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Pottery—making Kin I—=Y12

n 2012 to 2013, the Field Archaeological Research

Center, National Museum of China carried out two
seasons of excavation on the Zhoujiazhuang Site. In the
spring of 2012, they excavated the eastern section of
the moat that can be inferred to have been formed and
to have functioned in the late Longshan Period. This
work was followed by the revelation of the cemetery
in Area | within the southeast of the site. It clarified
the eastern and northern boundaries of the burial
ground and discovered a group of Longshan Period
tombs, numerous ash-pits, as well as some house-
foundations and pottery-making kilns. In the spring
of 2013, excavation was conducted in Area II of the

n the earth filing of

site by opening six trenches. The operations brought

to light a few tombs and house foundations. By now
it can be asserted that the Zhoujiazhuang Site was a
large-sized Longshan Period settlement occupying
an area of above 4,000,000 sq m with the periphery
surrounded by a considerable moat, within which there
may have been more than one cemetery and a lot of
living areas. The well-arranged tombs represent certain
social differentiation in the community. These remains
provided important data for researches into the social
structure, inhabitancy mode, burial institution and
production-economic pattern of southern Shanxi and
even the whole Central Plains in the Longshan Age.
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