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Abstract

This book is not only a report of the transparency development report of
Chinese foundations in 2014, but also a report of Foundation Transparency Index
(FTI) 2014. FTI 2014 includes 2600 foundations founded before January 1%, 2012.
Based on the data of these foundations in 2012, we aim to analyze and evaluate the
existing transparency problems in Chinese foundations.

Given the fact that transparency is the consensus in philanthropy, what this book
advocates is beyond the common request of transparency. It focuses on three
requirements for foundation information disclosure under the current laws;
information completeness, accessibility, and timeliness. We think that these standards
are the key elements that directly impact the result of information disclosure.

This book consists of five parts. Part One mainly introduces the development
background and system of FTI. It also gives an introduction of the requirements of
the current laws for foundation information disclosure in order to provide a legal and
institutional base for the following discussions. Part Two analyzes the status quo of
transparency of the 2600 Chinese foundations. Part Three compares the transparency
performance under different classifications including public/non-public foundations,
civil-background/non-civil-background  foundations, foundations registered in
Ministry of Civil Affairs/registered in Province-level department of civil affairs, and so
on. Part Four compares the Top 100 foundations in total assets, donations, and
philanthropic spending. It also compares foundations with names starting with
“China” , and the most transparent foundations in different provinces. Through these
comparisons, the developmental trend and regional differences can be revealed.

In order to illustrate the method of realizing transparency, Part Five of this book
provides two transparency cases: 1) the Chinese Foundations’ 4 -+ 20 Self-regulation
Alliance for Disaster Relief founded after Ya’an Earthquake; 2) the establishment of
the information disclosure platform to promote the transparency of foundations in

Zhejiang province. The two cases demonstrate the importance and feasibility of
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Abstract 8.7

foundation transparency from both the governmental perspective and the civil society
perspective, which are very typical and complementary.

The appendix of this book includes the relevant legal documents, indicators and
calculation methods of FTI, the full list of FTT 2014, and news snapshot of FTL All

of these provide more comprehensive information of FTI 2014 to readers.
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