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The government has | hed its |

on better of child poverty, but it really has to be
asked, better for whom? This is a government that looks set to preside over a truly dramatic increase in child
poverty. The Institute for Fiscal Studies projects that after a decade of steady reductions in child poverty rates,
300, 000 more children will be living in poverty in the UK by 2015. Big cuts to tax credits, a three-year freeze
in child benefit, uprating out-of-work henefits using CPI rather than the more generous RPl—all will make
vulnerable families poor over the course of this parliament.

So what does the government do about it? Rather than review its policies and ask how it can seek to fulfill
its legal commitments under the Child Poverty Act 2010, it launches a consultation on the way that child poverty
is measured.

Poverty is a complex phenomenon and no single indicator can fully capture the condition. The CPA 2010
recognizes this, urging governments to make progress against four specific measures; relative poverty, absolute

poverty , material deprivation and persistent poverty. Alongside this, we also track numerous other indicators of

child well-being in the UK such as educational achievement, health and subjective exp

Both lain Duncan Smith and David Laws sought to convince the audience at the launch of the consultation
that the government was not in retreat from the i ined in the CPA 2010. But in truth, the

Itation d. is peppered with digs at the relative measure, suggesting that changes to this indicator do
not tell us anything meaningful about “real” poverty.

The consultation also seeks to dilute the relevance of income by developing a “ multidi ional indicator”
of child poverty. This indi will blend togeth of warkl . geable debt and family

stability among others to produce a single headline number that can be tracked over time,

At best, the government is combining poverty with its many consequences. At worst, it is simply changing
the yardstick against which they will be measured.

Consider, for ple, the proposal that p 1 workl be a key defining feature of the new child
poverty measure. Using current definitions, 60% of children living in poverty today have at least one parent in
work. Any measure that insists poverty is about worklessness will simply airbrush these 1.4 million children out
of the picture altogether.

Equally worryingly, the consultation insists that any new poverty measure must resonate with the public.
The lstest British Social Attitudes survey shows just how widespread negative views of vulnerable groups in
society are, but also makes clear that much of this shift in public opinion has been caused by current and
previous government policies.

So, should we expect better measures of child poverty as a result of the consultation? Not better for the
children growing up in low-income families for sure. And given the broader costs to society of child poverty, not
better for anyone else—except, perhaps, a government that we suspect may be trying to avoid being held to
account. OBt s guardion. co. ik
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85. What is the main idea of the passage?

[ A] Public speaking in international forums. [ B] Public speaking in daily life context.

[C] The many uses of public speaking. [D] The rules of public speaking.

A 3D Y A, AT AR R AR T B, T A R A SO AT LB P A R S
VLBA , DT 42 1 2538 B 2R LS R BT R R 25 B

The art of public speaking began in ancient Greece over 2,000 years ago. Now, twitter, instant

messenging, e-mail, blogs and chat forums offer rival approaches to communication—but none can replace the

role of a great speech.

The spoken word can handle various vital functions: persuading or inspiring, informing, paying tribute,

entertaining, or simply introducing someone or something or accepting something.

Over the past year, the human voice has helped guide us over the ups and downs of what was certainly a
stormy time.

Persuasion is used in dealing with or reconciling different points of view. When the leaders met in

Copenhagen in December 2009, persuasive words from activists encouraged them to commit themselves to firmer
action.

Inspirational speeches confront the emotions. They focus on topics and matters that are close to people’s

hearts. During wars, generals used inspiring speeches to prepare the troops for battle.

A speech that conveys knowledge and enhances understanding can inform us. The information must be

clear, accurate, and expressed in a meaningful and interesting way. When the HINI pandemic ( {{#if7J%) was
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announced, the idea of “swine flu” (5 #i/#) scared many people. Informative speeches from World Health
Organization officials helped people to keep their panic under control so they could take sensible precautions.

Sad events are never easy to deal with but a speech that pays tribute to the loss of a loved one and gives
praise for their contribution can be comforting. Madonna’s speech about Michael Jackson, after his death,
highlighted the fact that he will continue to live on through his music.

It’s not only in world forums where public speaking plays an important role. It can also be surprisingly
helpful in the course of our own lives.

If you're taking part in a debate you need to persuade the listeners of the soundness of your argument. In
sports, athletes know the importance of a pep talk ( #{#E+ )i} ) before a match to inspire teammates.
You yourself may be asked to do a presentation at college or work to inform the others about an area of vital
importance.

On a more personal level, a friend may be upset and need comforting. Or you might be asked to introduce
a speaker at a family event or to speak at a wedding, where your language will be needed to move people or
make them laugh.

Great speaking ability is not something we’re born with. Even Barack Obama works hard to perfect every
speech. For a brilliant speech, there are rules that you can put to good use. To learn those rules you have to

practice and learn from some outstanding speeches in the past.

-

Ef— CBRIENACFEEE SEFHEMZE 4" public speaking” i) 8 EAEH : “ Persuasion is used in
dealing with or reconciling different points of view.” *Inspirational speeches confront the emotions.” “A
speech that conveys knowledge and enhances understanding can inform us. " “Sad events are never easy to deal
with but a speech...” “It can also be surprisingly helpful in the course of our own lives. " It o] 1, [ C] fEME
BRE2EXER ,BOVNERER.
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There are superstitions attached to numbers; even those ancient Greeks believed that all numbers and their

multiples had some mystical significance.

Those numbers between 1 and 13 were in particular to have a powerful influence over the affairs of men.

For example, it is commonly said that luck, good or bad, comes in three; if an accident happens, two
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2%/ EEEEA
more of the same kind may be expected soon afterwards. The arrival of a letter will be followed by two others
within a certain period.

Another belief involving the number three has it that it is unlucky to light three cigarettes from the one

match. If this happens, the bad luck that goes with the deed falls upon the person whose cigarette was the last
to be lit. The ill-omen linked to the lighting of three things from one match or candle goes back to at least the
17th century and probably earlier. It was believed that three candles alight at the same time would be sure to
bring bad luck; one, two, or four, were permissible, but never just three.

Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a bringer of good luck. The ancient astrologers

believed that the universe was governed by seven planets; students of Shakespeare will recall that the life of man
was divided into seven ages. Seven horseshoes nailed to a horse will protect it from all evil.

Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number because it is the product of three times three. It was much

used by the Anglo-Saxons in their charms for healing.

Another belief was that great changes occurred every 7th and 9th of a man’s life. Consequently, the age of
63 (the product of nine and seven) was thought to be a very perilous time for him. If he survived his 63rd year
he might hope to live to a ripe old age.

Thirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear.

The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Christ’s Last Supper. This

being the eve of his betrayal, it is not difficult to understand the significance given to the number by the early
Christians.
In modern times 13 is an especially unlucky number of a dinner party, for example. Hotels will avoid

numbering a floor the 13th; the progression is from 12 to 14, and no room is given the number 13. Many home
owners will use 124 instead of 13 as their house number.
Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded with any fear at all, which just

shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs.

(o)

T ST
S MR
TR S

i WA B A AT A, AL F EHRBF S5 RE . 230 B —B" 4, 6 — B
PO BF R T TGRS L7, T S BB U — B F AR E & X R — B RAEE
SE, XERHNEBNR:

68. According to the passage, which of the following groups of numbers will certainly bring good luck
to people?

[A] 3 and 7. [B] 3 and 9. [C] 7 and 9. [D] 3 and 13.
prA [ O] EaE R EESE T N BEAYFF 3k 4] “ Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a
bringer of good luck. ” #1 “Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number...” #0185 IEFELE [ C].

69. The ill luck associated with 13 is supposed to have its origin in .

[A] legend [B] religion [C] popular belief [D] certain customs
fpd k[ B B MEEESS /\  JUBLAY " Thirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear. ” FfI
“The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Christ’s Last Supper. " {& 1] %l
[B]MIEWER.

70. What is the author’s attitude towards people’s superstitious beliefs?

[A] He is mildly critical. [B] He is strongly critical.

[C] He is in favor of them. [D] His attitude is not clear.

AT R A BRIES I ESG — B Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded
with any fear at all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs. " B} 7] 1 {E & i 25 B
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According to the passage, “...spring cleaning is a difficult notion for modern families to grasp” means
that spring cleaning

[A] is no longer an easy practice to understand

[B] is no longer part of modern family life

[C] requires more family members to be involved

[D] calls for more complicated skills and knowledge

JRXINT:

I know when the snow melts and the first robins (%18 &) come to call, when the laughter of children
returns to the parks and playgrounds, something wonderful is about to happen.

Spring cleaning.

I'll admit spring cleaning is a difficult notion for modern families to grasp. Today’s busy families hardly
have time to load the dishwasher, much less clean the doormat. Asking the family to spend the weekend
collecting winter dog piles from the melting snow in the backyard is like announcing there will be no more
Wi-Fi. It interrupts the natural order.

“Honey, what say we spend the weekend beating the rugs, sorting through the boxes in the basement and
painting our bedroom a nice lemony yellow?” T say.

“Can we at least wait until the NBA matches are over?” my husband answers.

But I tell my family, spring cleaning can’t wait. The temperature has risen just enough to melt snow but not
enough for Little League practice to start. Some flowers are peeking out of the thawing ground, but there is no
lawn to seed, nor garden to tend. Newly wakened from our winter’s hibernation (4&H8) , yet still needing extra’
blankets at night, we open our windows to the first fresh air floating on the breeze and all of the natural world
demanding “Awake and be clean!”

Biologists offer a theory about this primal impulse to clean out every drawer and closet in the house at
spring’s first light, which has to do with melatonin, the sleepytime hormone (#{ %) our bodies produce when
it’s dark. When spring’s light comes, the melatonin diminishes, and suddenly we are awakened to the dusty,
virus-filled house we've been hibernating in for four months.

I tell my family about the science and psychology of a good healthy cleaning at spring’s arrival. I speak to
them about life’s greatest rewards waiting in the removal of soap scum from the bathtub, which hasn’t been
properly cleaned since the first snowfall.

“Tll do it,” says the eldest child, a 21-year-old college student who lives at home.
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“You will? Wow!" I exclaim.

Maybe after all these years, he’s finally grasped the concept. Maybe he’s expressing his rightful position as
eldest child and role model. Or maybe he’s going to Florida for a break in a couple of weeks and he’s being nice
to me who is the financial-aid officer.

No matter. Seeing my adult son willingly cleaning that dirty bathtub gives me hope for the future of his
12-year-old brother who, instead of working, is found to be sleeping in the seat of the window he is supposed to
be cleaning.

“Awake and be clean!” [ say.
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Text KN |

In the 19th century, there used to be a model of how to be a good person. There are all these torrents of

passion flowing through you. Your job, as captain of your soul, is to erect dams to keep these passions in
check. Your job is to just say no to laziness, lust, greed, drug use and the other sins.

These days that model is out of fashion. You usually can’t change your behaviour by simply resolving to do
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