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assage A

Pre-reading Questions
@ what do you know about online education?

® Are you interested in learning online? Why or why not?

Online education is an effective way of learning for busy people, whether
you're aiming for a promotion or career move that requires further education, or
you just want to learn something new.

Online education has many advantages. One of the biggest is that you are
able to set your own learning schedule. If you have too little time to attend regular
classes, you are no longer required to follow an academic schedule as you did
when you were in school. .

Many people face problems finding enough time to continue their education,
especially those who have gotten married and started families. Normally, work
takes up the major part of your daytime hours. If you have kids, taking them to and

from activities such as football practice and dancing will occupy a large part of your
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remaining time. So there are only few hours left in a day for you to devote to education.

With traditional colleges, even if you are free for several hours a day, you
would still have to find the learning programs you need on a campus at a
commutable distance from your home. Unless' you are lucky enough to live in a
university city, you might need to travel as much as several hours each time you
go to class.

Distance learning offers a solution to these problems because the classroom
is as near as your laptop ({E#;53UHL/%), and you can attend class anytime,
anywhere, at your own convenience. You can study at night after the rest of the
family has gone to sleep, in the early mornings, or whenever you prefer.

In summary, although you are likely busy with your work and family
obligations, online education can be a great way to obtain additional knowledge
and skills to promote your career and personal goals.

(304 words )

2 Reading Comprehension

I. Multiple Choice

Directions: In this section, there are five questions or incomplete statements

followed by four possible answers marked A, B, C and D. You are to
choose the best answer to each of the questions or statements.
1. What does the passage mainly talk about?
A. Advantages of online learning.
B. The importance of online education.
C. Ways of managing time effectively.
D. Features of online learning.
2. The article mentions all of the following things learners can do through online
education, EXCEPT
A. setting their own learning schedule

B. choosing their preferred learning location
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C. consulting tutors at any time
D. obtaining additional knowledge and skills
3. Why is online education an effective way of learning for busy people?
A. Because they can learn wherever and whenever it is convenient for them.
B. Because it can help them attend regularly-scheduled classes.
C. Because it can help them reduce time spent with their families.
D. Because it can help them find new learning programs.
4. The writer says that spending time on additional education is difficult for those
who have children because much of their spare time will be spent
A. doing housework
B. traveling with children
C. working
D. accompanying kids to activities
5. What is the author’s attitude towards online education?
A. Positive.
B. Negative.
C. Neutral.
D. Not clear.

Il. True or False
Directions: There are five statements in this section. Decide whether the

statements are true or false. Put T'(for true) or F (for false) before each
of the statements.
6. Online education could be a good choice if you want to learn
something new.
7. People with kids often lack time to continue their education.
8. People who have started families typically spend most of their time
on housework.
9. Online learning is a type of distance learning.
10. Online education can reduce learners’ time spent commuting to

campus to attend courses.
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Vocabulary Study

I1. Blank Filling
Directions: Fill in each of the following blanks with the best choice from the four
choices marked A, B, C and D.

11. Since I have not found a new job yet,Thave __ money to spend on new
clothes.
A. more B. no longer
C. anymore D. no more
12. It was after the war was over _ Einstein was able to return to his
research work again.
A. such B. that
C. since D. which
13. If you want others in your company to change, you must set an example for
them to
A. obey B. think
C. follow D. approve
14. The company won't stay afloat  we can get some loans.
A. unless B. if
C. since D. when

15. Unfortunately, the construction of the new national security building wasn'’t
according to plan.
A. excused B. exported

C. executed D. exerted

IV. Word Replacing

Directions: Choose the one choice that is the closest in meaning to the underlined
part in each of the following sentences.
16. The government has set up a committee to look into the problem of drug
abuse.
A. built B. established



17.

18.

19,

20.

C. held D. arranged

The impact of human beings on the environment is not determined solely by
how much we consume, but also by how much room we take up.

A. occupy B. arrange

C. own D. live

According to The Times, the government is expected to impose an additional
tax on us by the end of the year.

A. amazing B. essential

C. extra D. useful

In many people’s ideal world, we would not have to worry about hunger or

war.
A. perfect B. mythical
C. realistic D. common

A weekly schedule may not solve all of your problems, but it will make you
more aware of how you spend your time.

A. budget B. arrangement

C. timetable D. item

V. Word Building

Directions: Complete each of the following sentences with the proper form of the

21.

22.
23.
24.

25.

word given in the bracket.

The manager creates a team out of his people through decisions on pay,

placement and , and through his communication with everyone.
(promote)

As an athlete, she possesses _______skill and ability. (doubt)

The Manchester City team had an average  of only 44,000. (attend)

If a person is diligent and determined, he has a chance to realize his dreams
no matter how poor, humbleor __ he may be. (luck)

Overweight is defined as _ or excessive fat accumulation that may

harm one’s health. (normal)
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Pre-reading Questions
@ what do you know about different types of education in China?
@ In what ways can people access education?

Education has taken many forms over the years preceding the introduction
of online education. First, students used slates ({1#7) to write on, then notebooks,
then audio and video cassettes (%7 %7{7), and most recently computers and
the Internet. Now we can find class materials online rather than in heavy books
carried around on our backs. Of course, these changes didn’t happen overnight.

One important step in the development of education has been home study.
While not as advanced as online education, the introduction of home study
still represented important progress towards a more flexible education system.
Children who have trouble with their health or other reasons for not attending
school can simply use their books and study all the material at home. The exams
are often taken at a school or at another place appointed to them. Hiring tutors is
optional.

Then came correspondence study (24%2#>]). The principles were the same
as those of home study, but in this case the student was not living in the same city
as the school whose syllabus (/#4¥) was used. The material was sent through the
mail, as were the assignments and exams. Students were often assigned a tutor to
work with for the duration of their studies. Communication could be through mail
or phone. This type of education has all but® disappeared, making way for open
education and online learning.

A prime example of open education is the Open University in the United
Kingdom, which now has several branches in other parts of the world. Anyone can
enroll, and attendance is optional. While assignments are turned in via e-mail by
a specific deadline, all exams are taken on the university campus.

This brings us to online education. While not everyone is convinced of the
validity (5520 of degrees earned online, more and more employers have begun to

recognize online courses. For someone who already has a degree from a university



or otherwise and wishes to learn a few extra skills that would help him in his
career, this is the easiest method of study as well as the cheapest. Most courses
take less than six months to complete. Depending on the institution that offers
the classes, degrees can have accreditation (3%|1AF]) from firms like Microsoft,

or from colleges and universities.

(401 words )

Reading Comprehension

1. Multiple Choice

Directions: In this section, there are five questions or incomplete statements

followed by four possible answers marked A, B, C and D. You are to

choose the best answer to each of the questions or statements.
1. Which is the most appropriate title for this passage?
A. The Development of Forms of Education.
B. The Significance of Online Education.
C. A Comparison between Home Study and Online Education.
D. Disadvantages of Online Education.
2. The passage mentions all of the following things home study learners can do,
EXCEPT = - |
A. taking exams at places appointed to them
B. hiring tutors if they like
C. learning all the materials at home
D. communicating with teachers through mail
3. In what way were exams sent when learners pursued correspondence study?
A. Over the phone.
B. Through tutors.
C. Through the mail.
D. Through schools.
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4. Which is the easiest learning method for those who wish to acquire extra skills

after receiving a degree?

A. Correspondence study.
B. Online learning.

C. Open education.

D. Home study.

5. The main purpose of the passage is

A. to provide an overview of the development of different forms of education

B. to compare different forms of education

C. to introduce different forms of education

D. to elaborate on the advantages of online learning

Il. True or False

Directions:

10.

There are five statements in this section. Decide whether the
statements are true or false. Put T (for true) or F (for false) before each
of the statements.

. It took a short time for learning to evolve from slates to online

education.

7. Home study requires learners to hire tutors to help them.

8. It is typically permissible for disabled children to participate in home

study.

. Correspondence study allowed learners to take courses from schools

in other cities.
Both correspondence study and open education typically involve

taking exams at home.
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Vocabulary Study

111. Blank Filling
Directions: Fill in each of the following blanks with the best choice from the four
choices marked A, B, C and D.

11. Heis going through the mostexciting  yet of his career as a manager.
A. phrase B. experience
C. phase D. memory

12. After discussion, we have made some progress __ reaching an agreement.
A. at B. towards
C. to D. into

13. Don'’t take the job now—keep your  open until you're closer to leaving
university.
A. options B. decisions
C. alternatives D. rights

14.  Iadmit that there are problems, I don't agree that they can’t be solved.
A. When B. Since
C. As D. While

15. On the way to the airport, John and his sister _a date for their next
meeting.
A. applied B. arranged
C. approved D. appreciated

IV. Word Replacing

Directions: Choose the one choice that is the closest in meaning to the underlined
part in each of the following sentences.
16. If that is the case, you'll have to work much harder.
A. thing B. affair
C. truth D. example




