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What are the four parts of the test?
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CHAPTER 1 Introducing IELTS 7
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So what are the Writing and Speaking criteria?
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CHAPTER 1 Introducing IELTS 11

What does all this mean?
In the text below, fill in the numbered gaps with words from the box. There is an example.

answers around familiar flair going interpretation no
operational pronunciation residency Seven

Clearly, a Nine makes (eg) no mistakes at all. An Eight has ‘occasional’ mistakes.

‘Occasional’ means four or five wrong (1) in a Listening or a Reading test

(35-36/40 correct); five or six mistakes in a whole Writing or Speaking test. Considering an
Eight writes around 650 words, and says about 1350, that’'s 1988/2000 correct words.
While an adult Eight will have an accent from his or her first language, there will be no notice-

able errors in (2) . Bearing this in mind, there aren’t (3) to be

a lot of candidates who are Eights.

The vast majority of people who learn English cannot ever expect to become Eights.
Furthermore, Sevens are not easy to get either — they have to be earned with years of study,
practice, and perhaps living in an English-speaking environment. A candidate who is a Seven

does make some mistakes, but has (4) . (If you know this word already, you

could be a Seven.)

For most candidates, the difference between a Six and a Seven is important, and one aim
of this book is to define it. If a person has ‘(5) command’ of English, it means
that he or she operates or works well at a job using English all the time. To have a ‘generally
effective command’ of English means that, as a colleague, a Six would mostly be fine, but not
always. For this reason, Australia, Britain, Canada, and New Zealand require Sevens for

(6)

Another way of thinking about the difference between a Six and a Seven is the following. If

a native speaker were on a long train journey, would he or she enjoy talking to this candidate?

If the answer is ‘Yes’, then the candidate is likely to be a (7) ; if the answer
is ‘No’, because the native speaker would become exhausted by the effort, the candidate is
still a Six.

The native speaker’s exhaustion is the result of too much linguistic misunderstanding.

Lexical and grammatical errors are evident, and pronunciation requires (8)

Also, on a short train journey, there’s only time for (9) conversation — which

is no problem for a Five or a Six — but on a longer trip, more complex ideas may be discussed.
It is here that a Six runs into trouble.
While candidates do vary across skills, a Seven in Speaking is generally

(10) Seven in the other skills.
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If you’ve already taken the IELTS test and did not get the score you wanted...
Here are some questions to ask yourself.

Which skill did | score the lowest in?

Do | accept this is not a matter of luck but a reflection of my level?

Can | ask a qualified person about why this is my weakest skill? (Who?

When? )

After I've read and completed all the activities in this book, can | take an IELTS course or
private lessons to improve other weaknesses I've identified from this book? (Where?

)

Can | live in an English-speaking country for six months to a year?

If | don’t improve my score by the end of next year, will | accept that and make other plans

for my life that don’t involve IELTS? (What other plans?

Read the information, below, written by an examiner. How do the stories relate to you?

Because the IELTS exam is used for tertiary study and permanent residence, its results must
be accurate. Candidates need to be assessed according to their real ability.

Any language takes time and effort to acquire — most linguists say at least five years of
devoted study or living in an environment where the language is spoken. Do not believe
anyone who tells you English is quick or easy to learn!

If you've read the previous pages, you've seen that IELTS bands clearly reflect different
language levels. A candidate does not go from a Six to a Seven automatically. Time may
improve cheese and wine, but only very hard work improves English for adults. A candidate
who was a Six needs to demonstrate he or she meets the strict criteria for a Seven before
receiving it at a subsequent test.

I’'m never going to have blue eyes; I’'m never going to win a Nobel Prize; I'll never learn to
ski; and, I'll never be very good at baking cakes. In life, we eventually accept our limitations.
We understand what things can’t be changed (those with the ‘going to’ grammar above), and
things which we do have control over, we evaluate before investing too much emotional,
physical, or financial energy in.

‘OK’, | say to myself, ‘I'm now living in Iran, where lots of people ski, so | think I'll learn
to ski.” In the winter, | go skiing a few times, but — to be honest — I'm scared, unfit, and
uncoordinated. Each time, I'm freezing wet and miserable when | get home. After a dozen
trips and lessons, | decide skiing's not the thing for me.

Now, my daughter’s fourth birthday party is coming up, and | want to make her a fabulous
cake. ‘All right,” | say to myself, ‘| haven’t done well in the past with baking cakes, but now
I’'m going to prove | can. I'm going to practise until I'm perfect.” And | do. In fact, my daugh-
ter’s cake is so amazing | get orders from mothers whose children came to the party. One
year later, I'm making cakes for birthdays, anniversaries, and office dos. | wouldn’t say I've
got a business, but | get great pleasure from my hobby and a bit of extra cash. | suppose I've
surprised myself. Still, I've worked hard for it, and | don’'t tell anyone how many cakes |'ve
thrown away.



