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Text A

The Center for the Implementation of Public Policies Promoting Equity and Growth (CIPPEC)
is a leading think tank in Argentina. It is a private, non-profit organization that strives to create a
more just, democratic and efficient public sector in Argentina, and is devoted to the study of the
education, health, fiscal, political, judicial and public management systems, in order to determine
needs, opportunities, and obstacles for the implementation of effective public policies.

The think tank elaborates and disseminates technical information about the functioning of
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Argentine institutions to promote the accountability of public officials. CIPPEC also provides
technical assistance to provincial governments and municipalities, and maintains regional
networks working on topics such as parliamentary transparency, democratic institutions, regional
integration, etc. Its current projects consist of two training courses on quantitative methods to
analyze international trade and financial tools for SMEs as well as a joint study on a
comprehensive monitoring and evaluation system for the agency.

(155 words)

Text B

The huge earthquake that hit off the coast of northeastern Miyagi prefecture earlier this year
was a harsh reminder of the more elemental dangers that can threaten economic activity on the
crowded and seismically vulnerable Japanese archipelago. Weighing the full implications of the
natural disaster will take time. Yet the earthquake at the very least throws a huge question mark
over an economic recovery that economists had hoped would gather steam in 2011 after stalling in
the last three months of 2010. Although the areas worst hit are far less economically significant
than the coastal industry zones, which suffered widespread stoppages after the 1995 Kobe
earthquake, the disaster could heighten recent uncertainty among consumers and investors about
the prospects for Japan’s continued recovery from its worst postwar recession.

Learning from the lessons of the devastating disaster in 1995, the government and insurance
companies have been actively encouraging even smaller companies to draw up detailed “business
continuity plans” intended to minimize losses and aid quick recoveries. In the longer term, the
earthquake is certain to force heavy spending on construction and public works in the affected
region. The terrifying footage of tsunami carrying away whole buildings makes it clear that
dealing with the damage will require huge effort and heavy investment.

(210 words)
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