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Preface

This is a photograph album about the urban architecturesin Chengdu and also an epitome of the Chengdu architectures in the past hundred years.

The Photo Album of Century Classics: Chengdu Urban Construction in the Past Hundred Years includes more than 200 pictures of the architecturesin
Chengdu since the last year of the Qing Dynasty. It not only records what the city used to look like but also represents the urban development of the city
and the styles and features of the architecturesin the city.

As a time-honored city with a history of more than 2300 years, Chengdu is one of the first group of cities in China honored as the famous historic and
cultural cities. It is also one of the few cities that have never changed their names and that have still remained where they were since their establishment.
Crowned as the Land of Abundance, Chengdu is famous for its prosperity, which is well embodied in Li Bai's following verses: The heaven plotted out a land
called Chengdu. thousands upon thousands of households are included in the beautiful view. As the cradle of the brilliant Bashu civilization, Chengdu
boasts a profound culture. The vicissitudes of the Chengdu urban construction and the brilliant history of the city have gone into every detail of the book, in
which you are able to understand the very soul of the time-honored city and perceive the splendor of Chengdu's history and culture.

The antiquity and dreariness in our old memories that used to define the city are giving way to the constant urban construction in full swing. From the
ancient and lofty imperial city to the provincial exhibition hall and Tianfu Square, from the burgeoning of the Quanyechang to the prosperity of the business
centers such as Chunxi Road, Yanshikou and Dongdajie Street, from the hesternal Jinguan City characterized by white walls and blue tiles to the present-
day international metropolis that abounds with high-rises, the changes have never ceased. The never-ending changes and improvement are what defines
the urban development of the ancient city today.

The Photo Album of Century Classics: Chengdu Urban Construction in the Past Hundred Years not only shows the great changes of the urban
construction of Chengdu but also embodies the profound culture and the special lifestyle of this city. It is a gread valuable classic collection of pictures that
helps people recollect and get to know Chengdu and then inspires people to love the city and to make efforts to make it a better place.

During the editing process of the album, the 5.12 Wenchuan Earthquake took place. Chengdu suffered from great loss of lives and properties. A great
many of moving pictures about love and care in front of the calamity will be kept in our heart forever. This album also includes some pictures about the ruins
caused by the earthquake and about the interim shelters provided by the government for the victims. These pictures vyll%rve as a record of the
earthquake, reminding people of the great tragedy eternally. Let us get over the grief and rebuild our home with love! v -
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Reminiscence of Old Chengdu

The choppy water of the Funan River reflects the memories of an old city.
Mottled black and white are covered with colorful blossoms.

In the old city, we can hear the voice of the blossoming lotus,

Because we have always been living in herreminiscence.

The war-torn Imperial City Gongyuan has survived the vicissitudes of more than 2300 years and  still remain majestic;
the antique city walls became run-down and moftled ones surrounded by overrunning weeds in the smoke of war in
the last years of the feudal Qing Dynasty. the prosperous Quanyechang, a hustling and bustling place, abounded
with hundreds of stores. in YuelaiTea House that is full of people, Sanginghui, a famous opera troupe presented its
wonderful performances, leading Sichuan Opera to its peak; the Unknown Heroes witnessed that 3 million 500 thous
and Sichuan soldiers lost their lives for the great cause of the War of the Resistance against Japan. the ancient peace
ful Kuanzhai Alleys that has turned from a Manchu community into a place defined by the typical old Chengdu lifesty
le with all the Chengdu classics: bamboo chair, Gaiwan Tea and Longmenzhen. These symbols at the back of our mind
have constituted an epitome of the past, telling the stories of the old city.
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Sichuan city street map(in1894)
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It was builtin 311 B.C. During the Ming Dynasty, animposing architecture, the Mansion of the King of Shu, was built on the
site of it and was called the Imperial City . During the Qing Dynasty, it was used as the Imperial Examination Hall, which
was not as magnificent as the Mansion of the King of Shu in appearance but people could still perceive a tinge of statel-
iness of whatitusedto be.In Sichuan Province, people are used to call it the Old Imperial City.
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The City Gate Holes of the Old Imperial City (Photoed in 1940s)

There are three vaulted doors on Tian'anmen Gate, the front gate of Gongyuan (the gate tower of Duanli Gate of the Mansion of

the King of the Shu Kingdom in the Ming Dynasty). The main door sits in the middle and the two side doors on both flanks. They are

usually called the City Gate Holes. There are two narrow stone staircases leading directly to the city gate tower. In the picture
the overrunning weeds and the mottled brick walls serve as the witness of the vicissitudes.




