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India and China are two ancient civilizations that
have lasted from their emergence continuously till now.
The word “India” came from Sanskrit that originally
meant “river (Sindhu)” and was later used to refer
specifically to the Indus River, located primarily in
present-day Pakistan. It was pronounced as “Hindu (sc45)”
in Persian and later became “Indu” due to the weak
sound of the letter “h”. The Greeks borrowed it from the
Persians to name the Indus River “Indoi” and the vast
territory that the Indus River flew across “India”, where
the locals called “Bharatavarsa”.

The interactions between China and India may
date back to the periods of Shang and Zhou Dynasties

when a trade route might have existed to link Southern
China with India. Since the Qin and Han Dynasties, the
Sino-Indian exchanges had expanded and the ancient
Chinese documents started to name India “Shendu”,
“Tianzhu”, and “Xiandou” until the Tang Dynasty when
Xuanzang gave it the name “Yindu”.

The introduction of Buddhism from India into China
had expanded the Sino-Indian cultural exchanges
to a wider scope. In terms of tangible culture, China
exported silk, paper and steel into India while imported
cotton cloth, agate, foreign medicine and spices from
India. In terms of technology and astronomical calendar,
China’s paper-making and silk-weaving techniques were
introduced into India while the Indian sugar refinery,
architecture and the navagraha (nine planetary deities)
were brought into China. The most profound interaction
happened in the area of spiritual culture. Buddhism,
which originated in India and was later introduced into
China, deeply influenced China’s religion, philosophy
and art.

Despite the long-lasting and well-established
cultural interactions between China and India and the
profound impact the Indian culture had exerted on the
Chinese culture, little has been known by the ordinary
Chinese about the Indian culture, especially the
Indian art. Internally, this may have been attributable
to the fact that the Indian culture has been localized
and merged into the Chinese culture. Externally, the
popularity of the Western culture has diminished the
influence of the Indian culture. Since the beginning of

reform and opening-up in China, especially since the
Chinese museums implemented the free-admission
policy, exhibitions from foreign museums have been
introduced into China, thus providing an opportunity
for Chinese visitors to understand and admire the
outstanding culture and art in the world.

As the largest public museum in west United
States of America, the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art (LACMA) is extremely popular in the Western
hemisphere for its vast collection of artifacts from
India and other South Asian countries. It has, upon
the invitation from Hubei Provincial Museum, Shanxi
Museum and Shenzhen Museum, selected more than
120 pieces of Indian artifacts and cultural relics that
span from before the Buddha period to the early 20th
century to show the magnificent and splendid history of
the Indian art. As the title of the exhibition conveys, the
India’s Universe will display a wide range of religious
imagery from across India and greater South Asia. It is
the first thematic exhibition held in Hubei Provincial
Museum on Indian culture and the first major
exhibition we have introduced from a mainstream
museum in the United States of America. | believe that
this exhibition will enable visitors from Hubei and
other places to have a better understanding of the great
Indian art and culture. This art feast will without a doubt
further promote the Sino-Indian cultural exchanges
and cement the Sino-US friendship. | would like to
take this opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation
to Michael Govan, CEO and Director of LACMA, to
my counterparts from the Department of South and
Southeast Asian Art of LACMA, and to all the people
who have made great efforts to ensure the success of
this exhibition.

May the exhibition be a great success!

Fang Qin
Director, Hubei Provincial Museum
Director, Hubei Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

Shi Jinming
Director, Shanxi Provincial Museum
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