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An Outline of Handicraft Arts

around Beijing

Lacquerware

1. Fragmented lacquerware with a
mother-of-pearl inlaid design of
the moon palace

2. Red lacquered plate with carved
designs of flowers

3. Red lacquered box with the
carved design of peony

4. Red lacquered box with the
carved design of the mythical beast
gilin

5. Inscription on the lacquered box
shown in Photo 4

6. Box shown in Photo 4: Opened

7. Red lacquered bowls with the
carved design of human figures
8. Inscription on the lacquered
bowl shown in Photo 7

9. Detail of the lacquered bowl
shown in Photo 7

10. Oblong lacquered box with
red-and-black carved designs of
clouds

11. Square red lacquered box with
a carved design of peony

12. Other view

13. Octagonal red lacquered box
with the carved design of the phi-
losopher Lao Zi riding on an ox

14. Red round lacquered box with
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carved designs of human figures
15. Square lacquered box with
carved designs of dragons

16. Covered lacquered box with
the carved design of a dragon in
clouds

17. Double circle formed box
lacquered, with the carved design
of a scholar’s visit to his friend
18. Red lacquered box with the
carved design of an immortal on a
raft

19. Covered lacquered box with
the carved design of humans fly-
ing a crane

20. Other view

21. Inscription on the lacquered
box shown in Photo 19

22. Red lacquered box with the
carved design of a man sitting by
a stream

23. Red lacquered box with carved
designs of flowers

24, Other view

25. Red lacquered bowl with a
poem inscribed by Emperor
Qianlong

26. Handle-less lacquered am-
phora with carved designs of char-
acters from the romance the Dream
of Red Mansions

27. Lacquered table with cracked
designs

28, Inscription on the table shown
in Photo 27

29. Lacquered box with golden
designs

30. Other view
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31. Inscription on the lacquered
box shown in Photo 29

32. Colourful lacquered plate with
designs traced in gold and the char-
acters “the sun of Buddha always
shines™

33. Red lacquered bodiless plate
in the shape of a chrysanthemum-
flower

34. Oblong lacquered box with in-
laid patterns

35. Lacquered square box with in-
laid patterns (produced by Lu
Kuisheng)

36. Detail of the lacquered square
box shown in Photo 35(1)

37. Detail of the lacquered square
box shown in Photo 35(2)

38. Detail of the lacquered square
box shown in Photo 35(3)

39. Lacquered box with the incised
design of a lady (produced by Lu
Kuisheng)

40. Detail of the lacquered box
shown in Photo 39(1)

41. Detail of the lacquered box
shown in Photo 39(2)

42, Inscription on the lacquered
box shown in Photo 39

43, Red lacquered plate with de-
signs of balls traced in gold

44 Inscription on the lacquered
plate shown in Photo 43

45. Lacquered ruyi (S-shaped
ruler) decorated with golden pow-
der

46. Lacquered ivory hanging
screen with jade inlay

47. Hanging screen with designs
of pine cones

48. Detail of the hanging screen
shown in Photo 47(1)

49. Detail of the hanging screen
shown in Photo 47(2)

50. Hanging screen with designs
of arhats in base relief. traced in

gold and with an inscription
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51. Reverse of the hanging screen

shown in Photo 50

Carving on Bamboo, Wood,

Ivory and Horn

2. Bone ruler

n

53. Round ivory plate with carved
designs of a dragon and clouds
54. Reverse of the ivory plate
shown in Photo 53

55. Oblong ivory box fretted with
design of dragons and clouds

56. Treasure boat carved from hard
wood with jade inlay

57. Cup carved from a rhinoceros
horn with the design of dragons
58. Immortals on a raft, sculpture
from a rhinoceros horn

59. Cup from a rhinoceros horn
with a carved landscape on it

60. Cup from a rhinoceros horn
with a carved landscape on it

61. Wine vessel from a rhinoceros
horn with a carved landscape and
human figures on it

62. Detail of the rhinoceros horn
shown in Photo 61(1)

63. Detail of the rhinoceros horn
shown in Photo 61(2)

64. Drinking vessel carved from a
rhinoceros horn with the designs
of steeds

63. Other view

66. Drinking vessel from a rhinoc-
eros horn with a carved scene of a
man carrying a stringed instrument
on his way to visit to a friend

67. Other view

68. Bowl carved from a thinoceros
horn with the design of the Bud-
dha Amitabha

69. Inscription on the rhinoceros

horn shown in Photo 68
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70. Drinking vessel carved from a
rhinoceros horn with the designs
of mountains and humans

71. Other view

72. Drinking vessel carved from a

rhinoceros horn with the design of

plum blossoms

73. Drinking vessel carved from a
thinoceros horn in the shape of a
raft with immortals on it

74. Drinking vessel carved from a
rhinoceros horn with carved
flowers. early Qing Dynasty

75. Cup carved from a bamboo
root with fretted designs of mag-
nolia

76. Immortal Liu Hai sporting a
golden toad, sculptured from a
bamboo root

77. Bamboo box with the carved
design of squirrels

78. Bamboo box shown in Photo
77: Opened

79. Ruyi carved from a bamboo
root in the shape of a lotus leaf with
its stem

80. Cup carved from a bamboo
root with the design of a pine in
relief

81. Bowl for washing brushes,
carved from a bamboo root, with
design of plum blossoms and a
colophon “Zi Xuan™

82. Wine vessel with straps, carved
from a bamboo root

83. Immortals on a raft. sculptured
from a bamboo root

84. Immortals in a boat, sculptured
from a bamboo root

83. Detail of the boat shown in
Photo 84(1)

86. Detail of the boat shown in
Photo 84(2)

87. Detail of the boat shown in
Photo 84(3)

88. Detail of the boat shown in

89.

90.

91.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102,

103.

106.

107.

108.

109.

Rz )
7 R RAE 2 2 A

AR 2 A (RT)

AR Rl A 2 412 £

o ARl A

o AR R X

Rtz —

o AR e XA X 4 fs

(Umihz =)

- VIR ERS TR0

RS HE 7 3

WS TN &

M= T &

W 5 i A2 A
(=4£)
T 5 il 8y 23 5

W 5 e S I 505 i
(k)
W mEK &

AT ERLS
K&

R NERER (A
K75 & (rilb)
FRAMEZ o

P
S8

FEARMEZ B
2 (NH)
EENEESTE S
i
LM B S

120

120

121

122

123

123

124

125

126

127

128

130

131

133

134

135

136

138

138

139

Photo 84(4)

89. Dark-awninged boat carved
from a bamboo root

90. Detail of Photo 89

91. The monk with sack on his
back. sculptured from a bamboo
root

92. The immortal Liu Hai sport-
ing a golden toad, carved from a
bamboo root

93. Detail of Photo 92(1)

94, Detail of Photo 92(2)

95. Fingered citron carved from a
bamboo root

96. Cranes and deer, bamboo fret-
work

97. Hexagonal box with yellow
designs

98. Box with yellow designs and
the character of “xi” (happiness)
99. Boxes with yellow designs and
inlaid turquoise

100. Quadripod with yellow de-
signs of one-foot dragons

101. Detail of Photo 100

102. Oblong box with yellow
carved designs

103. Red sandalwood oblong box
with inlaid patterns of birds and
flowers

104. Detail of the box shown in
Photo 103

105. Scripture container carved
from red sandalwood with designs
of dragons and clouds

106. Other view

107. White jade ruyi with inlaid
variegated designs

108. Red sandalwood box with
carved designs of clouds and
chime bells

109. Red sandalwood square box
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with carved scene of a town
110. Other view

111. Nine old men sculptured from
agalloch eaglewood

112. Avalokitesvara. agalloch
eaglewood sculpture

113, Inscription on the sculpture in
Photo 112

114. Cup carved from agalloch
eaglewood with designs of clouds
115. Ruyi carved from agalloch
eaglewood with the design of the
eight immortals

116. Hairpin made of agalloch
eaglewood, with incised designs
117, Human figure, agalloch
eaglewood sculpture

[18. Inscription on the figure
shown in Photo 117

119. Detail of the figure shown in
Photo 117

120. Ruyi carved from agalloch
eaglewood with the design of drag-
ons and clouds

121. Inscription on the ruyi shown
in Photo 120

122, Cup carved from agalloch
eaglewood with a landscape on it
123. Ruyi carved from boxwood
124, Ruyi carved from boxwood
125. Ruyi carved from boxwood
126. The immortal Liu Hai sport-
ing a golden toad, boxwood sculp-
ture

127, Hanging screen of the wood
cassia siamea with a landscape on
it

128. Sandalwood screen with de-
signs of various treasures and cir-
cling patterns, with a stand

129. Reverse of the screen shown
in Photo 128

Enamelware and Cloisonné
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172
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130. Enamel tray with the wire in-
laid designs of dragons

132. Inscription on the tray shown
in Photo 130

132. Other view

133. Enamel bow! with the wire in-
laid designs of flowers

134. Enamel handled wine pot
with design of an animal face in
wire inlay

135. Enamel cylindrical wine pot
with wire inlay

136. Frontal view the pot shown
in Photo 135

137. Reverse of the pot shown in
Photo 135

138. Enamel hat stand with designs
of character “shou” (longevity) in
wire inlay

139, Enamel bowl for washing
brushes with wire inlay designs
140. Inscription on the bowl shown
in Photo 139

141. Wire-inlaid enamel stool with
designs of winding vine and flow-
ers

142. Bridge and Orchid Pavillion,
enamelware sculpture

144, Enamel bow! with the wire in-
laid designs

144 Inscription on the bowl shown
in Photo 143

145. Enamel incense burner with
the wire inlaid design of flowers
146. Ename] vase with the wire in-
laid design of flowers

147. Inscription on the vase shown
in Photo 146

148. Enamel bow! with painted de-
signs of peony

149. Enamel goblin with painted
lotus flowers

150. Enamel pear-shaped teapot
with painted patterns

152, Inscription on the teapot
shown in Photo 150
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152. Inscription on the Teapot 7 § 178

shown in Photo 150

153. Enamel amphora.with Euro-
pean landscape paimtegtamong de-
sign of flowers

154. Enamel incense burner with
designs of flowers

155. Enamel cylindrical wine pot
with painted designs of dragons
and clouds

156. Inscription on the pot whown
in Photo 155

157. Enamel bowl with painted
designs of flowers

158. Enamel bowls with painted
patterns

159. Enamel ashtray with a painted
landscape on it

160. Other view

162. Enamel hand warmer with

painted designs
Glass Articles

162. Glass bowl with papillae
163. Detail of the glass bowl
shown in Photo 162

164. Plain glass plate with a frilled
rim

165. White glass bowl in the shape
of a chrysanthemum flower

166. Octagonal vase in red glass
167. Inscription on the vase shown
in Photo 168

168. Red glass bowl

169. Colourful glass vase with de-
signs of flowers in frames

170. Blue glass bowl

I71. Brown glass bowl

172. Brown glass bowl

I'73. Purple glass cups

174. Yellow glass vase

175. Octagonal yellow glass vase
176. Red glass plate

177. Inscription on the glass plate

shown in Photo 176
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178. Yellowish brown glass bowl
with designs traced in gold, with a
lid

179. Yellow glass vase in the form
of a quadratic cylinder

180. Inscription on the glass vase
shown in Photo 179

181. Azure glass polygonal vases

182. Inscription on one of the vases
shown in Photo 181

183. White jade snuff bottle with
wicker patterns on it

184. Glass snuff bottle in the shape
of a Chinese cabbagé

185. Enamel snuff bottle with
painted human figures

186. Enamel snuff bottle with wire
inlaid designs of flowers

[87. Snuff bottle from agate with
ridges on its body

188. Glass snuff bottle with five-
coloured designs

189. Other view

190. Enamel snuff bottle, with a
glass body, with painted designs
of flowers

191. Glass snuff bottle with inte-
rior painted with magpies over a
plum tree (with inscription of Yan
Yutian)

192. Brown glass snuff bottle
193. Enamel snuff bottle, with a
glass body, with a painted design
of European landscape(front)
194, Reverse of the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 193

195. Snuff bottle with designs of
flowers on a white ground and an
inscribed poem

196. Reverse of the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 195

197. Snuff bottle with painted de-
signs of human figures on a white
ground

198. Other view
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199. Snuff bottle with painted de-
signs of European figures on a
white ground

200. Lacquered snuff bottle with
the carved design of a tranquil
scene

201. Snuff bottle with patterns of
a wicker basket-like surface on a
white ground

202. Yellow glass snuff bottle with
designs of flowers in six colours
203. Other view

204. White glass snuff bottle with
designs of flowers in four colours
205. Other view

206. Snuff bottle made from a
pressed squash, with a pressed leg-
end

207. Enamel snuff bottle, with a
glass body, with a painted design
of birds and flowers

208. Reverse of the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 207

209. Brown and green glass snuff
bottle with the design of grasshop-
pers in various colours

210. Reverse of the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 209

211. Grey nephrite snuff bottle
with the design of hornless drag-
ons

212. Other view

213. Crude jade snuff bottle in the
shape of a duck

214, Inscription on the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 213

215. Grey nephrite snuff bottle
with a hundred of incised charac-
ter “shou” (longevity) on it

216, Grey nephrite snuft bottle
with the design of two hornless
dragons

217. Other view
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218. White and red glass snuff
bottle with the design of fish

219. Other view

220. White jade snuff bottle with
the design of small dragons

222, Snuff bottle with red circular
characters “shou” (longevity)
222. White glass snuff bottle with
design of hornless dragons in three
colours

223, Other view

224, Snuff bottle with designs of
flowers on a white ground and an
inscribed poem

225. Other view

226, Inscription on the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 224

227. Hawthorn-coloured glass
snuff bottle

228. Snuff bottle with a picture of
a foreign envoy paying tribute, on
a white ground

229. Other view

230. Inscription on the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 228

231. White jade snuff bottle in the
shape of a calabash

232. Glass snuff bottle studded
with golden stars

233, Crystal glass snuff bottle with
its interior painted and inscribed
234. Other view

235. Snuff bottle with the design
of peaches on a white ground
236. Other view

237, Inscription on the snuff bottle
shown in Photo 235
238. Yellow glass snuff bottle with

patterns of waves
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Other Artefacts

239. Crystal pagoda with a silver
stand

240. Agate weigi pieces

241. Gold buttons with inlaid ruby
and sapphire

242. Amber Buddha Maitreya
243. Purple crystal rabbit

244, Inscription on the rabbit
shown in Photo 243

245. Amber crouching beast

246. Agate piece with peanut de-
signs on it

247. Green jade holder of feathers
with gold inlay

248. Green jade pendant in the
shape of lotus leaves

249. Green jade pendant in the
shape of two badgers

250. Green jade finger ring

251. Agate vase with designs of
plum blossoms and glossy
ganoderma

252. Red coral ruyi (S-shaped
ruler)

253. Red coral vase in the shape
of a Chinese cabbage

254. Coral ruler with designs of
bats and the character “shou”
(longevity)

255. Bracelets from hawksbill
turtle bone with inlay of gems
256. Malachite amphora with
beast-shaped handles and rings
257. Crystal amphora on a phoe-
nix-shaped base

258, Arhat with a scroll of scrip-
ture in hand, sculptured from
agalmatolite

259. Arhat with a whisker in hand,
sculptured from agalmatolite
260. Avalokitesvara sculptured
from agalmatolite

261. Arhat with peaches in hand,
sculptured from agalmatolite

262. Dragon-subduing arhat,
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sculptured from agalmatolite
263. Boccaro teapot with a handle,
inscribed by Chen Mansheng
264. Boccaro teapot in the shape
of afingered citron with an inscrip-
tion of Chen Mingyuan

265. Boccaro marrow-shaped tea-
pot with the colophon of Chen
Mingyuan

266. Boccaro teapot with the colo-
phon of Peng Nian

267. Boccaro bow! with sculpted
nuts

268. Other view

269. Horn blower, clay sculpture
270. Bow! of moulded squash with
circular patterns of dragons

271. Inscription on the bowl shown
in Photo 270

272. Bow! of moulded squash with
circular patterns of vine

273. Horn decorated with gilding
and inlay of turquoise

274. Copper plated gold helmet
275. Detail of the helmet shown in
Photo 274
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FOREWORD TO
THE GEMS OF
BEIJING
CULTURAL

RELICS SERIES

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of China. As a world-famous historical and cultural
city, Beijing created a unique culture and splendid civilization in its age-long historical course. The
abundant and valuable cultural relics of Beijing are witnesses to the truth that the people create
history,material carriers of Beijing's culture, and an extremely important component of the Chinese
nation’s cultural heritage. According to statistics, the cultural relics preserved in Beijing antiquarian
units and museums number more than 2,000,000, not to speak of uncountable ones buried under-
ground and scattered among the people, of which many have been discovered in recent years. They
are invaluable for understanding Beijing and propagating its and even the whole Chinese nation’s
culture. For a long time, appropriate work has been done for the preservation of available treasures,
but it has been difficult to show them to the public except for a small part exhibited in museums. It
is really a great pity for all the people who love Beijing and its culture to be unable to see these
precious works with their own eyes.

To show publicly the collections of Beijing cultural relics in multiple forms is a duty of antiquar-
ians in their efforts to spread information about history and culture. As an effort to do this, the
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Cultural Relics and Beijing Publishing House are publishing jointly
the Gems of Beijing Cultural Relics Series. The Series includes thousands of masterpieces selected
from the collections of Beijing antiquarian units and museums and puts them in different categories
and volumes, making a comprehensive presentation of Beijing’s culture. This is also a significant
project in the cultural construction of Beijing.

The cultural relics of Beijing have always been celebrated worldwide for their profound cultural
connotations and plenty of excellent works. Of them, many handed-down and unearthed treasures
have been collected in the Series and classified into 17 volumes, i.e. Stone Carvings, Stone Inscriptions,
Pottery and Porcelain (2 volumes). Jades, Bronzes, Ancient Bells, Buddhist Statues (2 volumes),
Gold and Silver Wares, Calligraphy, Paintings, Rare Ancient Books, Textiles and Embroidery,
Furniture, and Works of Decorative Arts (2 volumes), with numerous objects possessing high  aes-
thetic as well as historical and academic value. It is the intention of the publishers of these volumi-
nous albums not only to present exquisite works of art for the readers’ appreciation and study, but
also to arouse in them a deep sense of responsibility for history, an intensive pride in Beijing and the
Chinese nation, and a tremendous enthusiasm for creation, so that we can all make greater efforts to
safeguard Beijing’s cultural heritage, to enhance its radiance, and to make the Beijing culture a still

more brilliant chapter in our motherland’s history in the new epoch.

Mei Ninghua

July. 1999



