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Preface

An important part in international community, China needs to know more about
the world, and vice versa. China always holds high the banner of peace, development
cooperation and mutual benefit, and strives to fulfill the ideal of “People First”
and “Diplomacy for the People”. Chinese diplomacy has achieved great success in
upholding China’s sovereignty, security and development interests; safeguarding the
legitimate rights and interests of Chinese citizens; enhancing mutual understanding and
friendly cooperation between Chinese and people all over the world and promoting the
peace and development of the world.

Stamps serve as the name card of a country, traveling around the world with
letters and mails. Since 1999, the Philatelic Association of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and China National Philatelic Corporation have joined hands in issuing several
series of special commemorative covers, which are not only envoys for promoting the
mutual understanding and friendship between peoples of China and the world, but also
the witness to the accomplishments that the People’s Republic of China has made in
diplomacy.

Basically, the special diplomatic commemorative covers (hereinafter referred to as
“DCCs”) are issued on the anniversary, every five or ten years since the establishment
of diplomatic relations between China and a specific foreign country. Either Chinese
stamps or both Chinese and foreign stamps are seen on the front, with commemorative
cancelations; while the introductions in both Chinese and the relevant language appear
on the back. The first round of DCCs, later regarded as Series A which is not marked on
the commemorative covers, adopts the patterns of national flags of both countries as the
main design. National emblems of both countries can be seen as the main design on the
second round of DCCs starting from 2004, among which the ones from 2006 to 2009
are marked as Series C. The third round of DCCs since 2009 chooses flying national
flags and other representative elements in folk customs and cultures of both countries as
the main design.

Special commemorative covers, issued to honor the state visits to China by
leaders of foreign countries or international organizations, or to mark important
diplomatic events, count also as DCCs. With no serial numbers of their won, they have
been regarded, together with those issued in 2004 and 2005 with the design of national
emblems, as Series B.

Since 2010, the DCCs have been issued according to the respective years.
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This collection aims to help understand the big picture of the issuing of DCCs
and make it convenient to collect and research. Included in the collection are the
DCCs issued since 1999 with joint efforts of the Philatelic Association of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and China National Philatelic Corporation, complied according
to either series numbers or years. (Among all, some 100 pieces of DCCs specially
produced without frames for postal codes for international mails are not included
in the catalogue.) Additionally, the DCCs (without serial numbers) specially issued
to commemorate the diplomatic events held in embassies and consulates of China
stationed abroad are included by time order in the catalogue.

A groundbreaking task continuing for more than a decade, the issuing of DCCs
has been unprecedented, not only in the history of world diplomacy, but also the
history of Chinese philately. Names, national flags, national emblems and dates of the
establishment of diplomatic relations of China and other countries are recorded on
the DCCs; while the introductions in various languages, as well as the stamps with
respective features and distinguished commemorative cancelations, have made the
DCCs outstanding carriers in terms of politics, art, and knowledge. Collected always
with enthusiasm, they have become precious spiritual wealth.

Since the first diplomatic commemorative cover, the launching ceremony has
become a routine on occasions of celebrations for the establishment of diplomatic
relations between China and foreign countries. Some foreign postal administrations
would also issue stamps, commemorative covers or other philatelic items for the
occasions.

The development of DCCs owes its success to the support from China National
Philatelic Corporation, departments of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, embassies and
consulates of China stationed abroad, and embassies of foreign countries in China. This
book is therefore also dedicated to those who have made contributions to the DCCs in
the past fifteen years, and those who have helped publish the book. Thank you!

In consideration of the long time span of these DCCs, omissions or
inappropriateness might have survived, in spite of repeated careful compiling and
editing. It is with great respect to receive your corrections.

Ma Xiaoling
September 2013
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Instruction

1. The catalogue contains basic information of special diplomatic commemorative
covers (hereinafter referred to as DCCs) issued from January 1999 to December 2013
by the Philatelic Association of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and China National
Philatelic Corporation (CNPC). There are totally 349 pieces of DCCs in 342 sets: 282
pieces in 281 sets with serial numbers, issued by CNPC to the public; 67 pieces in 61
sets without serial numbers, produced in celebration of the commemorative events of
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and overseas embassies and consulates.

2. The DCCs included are numbered according to their serial numbers: No.l to
No.179 (a total of 180 pieces of Series A and Series B) and No.1 to No.29 of Series C
issued from 1999 to 2009; 73 pieces numbered by time order and issued from 2010 to
2013.

Also included are a total of 67 pieces in 61 sets numbered by time order, produced
by Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and overseas embassies and consulates from
2004 to 2013 in celebration of commemorative events, prefixed with WH. Among
those, 60 pieces in 54 sets were produced by CNPC, and 7 sets by overseas embassies
of China and the Philatelic Association of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

3. This catalogue serves as a faithful record of the DCCs, covering information of
serial numbers, Chinese and English titles, dates of issue, colored designs on the front,
stamps, sizes of covers, designers and circulation.

Generally, each set of DCCs contains one piece of commemorative cover only,
which is not specially mentioned in the catalogue; information will be given along with
the description of the stamps for the few sets that contain more than one piece. Those
with the same designs but different stamps are seen as the same kind.

Some of the DCCs produced for commemorative events of overseas embassies of
China and foreign embassies in China with only Chinese stamps are sometimes issued
with attached stamps and cancelations of relevant countries. Colored illustrations of
such kind of DCCs without specific serial numbers can be found after the technical
information.

Exceptional cases during the process of the production of DCCs are noted after
the technical information.

4. Appendix serves as the index to the countries included in the DCCs. People can
search by the Chinese pinyin and English names of the countries, convenient for both
Chinese and foreign readers. The index also lists the establishment date of diplomatic
relationship and the series number of DCCs accordingly for the convenience of
locating.
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