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Preface

Chinese nation is a big family composed by numerous nationalities with a profound history and brilliant civilization. Just because of her open
bosom, after 5,000 years of trials and hardships, Chinese civilization is still full of vitality. During longtime development of civilization, essence of
culture had been dedicated by numerous nationalities to nourish the towering tree of Chinese nation, endowing Chinese civilization with the
quality of broadness, tenacity and everlasting charms. Such noble quality enable Chinese people survive any bitterness and hardships, just as being

reborn out of fire. No matter where they go, the Chinese will always cherish her Chinese heart.

The Painting Exhibition Essence of Traditional Chinese Virtue is a collection of paintings depicting familiar examples representing traditional
Chinese virtue, unfolding before your eyes in the order of filial piety, brotherhood, faith and honesty, propriety, righteousness, integrity and sense of

shame. Let the light of traditional Chinese Virtue illuminate our souls once again with strength and warmth from the traditional virtue.



Filial Piety
Mulan Joined the Army/ 06
Tingjian Washed the Chamber Pot/ 08

Missing Family Members as Seeing the Clouds/ 10

Brotherhood
United They Are, the Brothers Can Break a Metal Stick/ 12
Duke Wen Loved His Brother/ 14

Kong Rong Offered Bigger Pears to Others/ 16

Faith
Serving the Country with Unreserved Loyalty /18
Su Wu the Shepherd /20

The Orphan of the Zhao family /22

Honesty
Wei Zheng Criticized the Emperor Frankly / 24
Prince Jizha Hung His Sword /26

A Promise is worth a Thousand Tael of Gold /28
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Propriety
Standing in Snow at the Cheng’s Door /30
Paying Three Visits to the Thatched Cottage /32

A 7-Year-Old Teacher /34

Righteousness
Wen Tianxiang’s Belt/ 36
Guan Yu Holding the Candle /38

Jing Ke Tried to Assassinate the King of Qin /40

Integrity
Breeze inside the Sleeves /42
Impartial and Incorruptible / 44

Hai Rui Dismissed from Office / 46

A Sense of Shame
Bearing the Rods to Make the Apology /48
Sleep on Firewood and Taste the Gall Bladder /50

Not Taking Food from Zhou Dynasty /52
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Mulan Joined the Army

Hua Mulan was a girl from Dongwei village of Bo city during Sui Dynasty. At that time the Turks invaded
border areas, the imperial court ordered to recruit soldiers. Mulan’s father was in the list of conscription,
but he was too old and ill to join the army. Mulan disguised as a man to go to the war instcad of her father.
She had fought in 18 battles for 12 years.Only after the war ended when people recognized Mulan the
brave warrior was a woman. Emperor Gong appreciated her and offered a minister’s position. But Mulan
refused the position and left the army to return to her hometown. There was a garrison & frontier style
poem named The Ballad of Mulan, telling about the story of Mulan joining the army instead of her father,
which has been passed down to nowadays. The story of Mulan becomes a good example of traditional

Chinese virtue.
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Tingjian Washed the Chamber Pot

Huang Tingjian, one of four famous calligraphers in Song Dynasty, had passed the highest imperial
examination when he was only 23 years old. He served as chief historiographer to the emperor. Though he
was busy with his work, Tingjian still showed strong filial piety and great care to his mother. Since his
mother had fallen ill for many years, Tingjian always sat by his mother’s side, serving herb medicine to
her. Because his mother loved to be clean and tidy, Tingjian washed her chamber pot everyday to make his
mother feel at case. Even Su Dongpo the great litterateur was moved by his attachment to filial duty,
showing heartfelt admiration to his moral quality. Both the story of Huang Tingjian washing the chamber

potand his calligraphic achievement had won apotheosis through the later ages.
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Missing Family Members as Seeing the Clouds

Di Renjic in Tang Dynasty was very poor when he was a child. But he was diligent and fond of learning,
finally became the Prime Minister. He was an honest and incorrupt official who applied a policy of
benevolence, gaining respect form both the court and the common people. Once one of his colleagues was
summoned to serve as envoy to the frontier, coincidently his mother fell ill badly. When Di Renjie knew
his distress, he applied to the Emperor to send another person instead of him. The other day, Di Renjie
went out for an inspection via Taihang Mountains. When he climbed to the top of the mountain and
looked down through the clouds, he said to his attendants,'My family just live below these clouds’, and
could not restrain from his tears for missing his family members. His filial piety was praised by later
generations with a poem: ‘Missing family members day and night, grieved in his heart. Tears dropped as
missing his mother at the mountain top. Showing filial picty even as a Prime Minister, worthy of being an

official to serve the emperor as well as the common people.’
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United They Are, the Brothers Can Break a Metal Stick

Genghis khan, the first Emperor of Yuan Dynasty, had 4 brothers, they often quarreled for trivial things.
Which made their mother worry about. One day, she called 5 sons in front of her, took out 5 pieces of
arrows and asked them to break them one by one. One piece of arrow was easily broken by the sons. Then
the mother took out another 5 pieces of arrows, tied them into a bundle, and asked her sons to break the
arrows again. This time they could not break the arrows even with all their strength. In the end, their
mother told them meaningfully, ‘United they are, the brothers can break a metal stick. "The sons then
deeply understood their mother’s thought. Ever since then, they united as one person, fought hand in

hand bravely and finally founded the vast territories for Yuan Dynasty.
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Duke Wen Loved His Brother

Sima Guang was a wise Prime Minister and famous scholar in Northern Song Dynasty. He was also known
as Duke wen. The Story about Sima Guang breaking the vat was very popular and familiar to us. He had
compiled the book History as a Mirror with all his life’s painstaking labor, which recorded examples of
success and failure, of the good and evil from China’s history, leaving behind valuable political reference
for later generations. He gained high prestige and respect also for his love to his brother. Sima Guang had
an clder brother whom he cared very much. He always asked his brother whether he was satisfied with the
meal at every dinner. Sima Guang might touch his brother’s back gently and inquire his health especially
when it became cold as seasons shifted. Away from official position, he would cultivate himself; while
being an official, he would try his best for the welfare of the people nationwide. His virtue gained long-

lasting love and respect from later generations.



