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DENG XIAOGANG' S ART
INTRODUCTION

Born in Yubei district in Chongqing in 1967
Postgraduate certificate

Chinese Artists Association member
Chinese Calligraphers Association member
Chinese Musicians Association member
The central liberal art academies director

Learning from Guo Yicong
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FOREWORD

As for the source of flowing water

Qu Quansheng (lieutenant general, Propaganda Minister of The Chinese people's liberation army (PLA)
general political department, Chengdu military region deputy political commissar, famous poet.)

Confucius said: "the wise love river, while the benevolent prefer mountain." I consider that after this also
can be added: both the benevolence and wise, and landscape will be loved. For only the one who is intelligent
and composed, can have huge attainments and great achievements in traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy.
It's not the interpretation of the ancients, but the enlightenment Mr Deng Xiaogang gives me.

People who are Familiar with Mr Deng Xiaogang's works have the common view, is that xiaogang is a
genius who is good at calligraphy, painting and music in today's chinese palace of art.

In the hometown in Chongging, someone has called him a maverick genius, prodigy, and wizard. But I
can't agree with that. If the former two are praises, the last one is a dispraise. Wizard refers to the person who is
clever in trivals. And xiaogang is so young, but he is the member of the Chinese artists, calligrapher and musical
association. This qualification is beyond the word "wizard", he is the man with witness.

He can't read musical score, but he can create dozens of popular songs, which attracts many stars such as
Yang Hongji, Yan Weiwen, Zheng Xulan, Li Danyang, Wang Hongwei, Zu Hai, Zhou Qiang, Lei Jia, Ha Hui to
sing. In 2006, "Qu Quansheng and Deng Xiaogang originals concert" was held successfully. Though he is not
a professional in painting and calligraphy by training, his works have participated in the art exhibition held by
Chinese painting, Chinese calligrapher's association and the ministry of culture, and won the prize. No wonder
people value this painting and calligraphy that rooted from the traditional, but full of innovation, because of
that, multitudinous people chase after his works.

Xiao gang's achievement in art dues to his talents, but his rich life experiences, profound philosophy and
progressive learning spirit can not be excluded. Xiao gang dwells at YuBei as his ancestors, who were famers
before. Although his father did not know painting at all, but he is influenced by his father's friend Shui Hua (a
famous late flower-and-bird painter in Chonggqing) when he was young, hence he was attached to calligraphy and
painting. After the enlightenment, peasant's down-to-earth effort culture developed his diligent spirit, peaceful
environment of bamboo surrounded huts nourish his lonely pursuit of art. Untill today, his genes of preference
for the bamboo and tree and the inspiration of bamboo and trees' painting can be found from his hometown's
bamboo forest. \

Xiao gang majored on philosophy in the university, philosophy makes people deep, calligraphy and music
painting make people clever, music makes people wise. Sound combination of painting, calligraphy and music
make xiao gang's art optimistic personality when he faces the ill-fated life. In the face of the great art, he is
pursuiting never changing. Xiao gang's calligraphy and painting works, with elegant style and vivid charm, all
related to his philosophical accomplishment and life experiences. "Plants die in the fall while conifers are alone."
Double edification of philosophy and arts, make xiao gang has always maintained a magnanimous life attitude
and persistence for art in front of failure in the business, divorce and three survivials with permanently disabled.
In 2007, xiao gang retired from the prosecutor post, he started calligraphy and painting and flourished his
business by virue of art. Needless to say, a man's true worth wins the admiration. Xiao gang got great reputation
and became a model of the city. In 2010, he resolutely put his promising business down, live in Beijing
specializing in art creation. All of this showing his obsession for the arts as he said: in the life, I am a soldier, but
when [ paint, [ have become a general in the war. My thoughts, my emotions, my tolerance and mind, entirely
permeate into the brush in my hand ......

Xiao gang has learned painting for 10 years, however he has trained calligraphy for thirty years, which

has already laid a solid foundation for his painting. Xiao gang's flowers-and-birds ink painting on the basis of
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the tradition, but he is never constrained, he follows natural laws with free brush using. Skilled technique and
infinite change is his pursuit. His rhythm of the lines is smooth like flowing water, moving clouds and stable as
Tai moutain. Every lifting and stroking can be harsh or slow freely. The frame of paninting's dense and intense is
in his heart. He is good at heavy and light color in ink using at ease. His technique is skillful, his insight into the
object is perspective. Keeping bamboos in the mind first, then he transfers the images in his mind to the ink. No
matter small sketch or large scale wall splash-ink painting, we can feel the grand attitude and distinctive vison
in his work. No matter old or the new plant, the force of life pemenate into the pictures, which are filled with the
charming of ancient flowing, cleverness and subtleness, elegant and deep meaning, all of these make appreiciator
lingering.

Learning art is no endless, Xiao gang has found rapid developing path in ink painting creation road .If he
keeps solid and constant footsteps, more wonderful and splendid future will be in front of him. Because of this,
the combination of object with the image on the paper is perfect. The distinction of the reality and the painting is
too slight to discover. unity of form and sprit is his core of his works. The integration of this essences in the art
stems from his solid calligraphy foundation and music inspiration.

Scrutinizing his work of bamboos, cypress, wintersweet, lotus, the traditional lingering charm is filled with
the heart, among which, the ink bamboos and old cypress are vivid and full of deep connotation. The images of
cold cypress and ink bamboos is compose of the calligraphy lines whose are like twisted wire bundle and black
dragon. The line of brush using has the potential power and grand imposing manner. The lines in his work is
jagged at random, they are powerful clear and changeful. The skills of Chinese painting display with the lines.
About the painting method of the cypress branch, he expressed the power and vigor through the brush, Xiao
gang is brave enough to use the special method in the painting, which is, paint the leaves of the cold cypress
first at random, and then convey the leaves with the special effort of ink permeating vividly. the flourish crown
contrasts with the stable trunk. Combining wet water and dry ink, the cold cypress is full of vigor just as the old
saying goes, every flower fade, only cypress still stand in the cold winter. Everybody shocks after appreciating
his works.

Xiao gang is keeping the awesome to the art all the time,and for the earnest about the learning, he does
his best. Although at the age of fifty, he still learns new from the teachers constantly. In 2010, xiao gang went
to Beijing to visti Guoyicong who is a master in the field of flower-and-bird painting after reccommending by
Ye Yuzhong, Mr. Guo teaches him to paint better and solve his puzzles, treats him sincerely. Xiaogang has
benefited a lot from Guo's techniques, especially on flower-and-bird paintings brushwork. Mr. Guo told him"
All the functions of the brush must be used during the painting, which make the images colorful". Inspired by
the instruction, xiaogang puts the brush into use perfectly, learns from the ancient style to the today's methods,
because of this, the skill of the line using make xiaogang express the inner and outer of the objects, convey the
materials and sprits with deep connotation.

Mo-tse once said: "the water of the rivers isn't from one source, furs of a coat isn't from a fox". Xiaogang
inherits tradition but he is never constrained. When he started to painted ink bamboos, he deliberately pursues
old elegance. Wen Tong, Su Shi in Song dynasty, Gao Kegong, li Xizhai, Yao Shou, Song Ke in Yuan dynasty,
Wang Fu, Xia Chang in Ming dynasty, Pu Hua, Zheng Banqiao in Qing dynasty, he studied all the masterpieces
of the masters' all the time. He is studying the controlling of the ink and brush using which reflects in the

bamboo's position, trunk, leaves and the different appearances in the distinct surroundings. The vivid and



characteristic shape give appreciator the feelings of lingering charm and elegance. Xiaogang researches the
masterpieces to seek the core spirits and deep connotation to inherit. Recently, his original bamboo painting
method is a breakthrough to the traditonal pattern. Perfect combination of the ink and water, proper mixture of
the colors, coherence of the dry and wetness, by which, several old twigs standing in the rain and wind, the frame
give apprencitor fresh spirits. This is original which is out of conventional pattern, along with the fresh beauty
and misty poetic senses in it.

Xiao gang is obsessed with bamboo, bacause of this, he located surrounded with bamboos. If not, he
would be sleepless in the night.In order to paint bamboos well, he plant all kinds of bamboos including gold
thread bamboo, green bamboo, steel bamboo, ink bamboo and so on, about ten species in all. With bamboo's
changing in different seanons, he enjoys himself with a cup of tea with the seasons changing. Xiao gang's work
of bamboo growing comes from the inspiration of sketch observation. He grasps all the different characteristics
and spiritual temperamen of the bamboo twigs correctly in the picture, clusters of new bamboos with only a few
piece of cute twigs in it is out of a large high dense bamboo forest, very novel form and life feeling filled in it.
The new bamboo seems to be telling the story of life growth, interpretes the connotation of the old word "jade"
vividly. No wonder Guoyicong evaluated xiao gang has his own art symbols after appreciating his work Bamboo
growing.

Xiao gang considers sketch as creation cornerstone, whenever he has free time, he always goes out
sketching. He went to bamboo forest three times, observed the distinctions in four seasons, they are soft in
spring, dense in summer, sparse in autumn, faded in winte. Bamboo in his works has the inner spirits. He came
to suzhou's garden to observe the shape of cypress and shocked by the natural power, cypress in Guangyuan
in Sichuan province and wild forest in Yichun in Heilongjiang province are all his objects to paint. His work
of ink wild forest refresh the appreciator, the reason is not only the grand shape and profound conception, but
also he pemenates the feeling toward to the forest to the accurate frame and exact pattern to creat the natural
environment and convey the mind, bravery and vision of the painter." Keeping spirit during the painting, emitting
light in chaos". He mastered the brush to paint as a soilder ride a horse in the battle. The rapid stroke paint the
powerful old tree and the slow ink spreading paint the mosses on the tree. The trees seem moisture and straight in
the nearby while misty and dense in the farway. Shrubs and leaves on the ground is created by dotted at random.

The shape of the ink dot vagaries, they are like magnificent flower at a closer look and the patches of vibrant

leaves from the distance. Xiao gang's creation likes performing a symphony the rhythm of the forest.

No matter small sketch or large scale wall splash-ink painting, we can feel the grand attitude and distinctive
vision in his work. No matter old or the new plant, the force of life permeate into the pictures, which are filled
with the charming of ancient flowing, cleverness and subtleness, elegant and deep meaning, .al] of these make
appreciator lingering.

Learning and art is no endless, Xiao gang has found rapid developing path in ink painting creation road. If

he keeps solid and constant footsteps, more wonderful and splendid future will be in front of him.
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IMPRESSION ON INK PAINTING

— Appreciation of Deng Xiaogang's calligraphy and painting works
Sun ke

Not long ago, I met Mr Deng Xiaogang who is a painter, calligrapher and musician, learned and introduced
by Mr. Guo, we talked about the various calligraphy and painting congenially all the afternoon. I have some
preliminary understandings about him after appreciating his late works. He is a young, enthusiastic, talented
man, not mention to his clear and strong views for calligraphy and painting. He dosen't drift with the current
popular in no hurry to success, according to his statement, writing calligraphy and painting every day become a
kind of cheerful way of life. I think, having such a kind of less "active" attitude towards fame and wealth is, or
keeping a peaceful attitude in the progress of pursuiting success may be more worthy of attention in the present
art field.

People often say "the fancy connection with calligraphy and painting", the word "connection" for Deng
Xiaogang makes sense. Deng Xiaogang fancies painting and calligraphy, especially the early contacts with
calligraphy and ceaseless practices lay a good foundation for his later development, which also berefits
his paintings a lot. Deng Xiaogang became a civil servant, he made much dedication in his career, he also
experienced frustrations and tribulations, and encountered death three times. These special experiences has never
obstructed his obsession with painting and calligraphy. When he was in the state of mentality of peace, he is
back to painting and calligraphy field decisively, and makes remarkable achievements.

Deng Xiaogang's calligraphy and painting has reached a high level, first of all, I valued his talent, wisdom
and capability on the calligraphy. In my opinion, his creation is close to the traditional literati painting,
calligraphy is an important foundation. Deng Xiaogang began to practice calligraphy when he was five years old,
imitating the model at frist, then ShiMenSong, ZhangQianBei and LanTingXu in Tang dynasty, 20 or 30 Su Shi's
YiYeTie. Mi Fu's ZhaoXiTie in Song dynasty, He imitates all kind of masterpieces widely to chase the spirit and
perceive the mystery of the calligraphy.

Calligraphy history is finished by calligraphers of all dynasties through their individual characteristic
works, at the same time, has the common regularity. For example, if calligraphy is a tree, Wang Xizhi, Wang
Xianzhi, Couyangxun, Su Shi, Huang Tingjian, Mi Fu, Chai Jing, Wang Duo, Fu Shan, all these calligraphers are
the trunks. What can we do for the booming of this tree as modern people? When I appreciate xiaogang' work
Lang Ting Xu, which is elegant and free, filled with skill, I am very excited, it conveys his traditional training
skills. For the Chinese painting, calligraphy is the foundation, the so-called "the calligraphy and painting is
homology", it refers to the characteristic of Chinese painting. Because it emphasizes artistic pursuit of inner
beauty. Calligraphy training not only benifits artists' understanding of the space, the sparseness and density, black
and white, light and heavy color, and the abstract and objective aesthetic feeling, but also associates with wrist
performance. Calligraphy training is the important foundation for a painter. This is more obvious especially for
the traditional Chinese flower-and-bird paintings which is most popular among people. Deng Xiaogang is good
at painting bamboo, orchid and other flowers, he used to be a calligrapher. Bamboo and orchid is the ancient
Chinese painting subjects, people began to paint them about in the late Tang dynasty period. Poetic culture in
our country gives the plant the noble personality. "when it is unearthed, it has the integrity, it is getting modest
as growing". Integrity and modesty is the personality standard, obviously, bamboo analogy is appropriate, at
the same time, the bamboo branches form fit the brush using method, Zhao Mengfu said: "calligraphy has the

same way, bamboo painting also has eight methods, if someone can understand, the calligraphy and painting



is homology" So almost all past dynasties literati painters are crazy about that. We try to imagine from ancient
times to today, thousands of painter painted bamboo repeatedly, but later generations still keeps bamboo painting.
It is unimaginable for the western painters and people who have the west education backgrounds. Actually, those
literati painters painted bamboo literally, they draw themselves in the spirit, either thin or thick. They refer to the
spirit, temperament and interest.

Deng Xiaogang's hometown has more bamboos, that is why he is good at drawing them, but the bamboo
in the eyes must be transferred to the bamboo in the heart and images in the pictures which will learn from the
ancients predecessors. Deng Xiaogang makes the great effort, he studied the Zhao Mengfu and Li Kan in Yuan
dynasty, Xia Chang, and Wen Zhengming in Ming dynasty, Shi Tao, Jin Nong, and Zheng Xie in Qing dynasty
and any other modern eminent people like Wu Changshuo, etc. Because bamboo painting has its regularity, early
in Yuan dynasty, the painter Li Kan who is the author of Bamboo painting ten volumes, indicated the painting
bamboo methods summarization in detail in his books. Deng Xiaogang has any other strengths besides learning
from the ancient masters, one is his hometown with bamboo everywhere, he is familiar with its ecological habits,
and different shape in distinctive weather and lands which is the advantages comparing wth the northern painters.
Secondly, he has soild calligraphy foundation to use the brush and express the shade and distance freely. So look
at his bamboo painting, the trunk is tall and straight, the leaves are curve, naturally accumulation and dispersion
skillfully, flesh and bone are balance. He has fromed his own characteristic in painting bamboo. In recent years,
his bold exploration of splash-ink method which puts the abstract elements of traditional painting permeating into
the ink to make the picture more richness in flavor. His original new bamboo growing, a few cute and flexible
new twigs, suddenly spout out of bamboo forest, fully shows his excellent observation of life and understand
intelligence and innovative thinking, as Mr Guo Yicong said, Deng Xiaogang bamboo painting has found his
own art character symbols. This innovation of bamboo painting is a breakthrough for the ancient painting pattern,
let me foresee the ink bamboo painting's new development direction. Orchid is another theme of the literati
paintings, orchids in the empty valley, far from the chaos, its character attracts many writers and painters, Orchid
painting looks simple, but the power of brush using and interspersed distribution is difficult to control. Deng
Xiaogang has comprehended these three elements deeply. Deng Xiaogang's orchid painting is elegant and free,
mixed calligraphy in it. The skill and spirit are revealed in his painting .

Deng Xiaogang keeps moving, under the guidance of Mr Guo Yicong, he opens the field of vision, breaks
through the barriers, and expands innotation of the flower and-bird painting. He has bold ihr_lovation on a set
of forest ink painting in recent years. These are experiences when he was in Qingcheng mountain in Sichuan
province, Jiange cuiyun cloud lang, and his tour to Xishuangbanna in Yunnan and Xingan mountains forest area
and original forest in Yichun in Heilongjiang province, all of which are the condensation of the impression, then
transfer to the source of his creation. His series of ink forest paintings, I call them "ink impression painting",
as to distinguish it from many other landscape painter doing the work that is making trees and stones for the
element symbols or images as ornament, and amother other painters who are blind to draw everything trivals
equitesite, he has the unique courage to paint in his own way. The reason why I called this serise of works "ink
impression", is that they are between the reality and illusion, sketch and memerial painting, which seems to blend

with trunks and branches by the mixture of painting realistically and artistically depending on the spreading ink
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on the paper incisively to build the senery of real thick fores, or such a sense of reality and immersive is beyond
the blind equsite drawing, More important is, his works roots in the traditional ink painting. The development of
Chinese ink painting has a diverse landscape, however, some works of modern ink painting fully use symbols
and ink texture to create abstract illusion, and visual complexity and chaos, to make the audience confused.
Deng Xiaogang doesn't follow the modern way, he is looking for the new space and language on the basis of the
tradition, he implicts forest ink painting impression boldly, indicating his spirit and courage. He dipped the water
and ink using a long brush to paint different lines and shape, by use of distinctives of the power and position, his
works were blended the feature of calligraphy and painting to form the rich effect of splendid fusion. Towering
trunk on the picture seems no pen, but the calligraphy method mixed into it completely. Deng Xiaogang made
blossoms with brush, and formed a lasting rhythm of ink painting texture abstract effect through ink colliding
with paper, light and heavy color depending on the heart, it is a flower full of ink verve at a closer look, from
a distance, they are grass and trees in the jungle, the view makes people intoxicated. The work Back From
Qingcheng, in which several branches sprout out of the straight trunk with great efforts, is full of spirit and vivid
images in the whole picture. Two giant pines are quite vivid and touching in his work Back From Yichun, it was
painted in his studio apparently, but the picture is filled with a live impression by his rare representation and
control ability. Through this group work, I think Deng Xiaogang has made a gredt step apparently in Chinese ink
painting innovation and exploration by virtue of bright and broad prospect. Deng Xiaogang is versatile, the one
who dabbled in various type, he makes great efforts not only to expand in calligraphy and painting, to get great
achievement, but also become a composer in music by self-teaching, his songs are famous widely, deserves many
singers to sing, which showing his special art gene. However, I would prefer to see this talented painter, with
more perseverance and his own talents and solid capability, climb to the painting and calligraphy art peak step by

step wistfully and attentively.

In never longly residence on Jinghua road in May 2012
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