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PASSAGE QUESTIONS

Some people boast of having a sixth sense, | 1. The author implies that the “people” (line 1)
professing to know or see things that others | are ;

cannot, Fortune-tellers, mind readers, and (A) mavericks

mystics all lay claim to this power, and, (B) dilettantes

in so doing, elicit widespread fascination (C) oracles

in others, especially book publishers and | (D) charlatans

television producers. The questionable field of | (E) pragmatists

parapsychology is of course founded on the
belief that at least some people actually possess | 2. The tone of the author’s comment in the last
this mysterious power. But to me, the real sentence (“But... Street”) is most accurately
mystery is why so many fortunetellers choose described as

to work the phones on television psychic (A) sardonic

hotlines instead of becoming insanely wealthy (B) baffled

stock traders on Wall Street. (C) condescending

(D) didactic

(E) pensive
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Passage 1

The realm of blogging and other user-generated
Web content, like personal home pages, has a
Wild West, anything-can-happen feel to it. A
guy who has never written a children’s book
goes from blogging, to networking, to causing
a stir, and ends up with a book deal. A couple
of women who find their conversations about
dating incredibly amusing turn out to be right,
and end up with a television deal from a major
cable channel. While it is growing and changing
more rapidly than anyone can accurately track,
the world of blogging is still a place where
anyone can stand out, make a splash, be seen, be
heard, and be successful.

Passage 1

One of the strangest and most enthralling aspects
of blogs (online journals) is just how intensely
personal they can he. People like me maintain
personal blogs because they like the idea that
there’s a place where a record of their existence
is kept—a house with an always-open door
where people who are looking for you can check
on you, compare notes with you, and tell you
what they think of you. Sometimes that house
1s messy, sometimes horrifyingly so. In real life,
we wouldn’t invite any passing stranger into
these situations, but the remove of the Internet
makes it seem OK.
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Passage 2

A blog can seem like a waste of time to some,
since there is no guarantee readers will come
and comment. Maintaining it with new posts
and an interesting layout can seem like a chore.
Why does someone bother to create a blog if
it isn’t to peddle a product or to get in touch
with consumers? “The principal reason to blog
is because you have something to say,” claims
one expert on blogging. “While the cadre of
readers may be small, it is not really how many
sets of eyeballs are reading your material that’s
important, but who the eyeballs belong to. Blogs
are written by influencers, and it is often other
influencers that read them.”

Passage 2

Something about the personal blog makes me
distinctly uncomfortable. After several hours of
reading these blogs, I often feel sick, as if I’ve
watched too many tell-all talk shows on daytime
television. I’ve learned too much I didn’t need to
know about too many people’s everyday lives—
lives without anything particularly extraordinary
to recommend them, except the bloggers’ own
sense of importance. Some blogs make me feel
guilty, as if I have been looking at texts that are
too personal and not intended for me to see. But
I must confess that when I find a blog I like. I
frequent the site daily, anxious for new entries.
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“You can lose a country, but no one can take away your education,” my mother reassured me.
“You will have the best education in America.” Years after our migration from Vietnam to
Virginia, that was the hook I used to talk my mother into my idea of college. Every serious
student in America embarked on a four-year quest, to be taught by a master teacher at a
college far away from home, I explained. It was the equivalent of a martial artist’s leaving her
village to study kung fu at the Shaolin Temple, I would say. And although she did not do it

with grace, she believed me.
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The mother’s statement (““You will...America”) is best characterized as a
(A) warning (B) lament (C) concession

(D) compliment (E) conviction

= i)

JR SR ) bestR BHVEH RS AER B2, HILIERED HERE T conviction ( #if5,
BE) .

@/ [ Bi2 ] 20075E5 A B

...We went to the T. B. Blackstone Library, not far from Lake Michigan. You could easily
miss the building if you didn’t know what you were looking for. But once you were inside,
you could never mistake it for anything else. We passed through two sets of heavy brass

doors to the lobby of the library, a great domed entrance with a ceiling...

The tone of the statement (“But once...else™) is one of
(A) arrogance (B) foreboding (C) conviction
(D) diffidence (E) sarcasm

¥ (ww)

JE3CH i never R MR HOIESARH B E , ILIES BT C B conviction ()
H. BIE) o

Q/ [ B3] 201245 A B R

...A couple of axioms might be usefully affirmed at this point. I believe that any form
of writing exercise is good for you. I also believe that anything which helps develop
your awareness of different properties, styles, and effects of writing is good for you. It
helps you become a better reader, more sensitive to nuance, and a better writer, more
sensitive to audience. Texting language is no different from other innovative forms of written

expression that have emerged in the past...

In stating(“A couple...audience”), the author supports an argument with
A. nostalgic anecdotes B. historical precedents
C. personal convictions D. idealistic hopes

E. hypothetical assumptions
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JESCH “I believe, I also believe” EHI/EZMHESIEE RE, HILIEHEDT HC
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If, on the other hand, they are a thousand years behind us, we will likely arrive at their home
planet before they even begin sending us radio signals. Technological advances build upon

each other, increasing technological abilities faster than most people anticipate. Imagine, for

example, how astounded even a great seventeenth-century scientist like Isaac Newton would
be by our current global communication system, were he alive today. Where are those highly
developed extraterrestrial civilizations so dear to the hearts of science-fiction writers? Their

existence is far from a foregone conclusion.

The author mentions Isaac Newton in order to

(A) emphasize the rapid rate of technological innovation
(B) acknowledge the impact of a profound thinker

(C) criticize the inflexibility of Newton’s contemporaries
(D) speculate about Newton’s influence on current research

(E) highlight the value of scientific curiosity

T

48 8T ) Bt 1] Isaac Newton & v B JE 30, AT AT LALE & L A5 4k & Bl for
example, U 7Efor exampleRjH KN AE FIRER, EFER VAL, HEI 1Y
technological innovation®# Ji LRI £k 73#) Technological advances, #E5 H f¥jrapid &t
JE 3 ) faster
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The Tanaina live in an environment that could euphemistically be described as “difficult”.
Survival, especially in the wild, is always precarious. Further, they were, in the precontact
period, a nonliterate people. Oral communication was therefore the method of cultural
transmission, legal understanding, and meaningful communication. It is also necessary to
know that a “staff”, as mentioned in the story, functions as both a walking stick and
a weapon, and that in the Tanaina symbol system, porcupines were supposed to be
rather ponderous, dull-witted creatures, and beavers were thought to be energetic and

industrious but overly spontaneous and erratic.

In relation to the passage, the statements (it is also... erratic) serve a function most similar to
which of the following items?

(A) A menu in a restaurant

(B) The key or legend to a map

(C) A department store directory

(D) The outline of a term paper

(E) An illustration of a fairytale

& (ww)

IERE R NBIEI, RZ %A kB X U AIER . 753X L% A T key
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Among the reasons for the decline of New England agriculture in the
last three decades were the high cost of land, the pressure of housing and
commercial development, and a marketing and distribution system based on
importing produce from Florida and California.

[ w2

)

BEEA], IEHHYIEF4E: The high cost of land, the pressure of
housing and commercial development, and a marketing and distribution
system based on importing produce from Florida and California were
among the reasons for the decline of New England agriculture in the last
three decades. 31 H 3151 I3 FATREEL AL, BP (1) the high cost
of land, (2) the pressure of housing and commercial development,

(3) a marketing and distribution system based on importing produce
from Florida and California,
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distribution: 4343, 3L
produce: 4= iy
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Developing nations in various parts of the world have amassed $700
billion in debts; at stake, should a significant number of these debts be
repudiated, is the solvency of some of the world’s largest multinational
banks.

[ w2
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IS a A TR EIR G, RS MR . If a significant
number of these debts should be repudiated, the solvency of some of the
world’s largest multinational banks is at stake.
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amass: AR, RBE
at stake: fE R
repudiate: 4
solvency: £ it )
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An array of tax incentives has led to a boom in the construction of new
office buildings; so abundant has capital been for commercial real estate that
investors regularly scour the country for areas in which to build.

(® A ]

So...that...[EERERC, QARG LABCTF -, 4355 BYH) 2B
ZEKy, IEH 1N capital has been so abundant for commercial real
estate that investors regularly scour the country for areas in which to
build,

(i 3C]

an array of: —#¥f, —4it
incentive: 2£J}

boom: EHIAFE, Ei
scour: 12, Mkl

(8 7]
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[B1 2]

Reformers in the Northern states put so much pressure upon the Congress
not to extend slavery to territories destined for statehood that some of the
southern states wanted to secede from the United States.

[# iR ]

So...tha...[EEFEHAC, k.- LAECT - , sog| FHNAR
A ( much pressure upon the Congress not to extend slavery to territories
destined for statehood ) , that5 | FHINZEIZLH (some of the southern
states wanted to secede from the United States ) .

(im 3C)

territory: 451
slavery: R Hil
destined: {FERT, ZAE-HY
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3. @fLE

[ B1]

It is significant that the earliest living things that built communities on these
islands are examples of symbiosis, a phenomenon that depends upon the
close cooperation of two or more forms of life and a principle that is very
important in island communities.
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