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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

This much loved comedy of William Shakespeare’s first
appeared in print in 1600. It is about two very different
love stories. When the handsome Claudio returns from
war, he immediately falls in love with the beautiful Hero,
and everybody is happy when they decide to marry.
Everybody, that is, except one man, who does his best to
break the young couple’s hearts.

Love, like war, is not easy. It can be very sad, when things
go wrong. But it can also be very funny, for family and
friends who enjoy watching the young lovers. Benedick and
Beatrice are not a sweet, loving couple like Claudio and
Hero. They both hate the idea of marriage. ‘I shall never be
a husband,” says Benedick. And if Beatrice is asked when
she will marry, she answers, ‘Never, I hope.” But their
friends have a secret plan . . .
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Much Ado About Nothing
INTRODUCTION ,

Much Ado About Nothing is set in Messina, a town on the
Mediterranean island of Sicily, about four hundred years ago.
Sicily is Italian now, but in Shakespeare’s time it had Spanish
rulers. When the play begins, the Spanish prince, Don Pedro,
and his Italian gentlemen are coming to Messina after fighting
in a war. They are going to stay for some time at the house of
Leonato, Lord of Messina.

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Act 1 Scene 1: Leonato’s garden, outside his house
Scene 2: A room in Leonato’s house
Act 2 Scene 1: A large room in Leonato’s house
Scene 2: A smaller room in Leonato’s house
Scene 3: Leonato’s garden
Act 3 Scene 1: Leonato’s garden
Scene 2: A room in Leonato’s house
Scene 3: A street in Messina, with-a low wall
Act 4 Scene 1: Outside a church
Scene 2: In the Messina prison
Act 5 Scene 1: A street in Messina
Scene 2: Leonato’s garden
Scene 3: A room in Leonato’s house

You will need a rolled-up letter, tables and chairs, glasses and
bottles, some paper for Verges to write on, masks, and musical
instruments. In Leonato’s garden there must be a tree to hide

behind.
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,~#€E Much Ado About Nothing

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

Leonato, Lord of Messina

Hero, Leonato’s daughter

Beatrice, Hero’s cousin

Margaret and Ursula, Hero’s servants

Don Pedro, Prince of Aragon

Benedick, a young gentleman, and friend of Don Pedro’s
Claudio, a young gentleman, and friend of Don Pedro’s
Don John, Don Pedro’s brother

Borachio and Conrade, Don John’s servants

Father Francis, a priest

Dogpberry, the head of the police

Verges, a policeman

Three other policemen

Musicians

Two messengers
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Much Ado About Nothing

Act 1 Scene 1

The soldiers come back from the war

Outside Leonato’s house, in Messina. Leonato is talking

to Hero and Beatrice. A messenger arrives with a letter.

MESSENGER

LEONATO

HERO

LEONATO

HERO

LEONATO

HERO

MESSENGER

LEONATO

BEATRICE

LEONATO

HERO

BEATRICE

My lord Leonato, this letter is for you.

Thank you. (He reads the letter.)

What does it say, father? Is it about the war?
Yes, my dear. It’s from my friend Don Pedro. It
says that the war has finished.

That’s wonderful news!

It says that the soldiers are coming back to
Messina today. Don Pedro is coming to see us.
Are many of the soldiers hurt?

No, my lady, only a few.

This letter says that Claudio, a young gentleman
from Florence, was very brave.

What about the Lion of Messina, the bravest
man in the world? (She laughs.)

I don’t understand. Who are you talking about,
Beatrice?

She means Benedick, father, a friend of Don
Pedro’s.

That’s right. He thinks that he’s the bravest
man in the world, but he isn’t. He doesn’t like
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war n. fighting between
countries or large groups of
people {4+

messenger n. someone who
brings news or messages {5 i
lord n. a title for a man of good
family FCA

lady ». a title for a woman of
good family /MH

gentleman ». a man from a
high social class #fi+

mean (meant, meant) v. to
have a particular meaning &

R, B
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Much Ado About Nothing

MESSENGER

HERO

LEONATO

DON PEDRO

BEATRICE

DON PEDRO

LEONATO

BENEDICK

BEATRICE

BENEDICK

BEATRICE

DON PEDRO

fighting. He prefers watching other people fight.
That’s not true! Benedick is a good soldier.
Don’t be angry. My cousin Beatrice likes
Benedick, but she laughs at him all the time.
Here they come! (Don Pedro, Don John,
Claudio and Benedick enter.) Don Pedro!
Welcome to Messina!

Leonato! It’s good to see you again. You already
know my friend Benedick, don’t you?

Of course he does. Benedick is the most famous
man in the world. Everyone knows him.

And this is Claudio.

Welcome, gentlemen. This is my daughter,
Hero, and her cousin, Beatrice.

Ah, Beatrice — we’ve already met, haven’t we?
Have we? I can’t remember. (All laugh.)

You never remember anything, Beatrice — you’re
always too busy talking.

Perhaps my words are more interesting than
yours, Benedick. (She turns away from him.)
Leonato, this is my brother, Don John. He was
my enemy for many years, but now we are
friends again.
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fight (fought, fought) v. to
take part in a war or battle /i
prefer v. to like someone or
something more B K
cousin ». your uncle’s or aunt’s
child 5 (353 ) s (A k)
laugh at to make unkind or
funny remarks about someone
LES

famous adj. known about by
many people 4[]
remember v. to keep in mind
of something from the past 15
interesting adj. unusual or
exciting £ &1

enemy 7. someone who hates
you and wants to harm you F{ A
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LEONATO  That’s good. Don Pedro, I hope with all my
heart that you, your brother and your friends
will stay here at my house for some time. Would
you like to come inside?

Everyone leaves except Claudio and Benedick.

craupio  Benedick, did you see Leonato’s daughter?

BENEDICK  Yes, of course I did. Why? Do you like her?

ctaubio  Like her? I love her!

BENEDICK  What? You’ve only met her once! She’s very
sweet, but . . .

craubio  Sweet? She’s the most beautiful girl I've ever
seen! Benedick, 'm going to marry her if I can!

Don Pedro enters.

DON PEDRO  Come on, you two! Come inside!

BENEDICK  Claudio has some interesting news, Don Pedro.
He’s in love.

DON PEDRO  Really?

cLaupio | love Hero. I want to marry her.

poN PEDRO  That’s wonderful! I think the two of you will be
very happy if you marry.

BENEDICK  Ha! It’s impossible for anyone to be married
and to be happy. I tell you, I shall never be a
husband!

DON PEDRO  Oh yes, you will! One day soon, Claudio and I
will call you ‘Benedick, the married man’. Now,

10
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sweet adj. kind, and friendly 7
FH)

marry v. to become one’s
husband or wife Fl------ LE4%
impossible adj. cannot happen

or be done A~AJRERY



