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Preface

There are so many decisions one has to make throughout his life. As
a result of the different opportunities presented to us and the choices we
make, life takes on different paths. Standing at the crossroads, we choose
the directions we are going to take which lead to distinct future. Most people
would stay in their comfort zone rather than taking risks and facing drastic

changes. Born an adventurer, I, however, love challenges.

1 never dreamed a day that I would become an exchange student and
study somewhere other than my home country. This, of course, was changed
after I signed up for an exchange program. It was a spontaneous decision
and I am forever grateful for the support of my loving parents. Had they
not approved of it. I would have never turned out to be as independent and

decisive as [ am.

To be honest, I was really scared and nervous abhout what would happen.
Where am I going? When am I leaving? Whom am I living with? What am [
going to do? Why am I doing this? How will I like the experience? But these
unknowns and perplexity got me all the more excited at the same time. I love
to deal with difficulties and I enjoy taking challenges. I want my life to be

special, unique and dramatic.

The 300-day exchange experience started out with quite a bit of
frustration. I missed the plane from Chicago to Indianapolis. There I was
at an airport in a foreign country late at night. For a moment I was thinking
that “perhaps nobody will find me if I die right now”. Fortunately, an old
officer helped me out after I talked to him in my Chinglish.
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My host family still remind me of this embarrassing situation when
we have family gathering, or now, through E-mails. That one year was a
wonderful experience with plenty of fond memories. Making a Milky Way
galaxy model for the first time for the astronomy class; joining in different
athletic teams; doing fundraising; designing my prom dress; dancing for a
variety show; painstakingly studying for American History: helping grandma
to bake every cake; arguing with my little brother; running after my escaping
dog Jack; picking up dog poop: sweeping and burning fallen leaves; going
snow sliding; painting my room pink and orange. I can go on and on with
the stories, because these memories are carved into the bottom of my heart.
Though some are sorrowful, some are regretful, some are painful, I thoroughly

enjoyed everything that happened in Logansport, Indiana.

I chose to venture into the unknown territory and face the challenges.
Things didn't always turn out the way I had in mind. This adventure involved
no small amount of pressure, failure and adversity. But I believe that the
challenges and dreams made me strong. I choose and I persevere. I persevere

until I succeed.

My American grandpa told me “never say never”. Nothing can beat
me before 1 give up. I am young, and I am chasing my dreams. The brightest

orange represents my age, the gorgeous, fabulous 17.

After 300 days, my life was profoundly changed. Those days taught me
so many lessons, how to treat people, how to deal with troubles, and how to
express feelings. This unforgettable experience gives me a firm belief that 1
can overcome everything and I will be scared of nothing. Surely there will be
many harder choices and bigger challenges waiting for me in the future. But
I will no longer be timid and fearful, because I am resilient, audacious, and

perseverant.

WinD
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Had I not chosen to face the world by myself,
I would have never had the chance to meet these challenges ,
Neither would I have any idea about my potentials.
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