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Multiple studies link music study to academic achievement. But what is it about serious music
training that seems to correlate with outsize success in other fields?

The connection isn't a coincidence. 1 know because I asked. I put the question to top-flight
professionals in industries from tech to finance to media, all of whom had serious (if often little-
known) past lives as musicians. Almost all made a connection between their music training and
their professional achievements,

The phenomenon extends beyond the math-music association. Strikingly, many high achievers
told me music opened up the pathways to creative thinking. And their experiences suggest that
music training sharpens other qualities: Collaboration. The ability to listen. A way of thinking
that weaves together disparate ideas. The power to focus on the present and the future simultane-
ously.

Will your school music program turn your kid into a Paul Allen, the billionaire co-founder of
Microsoft? Or a Woody Allen? Probably not. These are singular achievers. But the way these and
other visionaries 1 spoke to process music is intriguing. As is the way many of them apply music’s
lessons of focus and discipline into new ways of thinking and communicating—even problem sol-
ving.

For many of the high achievers I spoke with, music functions as a “hidden language,” as Mr.
Wolfensohn calls it, one that enhances the ability to connect disparate or even contradictory ideas.
When he ran the World Bank, Mr. Wolfensohn traveled to more than 100 countries, often taking
in local performances, which helped him understand “the culture of people, as distinct from their
balance sheet, ”

It's in that context that the much-discussed connection between math and music resonates

1 .
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most. Both are at heart modes of expression. Bruce Kovner, the founder of the hedge fund Caxton
Associates, says he sees similarities between his piano playing and investing strategy; as he says,
both “relate to pattern recognition, and some people extend these paradigms across different
senses, ”

For Roger McNamee, whose Elevation Partners is perhaps best known for its early invest-
ment in Facebook, “music and technology have converged,” he says. He became expert on Face-
book by using it to promote his band, Moonalice, and now is focusing on video by live-streaming
its concerts. He says musicians and top professionals share “the almost desperate need to dive
deep. ” This capacity to obsess seems to unite top performers in music and other fields.

“T've always believed the reason I've gotten ahead is by outworking other people,” he says.
It’s a skill learned by “playing that solo one more time, working on that one little section one more
time,” and it translates into “working on something over and over again, or double-checking or
triple-checking. ” He adds, “There’s nothing like music to teach you that eventually if you work
hard enough, it does get better. You see the results, ”

That’s an observation worth remembering at a time when music as a serious pursuit—and
music education—is in decline in this country.

1. Music training can enhance all of the following abilities except

[A] handling the present with a long-range vision
[B] thinking from other people’s perspectives
[C] listening to different opinions patiently
[D] perceiving connection between different ideas
2. It can be inferred that Paul Allen
[A] had serious pursuit of music
[B] graduated from a music school
[C] is a brother of Woody Allen
[D] extended his success from music to business
3. Bruce Kovner sees a parallel between music and
[A] hedge fund [B] culture
[C] different senses [D] mathematics
4. By saying “music and technology have converged”, Roger McNamee means
[A] musical techniques are directly used in managing businesses
[B] advanced technology makes music sound better than before
[C] Facebook has become a platform for promoting music albums
[D] technology has increased the channels by which music is promoted
5. The “observation” in the last paragraph refers to
[A] the assertion that music is the key to success
[B] the belief that results determine the value of music
[C] the idea that hard work keeps getting you ahead

[D] the proposal that one should pursue music seriously
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There are seven deadly sins, and sloth is only one of them. Yet many economists worry about
it the most, focusing their attention on the ways that high marginal taxes may lead workers to be-
come (or remain) slackers.

Conventional measures of marginal tax rates assume that taxpayers derive no utility whatsoever
from the taxes they pay, even if those taxes are paying for their health insurance and retirement
security. Conventional approaches to labor supply also tend to define labor very narrowly, in terms
of participation in paid employment. Broaden that definition to include participation in both the un-
derground economy and the family economy and you will see why taxes can increase some aspects
of labor supply even as they decrease others.

The so-called underground economy, consisting of cash transactions that go unrecorded and
escape capture by income or payroll taxes, has expanded in recent years, partly because of efforts
to evade those taxes. But the increase in under-the-table transactions during recessions in particu-
lar is driven by economic desperation, with individuals picking up short-term informal jobs or re-
sorting to illegal trafficking in drugs.

The end result is that official statistics significantly understate work being performed, espe-
cially during recessions. Does that imply that a labor market without the “distortions” of taxes or
regulation is best? If sloth is the only sin you're worried about, it might. If you're worried about
illegal activities that pose a threat to the well-being of the community as a whole, you will likely
reach a different conclusion.

At the other end of the moral spectrum, consider the unpaid work of caring for children and
family members, generally considered virtuous but economically unproductive. Even those who ac-
knowledge its significance when discussing the household economy often fail to mention its rele-
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vance to estimates of labor supply and the effects of marginal tax rates.

Yet time-use research clearly shows that a decline in women’s hours of market work is accom-
panied by an increase in time devoted to family care. National income accounting is moving toward
the development of satellite accounts that impute the value of nonmarket work; empirical estimates
show that it tends to buffer the effects of recession.

Defining labor supply as the number of hours offered to paid employment at a given wage
makes sense only in the short run. In the long run, laborers themselves need to be produced, fed,
clothed, cared for and educated. Families, not just schools, produce human capital. They work
hard to do so.

This rather obvious point has momentous consequences for estimates of the effect of high
marginal tax rates. The conventional model suggests that such tax rates penalize work and thus re-
duce economic growth, as though low-wage earners and investment bankers alike will just go to
the beach or lie on the couch watching television. The broader model suggests that such rates
might encourage high earners (who can afford to reduce their hours of paid employment) to devote
more time to family care and community involvement, with positive economic as well as social con-
sequences,

1. Many economists believe that high marginal tax rates

[A] lead to higher health and retirement benefits
[B] discourage laborers from working harder
[C] benefit high earners more than low earners
[D] encourage participation in paid employment
2. Underground economy often expands as a result of
[ A] money-earning motivation
[B] increased urge to evade taxes
[C] greater employment pressure
[D] unrecorded income or payroll taxes
3. The author implies that illegal activities can be reduced by
[ A] stopping distorting taxes or regulation
[B] regarding such activities as sinful ones
[C] channeling more time into community work
[D] paying for work of caring for family members
4, The word “it” in the last sentence of Paragraph 6 refers to
[A] national income accounting
[B] the development of satellite accounts
[C] a decline in women’s time of market work
[D] the value of nonmarket work

According to the author, family work
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[A] is closely related to the effects of marginal tax rates
[B] should not be measured by national income accounting
[C] should not be measured by the conventional model

[D] should be measured by community involvement



