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The memory of a city is stored in her buildings

The memory of.Bei stored in the quadrangle courtyards in the deep

hutong by th i S.

The. C ds inVarious sizes stond face to face or back
ke the beods on the: stnn@f the hutong. The hutongs
Fascinating and charming. All different hutongs crisscross in the city
s present the uniqueness of Beijing.

In the deep ends of the hutongs, there lies numerous cozy homes. The
warmth of the homes stops the tourists and makes them stay, fascnated and
enchanted.

We would get a dose look at the quadrangle courtyards by travelling,
feeling the emotions brought by the bricks and tiles. The 100 quadrangle
courtyards might not represent all the quadrangle courtyards in the city of
Beijing. and the most traditional quadrangle courtyards have become more and
more scarce. Anyhow, as a cultural symbol, we have touched it and felt it. This
is enough

In the last winter day of 2013, let’s go badk to the familiar quadrangle
courtyards in our childhood and listen to the stories told by the old hutongs
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Impression:-Quadrangle Courtuards
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The Chinese poem goes “the clear sky unveils a good view to all the gates
of the houses within a radius of 10 kilometers; while the fog hides millions of the
houses.” The "millions of the houses” refer the quadrangle courtyards in the ancient
city of Beijing.

Why did the courtyard get the name “quadrangle courtyards”? It is because in

a courtyard, there are houses in all four diregtions, east, west, south and north. The

houses from the four directions make a Col‘]ﬁytdrﬁ In fhesshape of square, and It is
why it is called a quadrangle. . =

The gquadrangle courtyards form the cells of the fradifional buildings in Beijing,
and they forms different styles of the buildings, among which the greatest and
most complicated quadrangle building is the Imperial Palace, or the Forbidden
City.

The Chinese word for quadrangle courtyards literally means the courtyard
for harmony. “"Harmony” is actually the essence of the quadrangle courtyards,
for it brings several generation together harmoniously. Take the traditional
accommodation for example, “the house in the north is for the most distinguished,
the east and the west go next, the south house is for the guest, and the back rooms
are for dependants.” The biggest house is naturally for the parents and a family
would live happily and harmoniously according to the traditional Chinese family
ethics: filial piety, conjugal felicity and brotherly respect.
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The traditional Beijing quadrangle courtyards are usually located in the Hutong of the east-west directions. It faces south
8‘\3 sz: mg and the central axis runs through it. The north house is the main house, the east and west house are the side rooms,
]

he Structures ¢ the door to the south rooms faces north and called the opposite house. The houses on the four sides are separate but

(:};,7@:\,-:” ole Courtuards connected by corridors. There are high walls outside the four sides of the houses and the main entrance is located in

the southeast corner of the courtyard.
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Gate House:
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Screéq Wall:

WSk MR S FFERER, mAFEERE,
The main entrances in all the courtyord are located in the southeast
corner but not in the middle of the south wall.
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The screen wall faces the main entrance and serves as @ protective
streen: According to Fengshui theory, the trend outside the courtyard
is considered as on evil influence, and the trend in the courtyord Is
wealthy influence. The screen wall could prevent the evil influence
from @ntering the courtyard. There are two fomous screen walls
known to the world in Beljing, and they are all called the Nine-Dragon
Screen, the one in the Imperial Palace and the other in Beihai Park.
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The female members of the family living ind
Courtyards didn't leove the main entranc

The second gate is the festoon

could not step out of this gategwhe
The festooned gote, beif
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The house in the south of the courtyard is called the opposite house.
There are usually five rooms with the door facng north and the

festooned gate which are mostly living rooms or studies.
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Main House -
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The east and west houses are called the wing houses
accommodating the young generations. The east house Is usually
higher than the west house, if you are very observant and would
like to count the steps in from the houses. For the Chinese people,
the east bears more important meoning than the west, So the boys
would do reading in the gast wing hoauses end the girls lzarn how to

sew in the west wing houses

WERREAILHE. Ko RAK
AT ENE, FUR
577>

s why they are called ear house in Chi
They usually serve os storage rooms.

At the back of the main house, there lie the back rooms in the final
courtyard, which is horizontal with the main house. The back rooms
are quite concealed, and accommodate the daughter and maids.
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The Imperial City,
r ond the Wangfujing Street, and it is the location of the Roual Gty east wal ? |
during the Ming and Qi Dunasties. from the Yuan Dunas the cty of ‘\

- Beying consists of the Forbidden City, the Roual Gty and the outer ctu, The

it the, « 2Nt aty, you have to walk into the deep hutong and
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Travel Tips:There is Subwau line 1 to the south and Subway Line 6 to
the north of the foot of east Imperial City walls. Go north
from “Tionanmen €ast” Station of Subway tine 1, or go
south from “Nanluoguxiong” Station of Subway Line 6. Walk
through the Imperial City Wall Relics Park, and there will be

surprise after surprise waiting for youl
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A - A ik (Add): B F REATEESR 1 S /No.1 Denglongku Hutong,
"'n J‘K @ F;K ﬁ% pav ZE' Nanchizi Street

Tiananmen Best Year Courtyard Hotel ®& (Te): 8610-65038501
> — s B (Themed): REEEMNERER / Courtyard Hotel with Family Suite
=R 3
2RSS \im{$D$M%EIE

HEk (Subway): 1 SZ&KZ1%RuE B H 0O / &xit B of Tiananmen East

To &xperience the Quiet Life in the Imperial Forbidden Zones Station. Line ]

IERMEh T RER MRS, EREBNEREN, 045, FEEHOTRIRAR S, MEBLEENRNERL KT, AXELKE
BROTEEFRAR, F—EN AR NEAREE. YEAET, LENONHE L, EETLEERENNERET, REMNBEIREIT
i, SA%E®! AR, EWHENEXET “Best Year” FIEESHMBHE, X “BIBRALR, MESAEH" |

Nanchizi of Beijing is really a special place, where used to be the imperial forbidden zone, but now the ordinary people can go inside fo touch and feel those
yellow tiles and grey walls which went through so numerous honors and disgraces. In the Denglongku Hutong hidden among those yellow tiles and grey walls,
there is located Tiananmen Best Year Courtyard Hotel. Sitting on the sling chair at the gate and looking into the distance the varied rooftops of the courtyards
under the sunset, or coming across a renowned calligrapher, how wonderful it is! Best Year, as its English name indicates, enjoys the marvelous views of the villas

and the new lives of the quief courtyards.



