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PREFACE

The museum is a place for the public to appreciate and communicate the refined culture.to foster their sentiments,
and to seek knowledge with amusement. Folk customs by nature are ariginated from common people’s life,so
the function of this Folklore Exhibition in the Capital Museum is to enhance its affinity with public cultural
interests.

The Old Beijing Folklore Exhibition,with"Families in Hutong™as the theme, adopts Hutong (community lane)
and Quadrangle Courtyard as typical symbolic elements to represent the features of Beijing folk customs. The
format is from Hutong to courtyard. and then the families. The layout is divided into households, so that
behind the folklore features, the social relations between households and their association with the neighbor-
hood in old Beijing are demonstrated. In this way, an overwhelming atmosphere of cultural communication is

presented and the visitors are submerged into the Beijing folklore when they enter the exhibition hall. For this
purpose, we select a set of subjects to exhibit, such as wedding ceremony. birthday celebration, longevity rites,
spring festival, Hutong, business and so on.
The Nuptial Chamber with Lighting Candle Foretells a Happy Marriage. It represents people’s value of a
wedding ceremony by reflecting the procedure and process of a marriage. Parents order and
matchmaker lobby always go before the fixing of a marriage. This exhibition starts with the
betrothal gifts. That comes after the two party's parents proposal, the meeting of the perspective
mates and the engagement. Betrothal gifts from the bridegroom to the bride family reinforce the
will of taking her as wife.
; The Dowry. The bride sends the dowry to the bridegroom’s family in the afternoon of the day
4,-& before the wedding ceremony.
Receiving the Bride. On the wedding day, a sedan chair accompanied by all the receiving teams

comes at the bride's gate. The bride’s family bustles to decorate the bride, and the bridegroom’s
family bustles in her reception. This is a grand scene that has much etiquette.
Under the Chamber Candles. The couple finally meets when the bride’s veil is removed after paying obeisance
to heaven and earth on the wedding ceremony. Then, a snafu by the cohorts of the new couple is to take place
in the nuptial chamber including eating steamed bun. drinking toast from each other’s cup and trimming hair,
all in hope of a happy matrimonial life.
“The Birth Rites for a New Baby™.The wish for having children is the expectation of the common people and
each family wants to have both son and daughter for prosperity. Therefore.childbirth is of para-
mount importance in a family and the happy event is worth a tremendous celebration. The deliv-
ering of a new-born baby represents the continuity of the lineage and prosperity of the family. The
baby steps into the family and society from the very beginning of his birth. There are many
mysterious folk rituals before a married woman get pregnant.
Delivery and Bathing Ceremony.Delivery comes after ten months’ pregnancy. On the third day
after a child’s birth,a bathing ceremony is held in order to wash off the filth from the previous
existence and to bring upon a peaceful and auspicious lile. The
bathing has practical function as well: it cleans the baby's body
and wards off diseases.
The First Full Month and The One Hundred Days. Ceremonies
are solemnly celebrated by the family. Now the lying-in woman
has been off confinement and is free of all the taboos. The fam-
ily will invite many relatives and friends for congratulations.
The activities such as preparing a feast, painting red eggs. of-
fering sacrifices to ancestors, and having a hair-cut, all add ju-
bilant atmosphere to the ceremony.
The First Birthday. It is the final climax of all the celebrating




rites for the new-born baby. Apart from the feast, a “grabbing test” ceremony is held to inspect the endowment
and inclinations of the baby for the future. It also has the function of examining the rudimentary knowledge to
the child imparted by the biological mother, wet nurse, and the adoptive mother,

The Happiness of Longevity is Boundless as Ocean. It reflects the congratulations on longevity and the
good tradition of respecting the old in China. This exhibition has restored a longevity hail where younger
generations offer congratulations to an elder on a seventieth birthday. In Beijing, local people usually cel-
ebrate their seniors'birthday on a round number. Some bills and receipts in the exhibition faithfully reflect the
living condition of the middle-class families in old Beijing. Electrical light, telephone, running water supplies
were already available in families of high officials and businessmen, and the industries such as municipal
installments and telecommunications had proceeded towards the modern management operation pattern.
Usher in a New Year amidst Fireworks. It embodies the Spring Festival

the most influential and typical
festival in China. The Spring Festival is preceded on the eighth day of the twelfth lunar month,
when midwinter porridge is served. The porridge is commonly called“heralding porridge™for it
tells the coming of Spring Festival. Offering sacrifice to the kitchen god was formerly named a
memorial rite when people commemorated ancestors for their invention of fire for cooking food.
Later. it evolved into a folk custom of offering maltose to the kitchen god. This is a Minor New
Year's day! After it, the Spring Festival as a Major New Year is around the corner.

Having the New Year Eve Dinner and Letting off Fireworks, the whole family will get together
to await the coming of the New Year, paying thanks to the gods and divinities and making meat
dumplings. No one is to sleep until extending New Year greetings in the morning, which implies cherishing of
time and the wish of a long life for the elders. On Spring Festival, not only people get together but also the
spirits of the ancestors, for their deeds of procreation, without which there will be no posterities and off
springs anyhow. Therefore Chinese people always think that ancestors should be worshiped by the later
generations. The tradition of offering sacrifices to ancestors has lasted from the ancient times till nowadays.
People offer sacrifices to ancestors on the Ist day of the first lunar month. After receiving the ancestors, all
family members kneel down and Kowtow towards their pictures or tablets, and then the juniors extend New
Year greetings to the seniors by kowtow, together with some auspicious words. As a custom, the seniors will
give their juveniles some money as New Year Pocket Money for warding off the evils, because in Chinese,
character “year” has a connotation of “demon”™ in the ancient time.

The Commercial Customs in Beijing. Boasting a profound accumulation,
Beijing is naturally characterized by its culture style which is unique com-
pared with other commercial cities. Strolling on the bustling streets, seeing
those elegant names and titles of shops and stores, people will be overwhelmed
by a strong culture feature in this ancient city. A key culture relic is the
signboard. Signboard was the trade symbol of shops in ancient China which
was used to solicit customers as an advertisement. The plaque, signboard, flags
and shop titles all embody the profundity and extensiveness of Chinese culture,
and some plaques written by the celebrities are acclaimed as the*gem of calli-
graphically art”. They rank first in China in terms of artistic attainments and
quantities.

(Note: all the pictures with 1" in this book are taken from the
real scenes)




The profound and extensive folk customs in Beijing origi-
nated from its geography, ethnicity, religion, etiquette etc.
in thousands of years, especially from its history as a capi-
tal city for more than 800 years. The folklore at this exhibi-
tion came into being in the last years of Qing Dynasty and
early Republican Period of China. If you what to know the
daily life and the customs of Beijing 100 years ago, please
follow me into Hutong (lane) , have a close look while lis-

ten to my chat.
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© Marriage is one of the major events in one’s
life.This is always true. It marks the initial phase
of setting up a family and developing a lineage.
The natives of Beijing are particular on the ritu-
als and observe all the etiquette in the ceremony,
so a wedding involves lots of etiquette details.

Here is the process of a wedding ceremony in old
Beijing.
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Betrothal Gifts

The bridegroom'’s family sends betrothal gifts to
the bride to indicate that he is to engage her into
a marriage. The social status of the bride is con-
firmed and the matrimony relationship is actually
established prior to the wedding ceremony. Some
betrothal gifts are articles with symbolic meanings.
Delivering betrothal gifts is the last and the most
important part before wedding ceremony.

Marriage certificate

Republic of China

. Marnage certificate is the “Cer-
tificate of Betrothal Bond™ in the
old days. The pattern of dragon and
phoenix certificate indicates the ex-
tremely good fortune for the new
couple. It is put on top of the pastry
box as a token for announcing good
news.

'

|

A gold ring with plum A gold bracelet with a
flower pattern of numerous
Qing Dynasty children
The gold ring is a present to the Ming Dynasty

bride from bridegroom to take her . The pattern engraved on
as a member of his family. this pair of bracelets is a com-
Meanwhile. it is expecting her to mon folk custom. Besides it’s
have slim fingers for good sewing the ornamental effect, it con-
jobs. veys the wish for a prosperous

family with many children.



A Ruyi with the pattern
of asparagus fern
Jing Dynasty

An additional Ruyi is pre-
sented in the betrothal gifts as
a token of happy life, espe-
cially if the couple is of the
Manchu.

ceramic urn ,

Qing Dynasty N

Double happiness *
AN 3

. In company with gunw\ S
coops, it serves as liquor jar. N
[ts number is equal to the
goose coops. In the Repub-
lic of China, this ceramic
urn was replaced by foreign
wine bottles, 2~4 for one
load.

Goose coop

Qing Dynasty

« The cage is to keep goose as the symbol of
faithfulness. The plumages of the goose are dyed in rouge.
As a symbol of trustiness for its punctual migration, wild
goose is often used to exhort the couple to be loyal in
marriage. Since wild geeses fly in perfect formation, they
also symbolize the hierarchic order and rules in family
which women are asked to observe after marriage. Wild
goose is a special gift bearing the function of extortion
and enlightenment. It is an indispensable part of the be-
trothal gifts. Later. the wild goose was replaced by do-
mestic goose.
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Dowry

The bride's family sends dowry to the
bridegroom’s in the previous afternoon
of the wedding day. The average quan-
tity of dowry from a middle-class fam-
ily is 24 trunks, 32 trunks, and some
families think it is polite to return the

gift twice the number of the betrothal
gifts from the bridegroom.

Dowry is an etiquette requirement, but
in comparison with the symbolic be-
trothal gifts, it is more of practical us-
age or value

Pouch
Republic of Chi

Pouch is a traditional
garment ornament which is
a small pocket to hold
perfume, money, cigarette,
key etc.. The companion
pouch is a token of love.
Additionally, pouch is a
propitious article for dona-
tion and prayer for happiness.



