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A panoramic view of the Palace Museum
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Beijing, capital of the People’s Republic of China, is the center of the
political and cultural life of the country.

An old city full of vigor, it Is where different cultures
integrate. A well-known tourist destination, it enjoys an important
position in the history of human civilization.

Walking in centuries-old royal palaces and gardens, or
strolling on the ancient roads and lanes between gray walls
and black tiles, or standing in the forest of modern high-rises
and skyscrapers, one cannot help wondering how an ancient
cultural tradition can be so well maintained in a city imbued
with modern breath. This Is where the charm of the city lies.

Beijing is an old city. Its history dates back to 500,000 years
ago when Peking Man came on stage., Peking Man was one of
the earlier human ancestors. They had language, were able to
walk fully erect, and knew how to use flre.

Beijing’'s history as a city lasts over 3,000 years, For more than
800 years, Beijing has served as a capital. It became China’s
political, economic and cultural center for the first time in history
in 1272 when Kublal Khan, the second empetor of the Yuan
Dynasty (1206-1368), chose Beljing as his capltal. A beautiful
and regular city crisscrossed wifth streets and rivers and dofted
with lakes. palaces and gardens was gradually formed in the
following two decades. Called Dadu (Grand Capital) then,
It was described by Marco Polo as the most prosperous and
glorious city in the world of the time.

During its expansion from a small fown 3,000 years ago to the capital
of a big country with 1.3 billion people, a great and profound culture was
formed. Influences from cultures of different ethnicities, feudal dynasties,
and sometimes East-West confiicts, can be found in the culture, a unique

culture that features a long history, strong local characteristics and fresh

air of the new century. This is where Beljing’'s enduring charm lies,

Beijing is a beautiful city, The expansion and construction since the
Yuan Dynasty has continued for centuries, and left behind numerous
places of historical interest and cultural relics. Beijing excels other Chinese
cities to have the most world heritage sites: Great Wall, a man-made
wonder; Palace Museum, the largest imperial cormplex still exists today:
Summer Palace and Belhai Park, the picturesque royal gardens; Temple
of Heaven, the world’s largest complex for worship heaven; Ming Tombs,
the large-size royal burial ground; and Ape Man Cave in Zhoukoudian, a
site of primitive residents. It has more to show: Yunju Temple at Fangshan,
where thousand-year-old stone carvings of Buddhist sutra can be found.
Fragrant Hills, Tanzhe and Jietal temples to name a few.

Beljing Is also a madern city. As the national capital of China, Beijing
sees its urban scale expanding and its population and economic strength
rising. Since the 1980's, the city has opened Its door to talents and
Investment from all over the world, and now leads the country in both
aspects. It has bullt a well-developed information netwark to become the
most modern city in China. The 2008 Olympic Games is bound to promote
Beijing’s urban and cultural construction and accelerate its pace toward
aninternational metropolis.

No one will leave Beijing without being impressed by its magnificence
and unique charm, while the locals feel grateful for the rich and dense

cultural environment,
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