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Already had I made sure that a rooted and anchored affection had come to me from
out the emptiness and nothingness of the world and was to feed my soul henceforward ;
already had I changed the mood of long years and felt a conversion towards the life of

things, an appreciation, a cousinship with the created light——and all that through

one new link of loving kindness when whatever it is that dashes the cup of bliss from
the lips of mortal man (Tupper) up and dashed it good and hard. It was the Ancient
Enemy who put the fatal sentence into my heart, for we are the playthings of the greater
powers, and surely some of them are evil.

“You will never leave me. Amathea,” I said: “I will respect your sleep and we
will sit here together through all uncounted time, I holding you in my arms and you
dreaming of the fields of Paradise. Nor shall anything part us. Amathea? you are my cat
and I am your human. Now and onwards into the fullness of peace. ”

Then it was that Amathea lifted herself once more, and with delicate, discreet,
unweighted movement of perfect limbs leapt lightly to the floor as lovely as a wave. She
walked slowly away form me without so much as looking back over her shoulder; she had
another purpose in her mind; and as she so gracefully and so majestically neared the
door which she was seeking, a short, unpleasant man standing at the bar said “Puss,

Puss, Puss!” and stooped to scratch her gently behind the ear. With what a wealth of
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singular affection, pure and profound, did she not gaze up at him, and then rub her-
self against his leg in token and external expression of a sacramental friendship that

should never die.
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