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The Start of a Long Journey
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- Preface

This year may well be called "the promotion year of youth art", for there have been
many exhibitions themed on youngster' s art, such as "Sub-Phenomena: Report
on the State of Chinese Young Art" "Art Nova 100" "Support Program for Young
Artists" "Young Artists Biennial", etc. These projects, from different angles and with

different purposes, have played positive roles in the development of youth art.

The nation-wide"The Start of a Long Journey" of this year is the third of such serial
exhibitions. Since the project has been well received, we plan to choose about 100
pieces of work shown in the exhibition for touring show in China's provincial and
municipal art museums from this year on, in order to build up close relationship
between the achievement of advanced art education and the social culture in
China. Presently, we plan to display this year's works in Jiangsu Provincial Art
Museum, Heilongjiang Art Museum, Qingdao Art Museum, Henan Art Museum and

Guancheng Art Museum, etc.

In the prefaces to the previous exhibitions, such narrations have been made to

express the aim of this project:

"The exhibition is chiefly a display of graduation works selected by the participating
fine arts academies in China, which sensitively and truly reflect the level of
teaching and achievements of Chinese fine arts academies in the contemporary
background. It provides a platform for the study of China's fine arts education by
making comparison between academies, and between academic art and social art.
This platform as an "inter-zone" supplies updated and accurate information for
contemporary fine arts education, so that the experience and wrong cognition in
the previous education practice were revealed. We believe that it is an essential
basis for adjustment and control of academic education through discussing the
academic and educational issues in a broader social and cultural context and
paying attention and understanding the latest status quo and materials about the

art education.

As a mechanism,"The Start of a Long Journey" exhibition has the following

characteristics:



It seriously recommends to the society these young talents, regarding them as
outstanding artists, who have come to the fore through various levels of screening
from the very beginning of their study in painting, and supports them when they
are about to participate in a higher level of social involvement on art . They are

surely the hope of the future art.

In the exhibition and the catalogue, every author presents his/her own self-
statement, from which we get to known about their ways of concerning and
understanding on social issues. Every generation has its specific "culture" and each
generation has its specific mission. These brief statements represent their attitudes
towards art, creation and social issues, which are extremely valuable for teaching
research, and for the understanding of future art, since they stand for the art
of the next stage or even the future. Their ideas and works may not be mature
at the moment, but we could see in them something more precious than those
stereotyped and symbolized "masterpieces"—they are something with a plenty of

space for future growth like seeds.

We included in the catalogue a brief introduction and contact information for each
of the exhibiting artists, which allowed the catalogue to act as a business card
for them extending from the academy to greater society. Because of that, many
exhibition participants received invitation from important international biennials,
or got opportunities to contact museums and art projects across the world; many
of their works have been known and collected by museums and collectors; and
some of them have been enrolled by overseas academies of fine arts for further
study. From then on, they would go on to become artists blessed with the ability to

explore, preparing for an infinite realm of artistic creation in society.

Amidst the multitude of tasks within a fine arts academy, its primary task is to train
the artists of tomorrow, so that they might fit into contemporary and future social
and cultural conformations, that they might have a depth of artistic understanding,
sound taste, outstanding artistic skills and the ability of execution. The examination
and assessment of their changes and improvements from admission to graduation

provide important indicators for showing and testing an academy's performance.
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The youth art is the most vigorous community with future potentials in the art
ecology. In this community, the graduation works from various fine arts academies
constitute an important part. As both a summary of the four-year study and an
announcement for "future take-off", they reflect in a sensitive way, many issues like

contemporary fine arts education, artistic trend, etc.

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the participating academies and
the persons involved in the organizing of the exhibition for their great supports.
Particularly, we want to express our appreciation to Mrs. Wang Xiaolin, Director of
Teaching Affairs Section of the China Central Academy of Fine Arts and Mr. Tang
Bin, Deputy Director of CAFA Art Museum for their contributions to the exhibition.
At last but not least, we would like to thank all those who have provided their helps

to the success of this project.

Prof. Xu Bing
Vice President of China Central Academy of Fine Arts
December 15, 2012
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Wood board, Paper, Mixed material
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Life is full of barriers one after another. All the young people
are striving forward with different mentalities, some are
persistent, and others are hesitating. The railway leads to the
place ahead, beginning with the starting point, full of unknowns
and uncertainties, rules and constraints, some people obey
them and others broken them, but one point is obvious: this is
a one-way travel, and there is no turn-back at all. Although it is

full of hardships and dangers, everybody can go to the distant

place as long as you keep walking on it.
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Fang Dacheng / China Central Academy of Fine Arts / School of Chinese Painting






