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Foreword

——— e

The histery of bookplates begins in Germany in the 15th Century. What could be put on
bookplates were engravings in the early but now have been diversified. Creating a new form for
this art, New Star Press selected a hundred rare photographs taken in the Republican years of
China and had them carefuily made into bookplates.

Knowing about the past can help people to understand today. During 1911 to 1949, China
was in ferment. The country was torn by warlords, with each warlord dominating a region. The
international situation was alarming too. Not a day had passed without the chaos.

Zhe Republican Lra in Bookplates offers a condensed history of those years, The
chapter titled “People and Events of Historic Interest” presents illustrious personages such
as Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek, Feng Yuxiang, Zhang Xueliang, and Chen Duxiu. Mao
Zedong photographed when the revolution stuck in a rut yet still looked composed. Zhou Enlai
photographed signed a truce agreement with representatives of the Kuomintang Government.
Ma Zhanshan who triggered off the first shot for national armed Anti-Japanese aggression, Du
Yuesheng, Shanghai’s legendary tycoon, Liv Changehun, the first Chinese Olympian, and Hu
Die, the Quieen of moviedom. The history became lifelike.

Events of historic interest are presented in chronological order. Yuan Shikai intended to
restore the imperialism soon after the Republic of China was founded. The Chinese Communist
Party was born not long after May the Fourth Movement. We refive the cight-year plight of the
Anti-Japanese War during which the two Parties allied, befare seeing the eventual victory of the
proletarian revolution led by the Communist Party of China.

Records published in this book reflect, beyond mere historical facts, Chinese people’s
collective image and moral standard. On a day in the Ant-Japanese War, some Japanese aircrafts
made a show of force by fying over Dr.Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum, A slogan, probably not in
their view, was clearly perceivable on the wall of a deserted house on the outskirts of Nanjing
It reads, “Blood for the Nation's Freedom and Independence!” Innumerable young people who
passionately loved their country went to the front, knowing “Good Boys Join Up”, to protect the
country. Every citizen, whether an official whose position was as high as that of Soong Ching-
ling or merely a common people, offered what he could to the nation’s colfers. Even orphans
made their contribution by selling newspapers for charity.

Chinese people made great sacrifices so that the nation on the verge of extinction could be
pulled back to security. We know how great the sacrifices would have been when we see in this
hook a photograph depicting a gruesome scene where an entire convoy of vehicles was bogged
down, its freighters all fallen. The people at the time were greatly encouraged 10 witness Japanese
tanks seized in the Battle of Tai'erzhuang and Japancse fighters fired at by an anti-aiveraft gun,
or to see the Eighth Route Army fighting against the Japanese troops at the foot of the Great
Wall. Tt is the Chinese wha eventually triumphed after eight years of strenuous struggle.

The Communist Party grew rapidly in both influence and power during the civil war. The
defeat Kuomintang was facing is evident in the look on the face of a wounded soldier sitting on



a stone step, wearing a tourniquet — a look so forforn that it could only be found in a defeated
troop. On the New Year’s Day of the following year, Mao gave a speech titled “Carry the
Revolution Through to the End”. The People’s Republic of China was founded on October 1,
1949,

Tide of the political turmoil ebbs and flows, beneath which the undercurrent of civilian
life was no less palpable. What strikes us as most remarkable during this period of time is
perhaps the close knitting of things native and things foreign. Traditions persisted in daily life
and were manifested in the changshan a fiddle peddler ware to sell his wares on the streets.
New fashions from the West seeped through nonetheless. Some Shanghai citizens were
photographed breakfasting ot two-a-penny buns and pickles, their old-fashioned outfit topped
off with a slicked-back hairstyle grand enough for a three-piece suit. Many at the time were
closely following the latest trends, unrivaled by Western fashionistas. Equally vibrant were
the cultural exchanges. Having toured the Soviet and a number of European countries, Mei
Lanfang returned loaded with high eritical acclaim. A handshake was photographed between
Ma Lianliang and Charles Chaplin, the latter having just admired the stage performance by the
former.

Those bygone days are now immortalized in the bookplates to grace a library or to be
kept as mementoes carrying historical significance. History itself is not unlike a weighty fome
authored by all it involves. The bookplate of choice should definitely be a portrait of those
moments and figures that have lent the tome its meaning and contemporary relevance.
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EX LIBIES

January 1, 1912.Sun Yat-sen ( centre, in dark overcoat ) was about to take

ofhice in Nanjing by a special train at Shanghai-Nanjing railway station .



EX LIBDRIES
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1912, Senior officers of the 23rd Division of the Shanghai Army who

received their training in the Janpanese military schools
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1913.Yuan Shikai was photographed with officials from the US after the
Republic of China was recognized by the US Government.
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November 28. 1918.Xu Shichang ( centre, in tall hat ), President of the
Republic of China, was giving a victory speech on the triumph of the First World
War This is the first time China emerging as one of the victorious in the history

of modern international relations.



EX LIBRES

April 1927. The Nanjing National Goverment came into power.

Photographed here were the principal offices then in office.
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June 4, 1928. The Japanese planted a bomb on the way Zhang Zuolin was
sure to pass, which stiffened his son Zhang Xueliang’s resolve to resist against
Japan



EX LIBIES

August 1930. Wang Jingwei united with Feng Yuxiang and Yan Xishan to
form a new National Government to against Chiang Kai-shek. Anti-Chiang

slogans started to appear in Beijing.
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1931.A ruined town after the January 28th Incident. The huge crater in the
ground turned to be a classical image.
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1932. The 19th Route Army fought fearlessly in the January 28th Incident.
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EX FIRLES

March 1933 Representatives of the North China Women'’s Assc yclatlon came

to Nifengkou Pass to visit the officers and soldiers of the 29th Route Army. Four

of them were holding the soldiers’ broadswords, pe sing for a photo.



