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Abstract

The year of 2013 was the first year of carrying on the spirit of 18" CPC National
Congress, when economic and social developments in Beijing have made significant
achievements, and gotten off to a good start, with urban-rural integration having
achieved real progress.

Faced with a downward pressure on economic growth and an interwoven
problem of population, resource and environment, steady increase in economy was
still able to be maintained. In 2013, Beijing reached a GDP of 1950. 06 billion
Yuan, an increase of 7. 7% over the previous year. The growth of regional economy
and fiscal resources laid a solid material base for strengthening the coordinated efforts,
and for optimizing the allocation of resources between urban and rural regions.

The agricultural economy structure has been further optimized, with a shrinking
production scale of the traditional agriculture and a consolidating effect from featured
agriculture and rural tourism. In 2013, Per capita net income of rural residents was
18337 Yuan, per capita consumption in cash was 13553 Yuan, and the increasing
rate of revenue and expenditure exceeded that of urban residents. Beijing
continuously raised the investment in rural area and agriculture, enhancing the ability
of the sustainable development in rural area. Highlights in agricultural economy were
seen due to the novel progress made in agricultural economy innovation. In the same
year, Beijing Government announced the concept of “Dynamism in Three Fields-
arable land output, assets returns and agricultural labor efficiency”, aiming at
increasing output rate of arable land, return on total assets and efficiency of labor, and
better solutions to the problems related to agriculture, rural areas, and farmers. At the
same time, Beijing improved the management of collective assets to protect farmers’
rights. In terms of “city disease” , Beijing imposed on improving the environments,
made plans on clean air, conducted the project of forestation on Beijing’s plain areas,

and enforced environment control in rural-urban continuum. Moreover, Beijing
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took an active part in urbanization by improving communalized management and
construction in rural area, and by severely punishing illegal constructions in urban-
rural area, all of which offer reference for cracking the problems in rural
~ management. Having achieved improvements in the reform of key villages, Beijing
issued a series of following policies to ensure the well-functioning of the reform at
later stage. In the field of public services and social security, Beijing continued to take
multiple measures to improve the public service level in rural area. For instance,
more efforts made in constructing urban-rural integration schools, medical vehicles
available for traditional Chinese medical hospitals in remote counties, and an
acceleration process of “extending financial services to every village” etc. Investment
in rural infrastructure was continued, but with more attention to repair and
maintenance. The construction of rural culture was emphasized as a way to narrow
the difference between rural and urban regions, in order to satisfy the rising culture
demands of rural residents.

With multiple success and progress made, Beijing still needs to bear in mind that
problems still exist in rural-urban integration in Beijing, as further innovations are just
the same in need. As Beijing has entered into an advanced stage of urbanization,
reasonable relationships between rural and urban are too difficult to establish. This
situation affects the performance of city functioning as a whole, which is especially
true for the capital of China, Beijing. Urban-rural relations are to be blame
considering most of the existing forms of “city diseases”. In view of rural economy,
shrinks are detected due to the change of measurements, and modern produce-sale
system for agricultural production is yet to be established. Together with less feasible
production plans, poor circulation and uncertain issues in markets, the construction
of modern produce-sale system for agricultural productions is expected to have a long
way to go. A bunch of policies have been announced by Beijing government to boost
collective economy, whereas significant diversification in collective economy is
severely influencing the process of urban-rural integration. Other problems such as
houses with limited property rights, environment issues in urban-rural continuum and
so forth continue to be principal and urgent, requiring careful but powerful policies
and measures.

Looking forward to 2014, new progress will be made, both in content and
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Abstract

quality, in Beijing urban-rural integration. To push the increment in “green” and to
establish new mechanism for “green” development is to be the goal for urban-rural
coordination. Reforms of the key villages are going to enter a new phase where
society construction and innovations in management will be the main tasks. Reforms
to collective property land are about to face its critical period, and Beijing is expected
to achieve breakthrough in policies, to obtain a more balanced economic relationship
between urban and rural and the circulation of production factors are to enjoy more
freedom and equality. However, on the way there, Beijing should be mindful of
some potential problems, for example, urban-rural integration should be creatively
related to other developing strategies, and single direction “urban regions controlling

rural regions” must be avoided, etc.
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