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Preface Song Chunhua

| tender my heartiest congratulations to the great success of Changchun International Sculpture Symposiums as
well as fo the joyous publication of the collection, Friendship, Peace and Spring.

People of Changchun are honest, intelligent and warmhearted. They cherish friendship, love peace and yearn for
spring. While promoting the construction of socialist material civilization, Changchun has consistently emphasized the
construction of socialist spiritual civilization. It has also focused on reform and opening up to the outside world. It has
been actively involved in international exchange and cooperation, establishing sister—-relationships with the main cities
of 11 countries around the world. In recent years, under the leadership of the Party Committee of Changchun and the
Municipal Government, it has consecutively hosted three large—scale international sculpture symposiums with the help
of the National Guiding Commiftee for Urban Sculpture Construction. The designated theme is "Fiendship, Peace and
Spring”. Between 1997 and 1999, 111 works were created by 52 sculptors from 32 countries, 13 cities of mainland
China and Hong Kong SAR. Changchun has held many seminars which have turned out many papers on urban
sculpture construction and city planning. Furthermore, these symposiums have contributed greatly to the development of
the construction of squares, streets and public landscaping. Though recently established, the urban construction of
Changchun has enjoyed a surprisingly rapid development of high quality and sophistication. In addition, such compre-
hensive large-scale symposiums are rarely seen in the history of sculpture. Providing fresh experience, they have
made brilliant contributions to urban construction. They help beautify the environment, enhance Changchuns inferna-
tional reputation and enrich its cultural life. Meanwhile, they have a profound influence on the construction of material
and spiritual civilization. Finally, they promote mutual understanding and friendship between the peoples of all coun-
tries.

On hearing the news that people of Changchun are working out an overall plan and laying down the operating
rules to build a world sculpture theme park and hold two more symposiums, | really feel excited, moved and encour-
aged. | am convinced that with several years of extraordinary efforts, more splendid works will be created on the
principles of high quality and constant perfection. Changchun is destined to be an influential "City of Sculpture” with an
emphasis on culture and beauty.

The publication of this collection, Friendship, Peace and Spring recording the great events in the history of sculp-
ture proves to be a generous gift fo the 200th anniversary of the founding of Changchun and a warm welcome for
the new millennium. Changchun is looking forward to a remarkable development in urban construction and a bright
future.

March 2, 2000
Beijing, China

(The author is vice minister of the State Construction Ministry, P.R.China)
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