
In exchange for multinational capital investment and for access
to American lifestyles, fashions, values, and conveniences glorified
and romanticized by Hollywood films. the underdeveloped and
pre—modernized of the earth are unabashedly and unhesitantly
surrendering their landscapes, resources, traditions, and cultural
heritages to cultural capitalism.

The questions that arise from such emerging processes of
globalization confronting us are: Will economic globalization
lead to cultural homogenization or diversification? Is it possible
to separate economic production from cultural production? If,
as critics have argued, economy and culture are two constitutive
sides of social (im)material production in the day of global
capitalism, then how can local and regional cultures remain
unchanged when local and regional economies are undergoing
radical restructuring and reconfiguration? If globalization means
standardization or Americanization, then how to account for the
fact that post—Fordist informatized production feeds on cultural,
ethnic, and gender differences and that every difference opens
an opportunity for the expansion of capital? Given that the
postmodern informatization of economy seeks to satisfy ethnic/
cultural needs and preferences, does it mean that late capitalism
will restrict its cultural logic only to the already modernized
West? If postmodernism is the cultural logic of late capitalism
and capitalism is victoriously penetrating every corner of the
world, then why are there various nativist and nationalist
resistances to postmodern culture everywhere, and how should
one evaluate such resistances? If hybridization is the most definitive
term for cultural happenings in the decentered, deterritorialized
world, then is hybridization a strategic form of Westernization
or indigenization? Or, does hybridization tend to cancel or
cover up Western or American hegemonic sway in culture? All
these are questions that we must think seriously. And Pearl
Buck and her works no doubt can provide valuable references in
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our consideration.

However, some people in China still have prejudice against
Pearl Buck up to now, resulted in their non-—dialectic way of
thinking and lack of historical analysis. True, different people
can have different views on a writer and his/her works and it
is not necessary to reach consensus. But one must free him/
herself from the trammels of old conceptions and look at Pearl
Buck and her works with a new cognitive methodology on the
basis of changed social and cultural conditions. The 2002 Zhenjiang
conference on Pearl Buck has made a successful attempt and I
believe that the publication of the conference papers would
promote the study of Pearl Buck to a new higher stage and thus
contribute to the reconstruction of Chinese culture in the new
historical situation.

Fengzhen Wang
June 12, 2003 Beijing

5 WKL SE



Collected P. in Memor
of Pearl S Buck

1938 4Fif DURSCA AR £ B Bk Act,  MLA™SS A A 69 /)8
CRHLY 2 BT, SeA3f 2 T U BN ) KR, (Ev5 A+
X e B i S R IR AR AR T AR b . ZERZER R AR ARt Tyt e i
RANBT HEFBREHE, (23T PR RSO XE 5 20 .

FEEBRAQUE LA RUR, 1528 T it BRI 38 v S, IS
T X o [ Ge/ MR BFF T S5, AT AL, TR BR R B ERR
B AP P SO AT ) AR

NFHNRW, Rt S IS, mE A P2 B v A 4
ANt IBEARRSEERGE. A, WERA, 2R
FAERBER—REBRIAZE, XL k. FR. SURMEA R
BN 2o, AERAERIRINLETIHITE, AN i) 5 5 o R &
FE IR

AL AARSET? SLRFEL RN “FEK S ™, X BEAA AR
HIF. B, ARERE, ASAESSAILIK. §iE. S
FEL BRI T5 A 3 15 KM N SO TR

M5, —ADEITUAH TR ARIEZLZE M, AR RS
i HAFISE . BAM S ARk, ENE T FEE PR SR .
3 52 SCA A SR 1) HHEFOOT TR . LIRS FORT . Sh AR
TS AP SCACAZ F A 7S TTRR A AC S5, BULEDRHE 2% T 0T
B ILHTEBBREUE, TEMB BRI T BB LR Y . 2002458k
VLT X E 2 T BRI R 11 0F4F L8038, HNbEEER,
A=, KEICFE. BFE. . FRFSTHRIEN S SFERE
FEXFiE, B4 OB, 2002 4F BT B BRF AR T SWHRAE A E T [RHF
FEH)—HE AR

FFUE X KRBT SRR, B ILRA KA XL, SIS
BRWF ST R W HIE SCEVORNL SR I, (RN LSRR, 564
WAL . AR P P SR XS IE 5 22— AL

AT

6



Preface (]I)

Pearl S. Buck, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1938, established her worldwide reputation with The Good
Earth, a novel with China as its subject matter. The novel drew
a comprehensive picture of the rural life in modern China and
dismissed the Westerners’ narrow—minded opinions and
misunderstandings of China. Pearl S. Buck devoted a whole
lifetime to the introduction of the ancient and great China to the
world and promoted the dialogue and melding of Chinese and
Western cultures.

Pearl S. Buck made great achievements in her literary
production, which benefits considerably from her energetic
exploration of the Chinese subject matter and from her study of
and borrowing from the traditional Chinese novel. It might be
said that Pearl S. Buck and many of her works have been, and
will be continue to be, “the treasure trove” in the cultural
exchange between China and the West.

Future appears before present, which fades into past. Human
affairs keep changing. The Chinese had quite a few
misunderstandings of and even slander against Pearl S. Buck,
their friend. Her life and work, however, have proved that she
is a bright star among world writers. She is an outstanding
woman, “great, kind, highly sensitive and full of compassion” ,
who deserves our memory and study, and from whose works
we can absorb much wisdom and nourishment.

Who can forget his hometown? Zhenjiang is Pearl Buck’ s
“Chinese hometown”, where there are the cemeteries and relics
of her parents, her deep footprints, her sorely missed scenery
with hills and waters, and her old home. Zhenjiang enjoys
exceptional advantages in Pearl Buck studies.

Today, a world characterized with the coexistence of different
cultures is emerging. The co—eXistence, exchange, complementarity
and melding of these different cultures all confirm the fact that
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Pearl Buck was full of remarkable insights. As an ancient
cultural city, Zhenjiang is embracing the whole world. Old hills
and waters are still there while new progress is made daily in
the city. To commemorate Pearl Buck, Zhenjiang renovated her
former residence on the top of Dengyun Hill and held a special
exhibition in her Alma Mater. In 2002, a grand symposium was
held in Zhenjiang to commemorate the 110" anniversary of the
birth of Pearl Buck. Distinguished guests and scholars, home
and abroad, coming from circles like literary criticism, translation,
history, religion and so on, gathered here and presented their
opinions. Pearl Buck Symposium, Zhenjiang, 2002, is a milestone
in Pearl Buck studies in China.

To keep the fruits of the symposium and to enrich Zhenjiang
culture, the Pearl S. Buck Research Center of Zhenjiang has
collected the papers and other materials and is to publish them
in the book form in memory of Pearl S. Buck, for the introduction
of Zhenjiang, and for the cultural dialogue and exchange between
China and the West.

Xu Xiaoxia
( Translated by Yao Junwei )
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