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Abstract

Among various communication media, publishing, with the longest history, 1is
at the core. The advantage of which cannot be fully replaced by any other. The
publishing and media industry is situated at the central place of the culture industry,
whose security is deadly critical in the existence of a nation.

The publishing and media industry has both economic and cultural attributes.
However, the economic attributes of the publishing and media industry was once
neglected for a long time in China. Publishing was a “ cause” instead of an
“industry” for decades. That was why the development of publishing sector lagged
behind other industries. The reform and corporatization of printing houses has been
going on for over a decade. The reform has made great achievements. But at the
same time, some problems of industrial security have arisen. Generally speaking, the
threats come from two sources. One is the internal defects of the industry, while the
other is the penetration of overseas multinational publishers.

The internal defects mainly include the following: First, the newly-reformed
publishing and media industry of China has not yet set up a complete modern
enterprise system. Second, the publishing and media market of China has not
experienced adequate competition. Third, a sound market regulatory system has not
been established. The publishing and media market in China is still without a well
structured legal system. And law enforcement is not powerful enough to ensure the
order of the market. In addition, trade associations and societies in the publishing and
media industry have a long way to go before they can play an important part in
industry self-regulation. Fourth, there are many problems in the existing industrial
structure of the publishing and media industry in China, including low industrial
concentration with a lack of scale advantage, uneven industrial development with low

level of collaboration, unbalanced regional development, irrational structure of
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products.

Besides these internal defects, threats also come from multinational giants in the
publishing and media industry. The international players have seen the potential of the
publishing market of China, and try to force their way into it. Furthermore, in the
process of global cultural integration, the western cultural hegemony uses their power
to undermine the cultures of the developing world through market penetration. As a
developing country with different ideology and culture, China is sure to be the
subversion target of the western culture hegemony.

To sum up, the security situation is serious for publishing and media industry in
China. '

To eliminate these safety problems, China’s publishing and media industry has to
work both domestically and internationally. To get rid of hidden dangers from within
the domestic industry, it has to develop and strengthen herself. First of all, the state-
owned publishing and media businesses should establish comprehensive and modern
corporate system, optimize the industrial structure and enhance the innovativeness of
the businesses. Secondly, the private sectors of the industry should be fully activated,
and supported, to encourage domestic market competition. This is a way to realize
the adequate competition of the domestic publishing and media market and sharpen
the competitiveness of the whole industry. Thirdly, to ensure fair competition, there
should be a well established market management system.

To meet the security challenge from outside threats, China’s publishing and
media industry should set the appropriate pace for opening to the outside world. For
those fields that are to open up, the legal and management systems must be
established. For those fields that need protection, appropriate barriers should be set up
to block outsiders. Let the law and market work. In addition, a security warning
system should be built to ensure that precautions are taken.

Besides, in the long run, it is essential to optimize the mechanism of publishing
and media talents cultivation. To have an edge in the industry competition talents are
a key factor.

In conclusion, to ensure the long-term security of the publishing and media
industry in China, we have to, on the one hand, build our fences to protect the
industry, on the other hand, eliminate the hidden danger inside the industry, sharpen

its competitiveness and develop it into a power in the publishing and media world.
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