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Preface

The Capital Library, traced back to 1913 when Mr. Lu Xun participated in the establishment of the Capital
Exoteric Library, has enjoyed a history of 91 years. During the past period, generations of coterie have combined
everywhere for treasurable books to enrich library collection that the accumulation has made remarkable
achievements today. In particular, after the establishment of New China, the book-collection of the Capital
Library has transferred its emphasis on all documents, comparing to its stress on popular literature like traditional
operas and novels before 1949.

There are three major book sources of the Capital Library: governmental allocation, library purchase and gift
books. For instance, the first batch of books kept by the library were selected by Mr. Lu Xun, who was holding
a post at the Ministry of Education at the early years of the Republic of China; after that, the library took over the
book collection of Sino-USSR Friendship Association, Former French Library and Kong De Middle School
Library as well as the books that had kept by Cultural Relic Group of Physical Goods Warehouse at Beijing
Municipal Financial Bureau ,and No. 7 Division of Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau. However, the
books purchased by the library itself account for the majority. On the other hand, the library also has kept books
that donated by Lu Xu, Liang Sumin, Shen Congwen, Mrs. Huang Yu, Li Zongren, and famous dramatist Mr. Wu
Xiaolin, who passed away recently.

The books kept by the Capital Library have reached more than 3.5 million currently and the number is still
increasing by at least 300 thousand annually. Among these rich collections are a number of characteristic books
which are rare seen in china and abroad. It includes not only fine publications of Song and Yuan Dynasties,
elaborate works of Ming and Qing Dynasties, metal and stone inscriptions, painting and calligraphy of great
masters,but also large numbers of newspaper, periodicals, books and old pictures at the late years of Qing Dynasty
and early years of the Republic of China. As a large-scale comprehensive public library that subordinates to
Beijing Municipality, the Capital Library has attached great importance to the collecting and sorting Beijing local
literature. In the early year of 1958, the library had set up Beijing Local Literature Center to handle the collection,
sorting, storing, and consulting service for local literature. The center is the only professional organization
engaging in Beijing local literature across the nation, and now possesses about 30,000 collections pieces and 4,
000 books.

Various types of collections are available in Beijing Local Literature Center of Capital Library — books in
Chinese and foreign languages, ancient Chinese books, periodicals, newspaper, research papers, scientific &
technological reports, conference proceedings, document assembly, graphic statistics, maps, metal and stone
rubbings, excerpts, contracts, traditional opera specifications, pictures, music scores and special reference books
of local literature. Some of them are kept by modern carriers such as microfilms, tapes and discs despite that the
majority is kept in written forms. While the literature sources cover from formal publications to informal ones
involving the publications of government organs, scientific, research and educational organizations, enterprises,
groups and individuals at the different periods. Beijing Local Literature Center, by taking advantage of mass
materials and through years of exploration, summary, enrichment, improvement and perfection, has become well-
known in information consultancy and service in capital district as well as a key information source for Beijing
local literature service.

In the special collection of the center, there are a large number of Beijing ancient and old maps bearing
plentiful information of Beijing's nature, society and human culture in the past which visually and directly
describe the space distribution of the information in specific time periods. These maps are both theoretically and
practically valuable in the research of Beijing’ s history, geography, custom, culture, or even those of climate,
hydrology and relief variation. In order to protect, inherit and use these precious literatures as well as to make the
best of ancient maps, we compiled and published The Collection of Beijing Historical Maps by systematically
arranging and studying the old maps.



The ancient and old maps kept in the collection have two sources: the sheet maps specially kept by Local
Literature Center of the Capital Library; the maps available in the forms of illustration of ancient books
(particularly in chorography) kept by Local Literature Center or Department of Ancient Books.

The sheet maps are mainly the works at the late years of Qing Dynasty, the period of the Republic of China
and the period of Japanese aggression in China. These maps, basically adopted the techniques of scientific actual
measurement from the West, are accurate, elaborate, detailed and rich in content. Most of the maps were compiled
by government organizations at that time while Some of them compiled and published by nongovernment
organizations In addition to the sheet maps of Beijing produced by Chinese people, some sheet mapsof Beijing
in foreign languages were painted by foreigners. You may find maps in French, English and Japanese editions
in the Map Collection.

The Map Collection has also kept a large number of illustration-formed maps, which are equal precious
although they are not ehact with less contents buthey filled up the gap in variety shortage of sheet maps. As we
all know that Beijing has a very long history but the earliest sheet Beijing Map "Map of Beijing Palace" painted
in the period of Jia Jing Emperor of Ming Dynasty (1522-1566), which keeps in Japan Northeast University
Library, and only has a history of no more than 500 years. And only few sheet Beijing maps that compiled in the
early and mid period of Qing Dynasty have been preserved. However, a map of Beijing City at Jin Dynasty titled
as "Map of Southern Capital", which was kept in Shi Lin Guang Ji (Broad Recordings of Millions of Occasions
written by Chen Yuanliang in the late period of Nan Song Dynasty), is undoubtedly the earliest map of Beijing
City. It provided visual information for the research over the patterns of Beijing at that time. Another precious
map, "Map of Golden Gate", which was kept in Records of Shun Tian Fu composed in Wan Li 21st year of Ming
Dynasty, is one of the earliest maps of Beijing City in Ming Dynasty in spite of its sketchy drawing. From the
above, one may be aware of the necessity of collecting the illustration-formed maps of ancient books for the
Collection of Maps.

On the other hand, the collection keeps maps of various types. By regarding mapping area, they could be
divided into general map of the area, map of Beijing City, map of Beijing suburb, map of counties around Beijing,
map of garden and scenic spots and map of villages and towns; according to map types, there are wall map, folded
map, atlas and illustration; in terms of plotting scale, they have non-mathematics simple map, large-scale map,
small-scale map, etc; while in the respect of themes, the maps could be divided into ordinary map, city plén,
planning graphic, communication map, tourist map, map of rivers and canals, map of garrison stations, map of
patrol and protection, historigram, engineering drawing, landscape map, architectural map, and so on.

The collection selected about 750 maps from hundreds documents and is compiled into 4 volumes according
to the mapping areas and themes. Each volume is arranged according to the order of color map first and single-
color map second.

The first volume collects the maps of Beijing City and general maps of Beijing District , almost 145 ancient
maps totally from Song Dynasty to the establishment of the People's Republic of China.

The Map of Beijing Donated to Khitan, The first map of this volume,is taken from The Recording of Khitan
(written by Ye Long Li in Song Dynasty and painted in Bei Song Dynasty). It is a regional map centered on Yan
Jing (the former name of Beijing). The first volume also records two Beijing-related maps, Map of Southern
Beijing and Map of Zhongshu Sheng, which were the original illustrations in Shi Lin Guang Ji written by Chen
Yuan Liang of Nan Song Dynasty (supplemented during Yuan Dynasty and early Ming Dynasty). The first
volume contains 4 maps of Beijing of Ming Dynasty and more than 30 maps of Qing Dynasty , other maps of
the periods of the Republic of China and Japanese aggression.

From 1153 AD when Jin Dynasty saw the establishment of Zhong Du (Beijing's name in Jin Dynasty) until
today, Beijing has enjoyed a long history of 851 years. The changes and development of the city could be deeply



and visually understood through a view over the maps recorded by the first volume.

The second volume collects more than 173 maps of Beijing suburbs and counties, involving regional maps,
town maps, architectural plans, etc. The maps are arranged according to current administrative divisions and
plotting times.

Suburbs and counties around Beijing, as important components of Beijing area, have enjoyed the same long
history as Beijing. The maps in this volume reflect numerable information such as the changes of the regionalism
around Beijing, replacing of place names from ancient to modern times, prosperity and decline of the areas around
the capital, evolvement of rivers and water systems and the increase of traffic routes.

The third volume collects about 180 maps of foreign languages (in the first half of the book) and views of
famous scenic spots (in the second half of the book).

Beijing maps in foreign languages compiled and produced by foreigners to meet the needs of understanding,
introducing Beijing or construction engineering. For instance, the collection includes a picture map named "A
Map and History of Beiping", published in 1936 and sketched by General Frank Dorn, a visiting military advisor
from the United States. He drew the custom and tradition of Beijing vividly by using form of pictures. Around
the map margin, pictures were also used to introduce the history of Beijing. The map was an influential reading
material at that time. The map plotted by a French railway engineer named Mr. G. Bouillard, was of high accuracy
for mainly serving the purpose of railway construction. This volume contains more than 10 maps plotted by Mr.
G. Bouillard.

The third volume also keeps French-plotted "Views of 25 Scenic Spots", Japanese-plotted "Graphic Drawing
of Chinese Landscape" as well as the views of famous spots in "Map of Yuanmingyuan Ruins", "Recording of
Shangfang Mountain" and "Poems and Drawings of the 36 Spots in Imperial Summer Resort". Strictly speaking,
drawings of famous scenic spots do not belong to maps, but they have become Beijing's key parts, formed beautiful
view of Beijing and witnessed the long history of Beijing. In addition, tri-dimensional and direct drawings of
scenic spots are a beneficial supplement to plane map. That is why we select certain representative drawings of
famous scenic spots and keep them in the collection.

The fourth volume collects more than 250 maps of special subjects, includ economic construction, highway,
railway, aviation, watercourse, protective patrol, tourism, history, and so on. .

In the earliest 30 years of 20" century, Beijing had experienced evident changes that hadn't happened for
several centuries. More and more urban residents began to enjoy clean tap water with scientific treatment; trains
and electric buses became increasingly popular communication tools; lots of city walls were demolished and city
gates were rebuilt for the convenience of vehicle traffic; former streets "with thick earth in sunny days and thick
mud in raining days" became blacktop or paved with gravel; stink open muck ditches were rebuilt into closed
conduits; hundreds of channels were cleaned and dredged. The above changes are reflected at certain degrees in
this volume.

The fourth volume also has an appendix of "Change of Beijing" attached with maps, of which most are
historical maps of Beijing drawn by late generations in accordance with textual research.

There might be lacking of detailed research and explanation for The Collection of Beijing Historical Maps
since the time for editing and publication is limited and the content of the book is miscellaneous. But we hope the
work we did could offer a few commonplace remarks by way of introduction so that readers may come up with
valuable opinions. In spite of unsatisfactory work, we are the pioneer of collection and publication of ancient maps
of Beijing Region.

Meanwhile, there perhaps would be omission or mistakes. The editors hope that vast readers grant
instructions, suggestions and advice so that we can work together to improve and perfect the research towards

Beijing ancient and old maps.
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