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We wish to express our gratitude to the International Broadcasting
Bureau (IBB) for their permission to make use of the Voice of
America recordings in this book.
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The Concise Oxford Dictionary is among the most famous
books of the world. It ... has reached millions of users in
many walks of life, who look to it for comprehensiveness
and authority ... It is, in fact, an institution ... retaining
and enhancing the authority and thoroughness on which
its reputation depend. @
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Another important feature of this edition -has been the
enlisting of special consultants of North American usage
which has enabled us to improve our coverage of this
area and to apply geographical labels more accurately. @
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@ Bill Bryson, Mother Tongue: The English Language (London, Penguin Books,
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® Joseph J. Ellis, The Passionate Sage: The Characters Legacy of John Adams.
New York & London, W.W. Norton, 2001, pp.48-49
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n = noun (% i)

U = uncountable (4~ A #)

C = countable (7] #)

v = verb (H5)

to-v = “10” infinitive (3 to AiE)

v-ing = gerund / present participle (H5il) -ing &)
adj = adjective (&2 5il)

adv = adverb (&@l7)

prep = preposition (41i)

conj = conjunction (i)



int = interjecti(;n (R )

subj =*subject (E£75)

obj = object (&)

phr = phrase ($55)
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