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Part 1 Philosophy

Philosophy begins with wonder. Although many of us know very little about the
jargon and history of philosophy, we have all been touched by the feeling of wonder with
which philosophy begins. This wondering and questioning begin early in our lives.
Almost as soon as children learn to talk, they ask: Where did I come from? Where do
people go when they die? How did the world start? Who made God? From the very

beginning of our lives, we start to ask the questions that make up philosophy.

Plato’s Academy

Indeed, the word philosophy comes from the Greek words philein, meaning “to
love” , and sophia,, meaning “wisdom”. Philosophy is thus the love of wisdom. It is the
pursuit of wisdom about what it means to be a human being, what the fundamental
nature of God and reality is, what the sources and limits of our knowledge are, and what
is good and right in our lives and in our societies.

Although philosophy begins with wonderment and questioning, it does not end
there. Philosophy tries to go beyond the standard answers to these questions that we may
have received when we were too young to seek our own answers. The goal of philosophy
is to get us to answer these questions for ourselves—to make up our own minds about
our self, life, knowledge, art, religion, and morality without simply depending on the

authority of parents, peers, television, teachers, or society.
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Unit 1

Why Study Philosophy?

What is philosophy? This is a
notoriously difficult question. One of
the easiest ways of answering it is to say
that philosophy is what philosophers do,
and then point to the writings of Plato,
Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant,
Russell, Wittgenstein, Sartre, and

other famous philosophers. However,

this answer is unlikely to be of much

£

use to you if you are just beginning the Plato

) Socrates Aristotle
subject, as you probably won’t have (427 _347BC) (469 -399BC) (384 —322BC)
read anything by these writers. Even if

you have, it may still be difficult to say what they have in common, if indeed there is a
relevant characteristic which they all share. Another approach to the question is to point
out that philosophy is derived from the Greek word meaning “love of wisdom”.
However, this is rather vague and even less helpful than saying that philosophy is what
philosophers do. So some very general comments about what philosophy is are needed.

Philosophy is an activity: it is a way of thinking about certain sorts of questions.
[ts most distinctive feature is its use of logical argument. Philosophers typically deal in
arguments: they either invent them, criticize other people’s, or do both. They also
analyze and clarify concepts. The word “philosophy” is often used in a much broader
sense than this to mean one’s general outlook on life, or else to refer to some forms of
mysticism. I will not be using the word in this broader sense here: my aim is to
illuminate some of the key areas of discussion in a tradition of thought which began with
the Ancient Greeks and has flourished in the twentieth century, predominantly in
Europe, North America, Australia and New Zealand.

What kind of things do philosophers working in this tradition argue about? They

often examine beliefs that most of us take for granted most of the time. They are
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concerned with questions about what could loosely be called “the meaning of life” :
questions about religion, right and wrong, politics, the nature of the external world, the
mind, science, art, and numerous other topics. For instance, most people live their
lives without questioning their fundamental beliefs, such as that killing is wrong. But
why is it wrong? What justification is there for saying that killing is wrong? Is it wrong
in every circumstance? And what do I mean by “wrong” anyway? These are
philosophical questions. Many of our beliefs, when examined, turn out to have firm
foundations ; but some do not. The study of philosophy not only helps us to think clearly
about our prejudices, but also helps to clarify precisely what we do believe. In the
process it develops an ability to argue coherently on a wide range of issues—a useful
transferable skill.

It is sometimes argued that there is no point in studying philosophy as all
philosophers ever do is sit around quibbling over the meaning of words. They never
seem to reach any conclusions of any importance and their contribution to society is
virtually non-existent. They are still arguing about the same problems that interested the
Ancient Greeks. Philosophy does not seem to change anything; philosophy leaves
everything as it is.

What is the value of studying philosophy at all? Starting to question the
fundamental assumptions of our lives could even be dangerous: we might end up feeling
unable to do anything, paralyzed by questioning too much. Indeed, the caricature of a
philosopher is of someone who is brilliant at dealing with very abstract thought in the
comfort of an armchair in an Oxford or Cambridge common room, but is hopeless at
dealing with the practicalities of life: someone who can explain the most complicated

passages of Hegel’s philosophy, but can’t work out how to boil an egg.

The examined life

One important reason for studying philosophy is that it deals with fundamental
questions about the meaning of our existence. Most of us at some time in our lives ask
ourselves basic philosophical questions. Why are we here? Is there any proof that God
exists? Is there any purpose to our lives? What makes anything right or wrong? Could we
ever be justified in breaking the law? Could our lives be just a dream? Is mind different
from body, or are we simply physical beings? How does science progress? What is art?
And so on.

Most people who study philosophy believe that it is important that each of us
examines such questions. Some even argue that an unexamined life is not worth living.
To carry on a routine existence without ever examining the principles on which it is
based may be like driving a car which has never been serviced. You may be justified in
trusting the brakes, the steering, the engine, since they have always worked well
enough up until now; but you may be completely unjustified in this trust: the brake
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pads may be faulty and fail you when you most need them. Similarly the principles on
which your life is based may be entirely sound, but until you’ve examined them, you
can’t be certain of this.

However, even if you do not seriously doubt the soundness of the assumptions on
which your life is based, you may be impoverishing your life by not exercising your
power of thought. Many people find it either too much of an effort, or too disturbing to
ask themselves such fundamental questions; they may be happy and comfortable with
their prejudices. But others have a strong desire to find answers to challenging

philosophical questions.

Learning to think

Another reason for studying philosophy is that it provides
a good way of learning to think more clearly about a wide
range of issues. The methods of philosophical thought can be
useful in a wide variety of situations, since by analyzing the
arguments for and against any position we learn skills which
can be transferred to other areas of life. Many people who

study philosophy go on to apply their philosophical skills in
jobs as diverse as the law, computer programming, management consultancy, the civil
service, and journalism—all areas in which clarity of thought is a great asset.
Philosophers also use the insights they gain about the nature of human existence when
they turn to the arts; a number of philosophers have also been successful as novelists,
critics, poets, film-makers and playwrights.

Pleasure

A further justification for the study of philosophy is that for many people it can be a
very pleasurable activity. There is something to be said for this defense of philosophy.
Its danger is that it could be taken to be reducing philosophical activity to the equivalent
of solving crossword puzzles. At times some philosophers’ approach to the subject can
seem very like this: some professional philosophers become obsessed with solving
obscure logical puzzles as an end in itself, publishing their solutions in esoteric
journals. At another extreme, some philosophers working in universities see themselves
as part of a “business” , and publish what is often mediocre work simply because it will
allow them to “get on” and achieve promotion ( quantity of publications being a factor
in determining who is promoted). They experience pleasure from seeing their names in
print, and from the increased salary and prestige that go with promotion. Fortunately,
however, much philosophy rises above this level.

( Text source; Philosophy; The Basics, 3™ Edition by Nigel Warburton,
Routledge, UK, 1999)
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Section A Text-based Reading Comprehension

1. Read the passage above and choose the best answer for each question.
1. What does the underlined word “illuminate” properly mean in the text?
A. illustrate B. discover C. emphasize D. criticize
2. What is the exaggerated image of the philosopher?
A. Someone who often debates with others about abstract thought.
B. Someone who is unable to do anything even though he/she is brilliant.
C. Someone who is good at handling abstract thought but helpless at practical
affairs.
D. Someone who does not know how to boil an egg by using Hegel’s philosophy.
3. Which of the following is true about “the examined life” ?
A. Examining life is just like driving a car.
B. Some argue that an examined life is not worth living.
C. The principles on which your life is based should never be changed.
D. Many people are lazy to ask themselves fundamental questions.
4. What is the benefit of “learning to think” according to the author?
A. People can learn philosophical skills without the help of philosophers.
B. People can apply philosophical skills in jobs where clarity of thought is needed.
C. People can also become novelists, critics, poets and film-makers like philosophers.
D. All of the above.
5. Some philosophers take themselves part of a “business” , because
A. they take philosophy as crossword puzzles
B. they regard philosophical study as a business
C. they can get promoted by publishing their study achievements
D. they are also businessmen while working in universities
II. Answer the following questions.
1. What kind of questions are philosophers concerned with according to the author?

2. What is the danger of taking studying philosophy as a very pleasurable activity?

III. Further discussion.

1. How may philosophy be used according to your understanding and experience?

2. What is your opinion on Socrates’ saying “ An unexamined life is not worth living. ” ?
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3. Have you ever questioned the fundamental beliefs like “Killing is wrong. ” 7 If ever,

please give more examples of the fundamental beliefs you have ever questioned.

Section B Vocabulary

I. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words given below.

notorious relevant distinctive clarify routine
justify assumption prejudice transfer obscure
1. Something that is to a situation or person is important or significant in that

situation or to that person.

2. To something means to make it easier to understand, usually by
explaining it in more detail.

3. It’s just a(n) medical examination, nothing to get worried about.

4. The pianist had to tailor his style to suit the vocalist’s voice.

5. Something that is is difficult to understand or deal with, usually because it
involves so many parts or details.

6. They accused him of having a(n) against his women employees.

7. If you make a(n) that something is true or will happen, you
accept that it is true or will happen, often without any real proof.

8. There has been a great of lower-paid people away from the inner cities.

9. To a decision, action, or idea means to show or prove that it is reasonable

or necessary.
10. To be means to be well-known for something bad.
II. Roots and word formation.

A. Study the following roots and list more examples in the space provided.

Root Meaning Examples More examples
anim life, mind, breath animate, animal

arch government to rule anarchy, monarchy

aud to hear audition, audible

brev short brevity, breviary

bas lower, bottom abase, basic
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B. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words given below.

animate  brevity anarchy inaudible  animosity abase audition

My acting is at 3:30, and my singing one is at 5:15.

We quarreled once but now there’s little between us.

Laughter his face for a moment.

We were surprised by the of the closing argument—just 7 minutes.
Without a federal government, a nation devolves into

One section on the tape recording is

N N R W -

He won’t himself by showing fear.

Section C Cloze

Aristotle (384 — 322BC) was the son of a prominent physician, in
Macedon in north east Greece. The medical interests of his family encouraged his own
later detailed empirical works in biology, which his philosophical outlook.
At the age of seventeen he became a of Plato’s Academy, and later a

teacher there. In the early days he was generally in agreement with Platonic philosophy,
- particular attention to the Phaedo, and only later, in important respects, did
he reject Plato’s philosophy. Nevertheless, he continued to share Plato’s opposition to
scepticism, and agreed that knowledge is possible; it is on the sceptical
problem is to be solved that they differed. Aristotle was predisposed to take a greater
interest than Plato in the natural world, of which Aristotle thought knowledge is
Following the death of Plato, Aristotle the Athenian Academy, and was
eventually tutor to the heir to the Macedonian throne, Alexander the Great. Aristotle
returned Athens in 335 BC, and taught at the Lyceum; but following the
early death of the all-conquering Alexander, resentment arose at the Macedonian
domination of Greece and the city-states; this Aristotle’s position in Athens,
as an alien with Macedonian connections, increasingly uncomfortable. A charge of
impiety was brought against Aristotle; rather than be the central character in a replay of
the fate of Socrates, he left Athens in 323 BC. Unable to return home to Stagira, the
city of his birth, which had been destroyed, he went to the remote city of Chalecis,
where he died in lonely exile in 322 BC at the age of sixty-two. He married twice,
having been once widowed; by his second he had a son, Nicomachus.



