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Foreword

I am very proud that the Shanghai University of Finance and Econom-
ics Press has decided to translate and publish a collection of my speeches in
Chinese, with the support from Shanghai National Accounting Institute,
Throughout my career in public service I have used speeches as an impor-
tant channel of communication. Because speeches have to be concise, they
force the author to think carefully about the messages he wants to deliver.
For me, writing them is not only a means of communication, but also an
instrument to force myself to focus my mind on the policy issues I have to
deal with., As a relative newcomer to accounting, writing speeches greatly
helped me gain a deeper understanding of accounting issues. I hope that the
fact that I have tried to write in a non-technical manner can contribute to
making the complex field of accounting more accessible to people around
the world.

I am particularly pleased my speeches are now available in Chinese. In
the last decade, China has made tremendous progress in the field of ac-
counting. Chinese accounting standards are now substantially converged
with IFRS and further progress is on the way. During my visits to China |
have been very much impressed by the Chinese eagerness to learn. The
quality of those involved in accounting standard setting and implementation
in China, and both students and faculty at the national accounting institutes
is very high and 1 hope they will enjoy reading this collection.

Lastly, I would like to thank Mark Byatt, director of communications
of the IASB, and my fellow board members for their help in drafting these
speeches,

Hans Hoogervorst
Chairman, IASB
17 December 2013
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