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preface

The European integration process is developing in depth gradually and
expending, going ahead to deeper social integration, from European Coal
and Steel Community in the 1950s to European Economic Community, and
then to the cooperation in agriculture, military and trade. In order to fully
achieve‘European integration and internationalization, relying on the back-
ground of politics, economy and military integration, the higher education
ministers from 29 countries and more than 200 delegates from the higher ed-
ucation sector in Europe gathered in the University of Bologna in 1999,
which is the oldest university in Italy. They held a meeting called Bologna
meeting regarding the reform of European higher education system. Since
then it opened the European higher education integration process.

The Bologna process is one reform on higher education, which has the
most extensive and profound impact since European Union carried out a se-
ries of education reforms in recent years. Its goal is to build one Higher Ed-
ucation Area with liberty, democracy and equality in Europe in 2010, coor-
dinating and unifying the higher education system, promoting the free move-
ment of talents in Europe and improving the competitiveness and attraction
of European higher education-in the world. Now, The Bologna process has
gone through more than ten years’ development, and has achieved signifi-
cant results, improving the social status of European higher education suc-

cessfully in the international world. In 2020, the European higher education
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will face many challenges from global competition, the society issue of ag-
ing, and the influences of financial crisis and so on. The Bologna process
continues to be advanced, and attracts wide attentions from more and more
of national and regional higher education sessions, as well to be a hot topic
of discussion in our national the higher education sector.

There are some commons in higher education between our country and
European counties. For example, public education is dominated. Both face
challenges of globalization and internationalization, have a unique geograph-
ical advantage, and have the similar culture background in neighboring
counties and regions. Therefore, it has important practical significance un-
der the trends of the knowledge-based economy globalization to transform
from a traditional economy to a knowledge-based economy, to study the de-
velopment of Bologna process, to explore the practices of European higher
education reforms, to codify the practical experiences of European higher
education area construction, to plan and design Chinese higher education,
to promote cooperation and development of regional higher education, to
strengthen the regional higher education, which is suitable and coordinated
with the strategy of national major function areas from the international and
national strategic perspective surrounding the new thoughts and new models
of national developments closely.

This book takes the Bologna Process as the main thread, based on Neo-
Functionalism, liberal-intergovernmentalism and European Growth Pole Theo-
ry, and adopts a combination of literature research, historical research,
comparative research and case analysis. It combines with history conscious-
ness and problem consciousness, and reveals profoundly the ideological ori-
gins, development background, operation mechanism and the practices of
reforms of the of European Higher Education Area construction in different
historical periods. The book makes comparative analysis of Germany,

France, Britain and lItaly the four signatory countries for their individual



