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Preface

From 1997 to 2001 we held five consecutive ses-
sions of the Changchun International Sculpture Sympo-
sium. Last year we published a collection of works pro-
duced during the first three years of our Friendship -
Peace — Spring sculpture symposia which was extremely
well received by the public. Now another volume in the
series entitled Exchange — Creation — Development has
been completed. This is really worth celebrating!

Sculptures are the eyes of a city, the sign of a
city’s level of appreciation of culture, a contemporary
cultural symbol. They can be seen as the crystallisation
of artistic thought and human accomplishment. To imple-
ment guidelines for " developing material and spiritual
civilizations” issued by the Central Party Committee
(CPC) with regards to development that focuses its em-
phasis on the arts, the city of Changchun has held these
five sessions of International Sculpture Symposia with the
theme of "Friendship — Peace — Spring".

Changchun’s economic development has given impe-
tus to its cultural development and prosperity. Our ob-
jectives are extensive cultural exchange at an internation-
al level, fostering and advancing culture, promoting artis-
tic accomplishment and raising the quality of life for the
inhabitants of our city.

A city should have a great capacity — just like the
sea can hold the flow of a hundred of rivers. As the
development of economy and culture in our city shows,
the people of Changchun are not only wise and capable
but also broad-minded and far—sighted. Every step we
take is for the benefit of our citizens.

ance our country started opening up twenty years

ago, the Municipal CPC Committee and the Municipal

Mi Fengjun

Government have focused on improving both living qual-
ity and cultural standards. In order to promote the city’s
development, the Government has endeavored to attract
advanced science and technology, facilities, talents and
investments from home or abroad by every possible
means. As a result, the GDP has increased from 2.6
billion yuan in 1978 to 100.3 billion yuan in 2001
while our social achievements and urban landscape e-
volve on a daily basis. _

All of this truly illustrates the wide capacity of the
people of Changchun to absorb the accomplishments de-
rived from domestic and international expansion in terms
of material and wealth, and the changes these bring
about.

Since 1997,  Changchun’s International Sculpture
Symposia have been a good example of changing atti-
tudes, demonstrating that the people of Changchun have
the ability and capacity to slage advanced cultural
events showcasing both domestic and foreign talents.
Five Changchun International Sculpture Symposia have
been held with great success and have had a profound
influence, each on a progressively larger scale and with
increasingly improved effects.

It is noteworthy in the history of sculpture world-
wide that in such a short time Changchun has been the
recipient of more than 3000 sculpture proposals pro-
duced -by hundreds of sculptors, from countries spanning
all five continents, and has hosted over 200 famous for-
eign and domestic sculptors creating between them near-
ly 300 excellent works.

It is also rare to see such a great number of par-

ticipating countries and sculptors, wide range of working



styles and schools, high level of artistic quality and cul-
tural taste, abundance of different materials, linking up
east and west, merging ancient and contemporary ap-
proaches. Thanks to our sincere attitude and great ef-
forts, we have garnered profound interest from the lead-
ers of our National Culture Ministry, Construction Min-
istry,  National Guiding Committee for Urban Sculpture
Construction and the Provincial Government. We have
also been the beneficiaries of genuine help from all of
the sculptors involved, enjoyed close coordination a-
mongst the organizers and fantastic popular support from
all of our citizens.

We have reaped a great harvest, since we now pos-
sess a tremendous wealth of valuable sculpture. This will
play a positive role in constructing both material and
spiritual civilizations in Changchun, increasing the cul-
tural dimension of our city, cultivating the feelings and
working spirit of our citizens and inspiring them to
strive; furthermore, we should all be aware that record-
ing reality, engraving history and inspiring our future
generations are by no means negligible factors.

Staging Changchun International Sculpture Symposia

was an innovation with hard —won results. We should

now focus on stepping up the pace to finish the con-
struction of our World Sculpture Park to preserve these
art gems properly and maximize their value. Inside the
park, a ten thousand square—meter Art Gallery will make
an excellent showcase of high standard and fine quality.
Our sculptures contain the hard work, deep feelings and
artistic talents of all the sculptors and reflect the strong
desires of people from all over the world — all of whom
cherish friendship, love peace, and long for spring.

Sculpture construction in  Changchun should be
firmly and permanently developed. It may cost several
generations great efforts and scores or even hundreds of
years to develop, yet keeping pace with economic and
social expansion, it will shine with splendor and become
the greatest pride of our country!

Compilations of Changchun’s Sculpture Works into
volumes should be published to hand down to future
generations the profound meanings of these sculptures,
each cemented with deep —felt emotions and exquisite
techniques, recordings of history and truth that inspire
initiative in our people, fostering love and enthusiasm for
constructing Changchun, thus building our hometown into

an increasingly beautiful and magnificent city!
gly g y

(The author is a standing member of Jilin Provincial Committee of CPC, as well as Chairman of the Standing Committee of

Changchun Municipal People’s Congress)
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Inscription

On September 9th in the golden Autumn of the
new Millennium, the unveiling ceremony for the 2001
China Changchun International Sculpture Symposium was
held in Shengli Park. With the approval of the Ministry
of Culture of the People’s Republic of China, and sup-
port from Jilin Provincial People’s Government, since the
summer of 1997 Changchun’s Municipal Government to-
gether with China’s National Guiding Committee for Ur-
ban Sculpture has hosted five successful sessions of
Symposia for five consecutive years to promote interna-
tional cultural exchange and expand our urban image
under the banner theme of ” Friendship, Peace and
Spring”.

In the course of these 5 years, over 600 sculptors
from 100 countries throughout the world submitted close
to 3000 sculpture proposals for exhibition and selection.
Finally 239 sculptors from 83 countries including China
and its regions such as Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan,
came to Changchun to participate. Together, these 5 ses-
sions lasted almost 300 days, leaving Changchun with
almost 300 sculblure works with strong national, regional
and ethnic features, endowing this city with rich, colorful
and timeless cultural gems.

A retrospective glance at these sculpture symposia
unfolds beautiful rainbows, sparkling stars, prodigies, fa-
mous sculptors, a cluster of masterpieces, unprecedented

prosperity, a variety of art schools and colorful artistic

styles combining the ancient with the modern and the
orient with the occident. From ideas of spring to autumn
fruition, we get a taste of worldwide trends in these col-
orful, flowery and grand global sculptures. These sculp-
tures bear witness to artistic ingenuity, talent, painstak-
ing theories, sublime pictures filled with passion, insights
of artists, the thoroughness and diligence of organizers,
the generosity of sponsors, the foresight of policymakers
and the sincere concern and care of leaders at higher
levels.

As a Chinese saying goes: "Bronze and white stone
contain molten emotions; sweat and a red heart foster
spectacular flowers”.

The evergreen friendship and plentiful fruit is
recorded in the stones, engravings and carvings as well
as in the written words of the artists. They ushered in
the most splendid and beautiful spring into Changchun
at the turn of the new Millennium. They established
rainbow bridges for cultural exchanges and friendly com-
munications between Changchun and the world, as well
as other parts of China. They’ve updated Changchun’s
cultural tastes and they are of great significance in re-

flecting reality, recording history and enlightening posteri-

Ly.

Changchun Municipal People’s Government
September 9, 2001
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