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Ode to the New Spring

( Preface)

Li Jingmou

“The cold has gone with the night, and the spring has come with the
dawn. ” The pleasure of the festival has not yet faded thoroughly, but now we
are riding the steed again as appointed on the tough yet exciting new historical
journey.

The Jiawu Year is a deeply imprinted year. We will never forget the
shame of the Sino-Japanese War 120 years ago; we established the first
constitution for our national rejuvenation 60 years ago; where should China
now in deep-water reforms go in this Jiawu Year? The 1.3 billion Chinese
people are again faced with difficult options.

On the 20" anniversary of the reform and opening-up, one famous
economist once quoted one paragraph in A tale of two Cities by Dickens to
describe the economic and social situations of “Two Extremes” in the process
of the reform and opening-up, “This is the spring of hopes as well as the
winter of disappointment; we have bright prospects while we feel our hope is
faint; we are running towards the paradise but we are all in the wrong
direction. ”

More than 10 years has passed in a twinkling, and how is the situation
now? The answer is best summarized by “more and more”. On one hand,
China’s miracles are attracting worldwide attention: its GDP ranks the second
in the world, its products ranks the first in the world, its foreign trade volume
ranks the first in the world, its foreign exchange reserve ranks the first in the
world, its grain production ranks the first in the world------; on the other

hand, China’s long-standing systematic abuses are becoming more and more

apparent: corruption of administrative privileges is flooding, interest groups
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are destroying competition, the gap between the rich and the poor is widening,
crises of food safety are increasing, dust fogs are everywhere:----- What is
more difficult to understand is that some people can’t face the great
achievements of the reform and opening-up and the existing problems, and
they even disregard the facts, strongly advocate that “it is certain that China—
will rise up as a big country, and it is needless to reform its superior
systems” , and actively promote the so-called “Theory on China Mode”
exaggerated by foreign media. So there are various trends of thoughts
spreading around, making people hesitant about further reforms and opening
up. The grain industry is also involved in the historical current accompanied
by both sadness and happiness, and the motto that “The problems in the
reforms should be resolved through further reforms and there is no way out for
stepping back” once heard so often in the past has now become strange. The
reforms of grain marketization could not go any further against our own
wishes, and has come to a stop for even 10 years. Report on Development of
China’s Grain Markets has recorded this period of history loyally and
objectively.

The theme of Report on Development of China’s Grain Markets in 2003 is
“Report of the Spring”, which predicted the coming of reforms of grain
marketization. The No.1 Document of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China in 2004 decided “to comprehensively liberalize the
grain purchase and sale market”. Although Report on Development of China’s
Grain Markets in 2004 cheered it as “ Another Year of the Spring” , the good
times didn’t last long, and the reforms of grain marketization “urged thousands
of times before” didn’t come out as expected. The following Reports on
Development of China’s Grain Markets “ reexamined”, “ watched for”,

”

“reviewed” and “prayed for” “the Spring” year after year, but the reforms
were still far away from being put into effect after so many years. The
“Symphony in the Spring” stopped pitifully in 2010 due to different times,
“bidding farewell to the south of the Yangtse River from now on and turning
into a crying bloody cuckoo to come back later on. ”

The basic reason for the step-backs and twists in the reforms of grain

marketization is people’s different cognition of “Where should China go” for a
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long time, especially after the financial crisis. And the direct reason is the
problems with the traditional food security strategy. Since ancient times,
China had always been “taking agriculture as its basis and taking food as its
first necessity. ” The government of New China has taken agriculture and food
as the top priority above anything else in governing the country. “Decisions
are made by the central government, and are implemented by the local
governments. ” Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China,
through hard struggles of several generations, China has realized a tight
balance between grain supply and demand, giving a slap in the face of Mr.
Lester Brown, who is the author of Who Will Feed the Chinese and spread
“the Theory on China’s Grain Threat”. “China that could not feed itself” has
been living well, contributing a lot to world food security without “harming
the world”. James Morris, former Executive Director of the UNWFP, said
when the organization stopped grain assistance to China, “ China is more
experienced than any country in the history in the field of helping its people get
rid of hunger and poverty------ It no longer needs our help. ”

However, along with the increase of grain production and continuous
improvement of people’s living standard, the hidden dangers with China’s
traditional food security strategy came forward gradually. The preface to
Report on Development of China’s Grain Markets in 2011 described

13

figuratively the 3 phases in China’s food security history as “not enough to
eat”, “not good to eat” , and “ not dare to eat”. If we mechanically focus on
“ensuring all varieties” and taking production and quantity as the only
standard, rather than timely adjust the priorities of our food security strategy in
accordance with “seeking truth from facts and keeping pace with the times” ,
we are surely going to pay high prices for it deteriorating ecology, degrading
farmland, worsening grain quality, etc. In particular, food safety has become
one of the top social problems since it was not considered as a part of our food
security system.

Faced with the complex political and economic situations both at home
and abroad, the 3™ Plenary Session of the 18" Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China reached a consensus with great political courage and

wisdom of “dying a martyr in the cause” and “fighting to win or die”, and
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decisively reopened several gates to reforms and opening-up based on
continuity and stability of policies, blowing again the assembly bugle to
deepen reforms and putting an end to the history of “being depressed by doubts
and worries without any solutions”. The answer to the controversy on “Where
should China go” is very clear now. If we say that the 3™ Plenary Session o’
the 11" Central Committee of the Communist Party of China opened a new
page in China’s development history, the 3™ Plenary Session of the 18" Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China started a great new era to realize
the China Dream.

Undoubtedly, in the agenda for many reforms, the determination of
China’s new food security strategy and the comprehensive configuration of the
guaranteeing system is the attractive focus. For a very long time in the past,
“realizing basic grain self-supply based on domestic resources” had been
China’s basic guideline for food security. A series of governmental documents
ranging from White Paper on China’s Grain Supply in 1996 to Middle to Long-
Term Program Outline on Food Security in 2008 set China’s grain self-
sufficiency rate as 95% . But the reality is that China’s grain self- sufficiency
rate could not be stopped from dropping down on the whole despite the fact
that its grain production kept increasing consecutively during 2004 to 2013.
China’s grain production reached a new record of 600 million tons, but its self-
sufficiency rate was less than 90% . If the policy target deviates from the
reality for a long time, it would lose its credibility. Just as the old saying
goes, “Going beyond the limit is as bad as falling short. 7 Therefore, for the
sake of China’s food security, what grain production should we ensure? How
much grain production should we ensure? And how should we ensure it? These
are the urgent questions that need to be answered right now.

After the Central Economic Work Conference in 2013 put forward the
new national food security strategy of “giving top priority to self-sufficiency
based on domestic production, ensuring production capacity, importing to an
appropriate degree, and supporting with science and technology” , the Central
Rural Work Conference and the No. 1 Document of the Central Committee of
Communist Party of China in 2014 systematically explained the establishment

of the national food security guaranteeing system. The gist is as following: in



