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Preface

Guangzhou was at the leading edge of breaking up the constrains of “Left-wing Ideology” at the early stage of reform
and opening-up policy in the 1980’s. Mr. Guo Mingzhuo has devoted himself with great passion into architecture design
and come up with a good number of excellent works. The architecture education in modernistic style has enabled Mr.
Guo to put much attention in functionality, environment, practicability, new technology and new materials, resulting in
breakthrough in “beauty of formalism”, as well as novel and modern architecture style. Meanwhile Mr. Guo has created
some of the masterpieces of contemporary hotel design thereafter, for example, Overseas Chinese Hotel (1979),
Changping Gymnasium (1986) as the first gymnasium constructed by rural community, Tianhe Sports Center (1989)
as the first one-off construction in China, Veteran Activity Center of Guangzhou, Dongguan Municipal Government
Office Building, and Teaching Building of the Party School of Guangzhou Province Committee. The excellent design
has gained him numerous awards, including National Excellent Design Silver Medal, National Award for Science and
Technology Progress Second Prize, Architectural Society of China Creative Awards, IAKS Award First Prize of Silver
Medal, and the 1st Dingying Technology Award of Guangdong.
Mr. Guo has seized the unprecedented opportunity in the economic and city development of Guangzhou, and
pioneered in the design and exploration of large-scale urban complex building. He has designed Teem Plaza — the
first huge urban complex in 1991, followed by the Grandview plaza of an even larger area co-worked with the Jerde
Partnership (USA), which has won extensive acknowledgement and credits. During this period, Mr. Guo’s outstanding
designs include Guangzhou Book Center, Heyin Plaza, Technology Exchange Center of South China Agricultural
University, Changping Culture Center, Huadiwan Center and Guangzhou Gymnasium collaborated with French
architect Paul Andrew. Furthermore, Guangzhou Gymnasium and Guangzhou Book Center has obtained National
Excellent Design Silver Award and Bronze Award respectively.
Mr. Guo’s work is concerning more on educational and cultural buildings in the 21st Century, therefore a series
of architectures perfectly combining natural and humanistic environment are created: Sun Yat-sen University in
Guangzhou Higher Education Mega Center has wonderful environment full of traditional and lingering charm;
Shaoshan Mao Zedong's Legacy Museum integrates the architecture into natural environment with traditional elements
in a contemporary way; being the tender winner, Guangzhou Nanyue Kingdom Palace Museum designed in 2008 finds
the pivot point of historical and modern city texture in the downtown location to clarify the relationship between the
Museum and the City, creating precious greening space of historical value in the density of urban environment.
The nature of architecture, rational creativity, and promotion of Lingnan Architecture Culture has always been the
soul of Mr. Guo’s design. In the past decades, Mr. Guo always advocates that a good architecture should provide
spaces for people’s living, production and social activities, and an excellent architect should suffice all these functional
requirements and create space combinations for such purpose, and that is the foundation of architecture design. He
believes in the everlasting truth of “functionality should be followed by form”. Mr. Guo also opposes to the behavior that
the architecture is designed as a sculpture, merely to pursue visual impact and challenge structure limits, as well as
that the design style of foreign architects is copied and purposefully imitated. Being an architect, one should keep his
conscious mind and individual belief amongst the disturbing imagination in the current architecture world. As a result,
Mr. Guo has expressed his point of view in his articles such as Return to the Mainstream with Simplified Architecture
and The Rational Mind of Architecture Creation etc.
This monograph not only enables the readers to take a peek at the excellent design of an architecture master, but also
the way of thinking, philosophy and social responsibility of a successful architect.

He Jingtang

Feb.2011
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Guo Mingzhuo, male, native of Guangzhou City, Guangdong
Province. Born in Shanghai in May, 1943, nonparty personage.
Graduated from architecture major of Shanghai Tongji University
in 1966.National Privileged First Grade Registered Architect,
Professor-level Senior Architect, National Engineering Design
Master, the former Vice-president of Guangzhou Design
Institute, and serves as the consultant chief architect in
Guangzhou Design Institute currently, the core leader of Guo
Mingzhuo Architectural Studio.

Guo Mingzhuo won National Technology Progress Second Prize
(personal certificate), Guangdong Provincial the 1st Dingying
Science and Technology Prize in 1989, and was chosen to be
enjoyed the Special Government Allowance in 1992, awarded
the honorable title of Guangdong Provincial Working Model in
1994, National Design Master in 2004 and Guangzhou Excellent
Expert in 2007.He is one member of Sports Architecture
Professional Committee of ASC from 1984 to now, chairman of
the 8th and 11th Architectural Society of China; vice-president
of Civil Construction Institute of Guangdong Province, director
of Architectural Creation Academic Committee, vice-director of
Environmental Arts Major Committee; chairman of Guangdong
Provincial Registered Architects.
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soul of Mr. Guo’s design. In the past decades, Mr. Guo always advocates that a good architecture should provide
spaces for people’s living, production and social activities, and an excellent architect should suffice all these functional
requirements and create space combinations for such purpose, and that is the foundation of architecture design. He
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Construction Site: Zhangian Road, Guangzhou

Completed Year: March, 1983

Overall Floorage: 25 thousand m?

Number of Floors: 9 floors

Major Partners: Liang Qijie, Chen Tiangui

Prizes Awarded:

Guangdong Provincial Excellent Design Third Prize of 1983
Guangzhou Excellent Design First Prize of 1983




