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Unit 1

[Bi) Buck e Cary Way

Cultural Notes

1. Montgomery Ward & Co. and Sears, Roebuck & Co. (HEH LA « KEA K AR MR
¥ BlERATD

Montgomery Ward & Co. is a United States retail and mail-order concern. Across the United
States the company has more than 500 retail stores and 700 catalog stores. The company was
founded as a mail-order business in Chicago in 1872 by A.Montgomery Ward, who adopted the
policy “Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.” The first retail store was established in 1926.
At its height, Montgomery Ward & Co. ranked as the second largest mail-order firm in the world,
but by 2001 declining sales forced the original retailer out of business. In late 2004, however, a new
Internet and catalog-based retailer was established of the same name. Sears, Roebuck & Co., once
the world’s largest mail-order concern, was founded in North Redwood, Minnesota in 1886. In 1993
Sears closed production of its general merchandise catalog because of diminishing sales and profits.
It also was once the US’ largest retailer, but its market share much decreased in the 1990s to stores
such as Wal-Mart, and in 2004 it merged with Kmart, becoming the Sears Holding Corporation.

e ar S « IREEA T MPE/RET « AR AREREEEMMIEAF . ERE, XEAH
£ 500 ZXEHEEM 700 K GZidh B HERYK) HXEIE. A2 1872 i A « 5
A « IREECVR T E A IRERANBERRE “REWE, NRIRK7. B -KEHEE
T 1926 k. EHSENY], AR ABERNFEARHATHLHE . &R T
2001 4, HE R FERaMERMEER TR, R, 75 2004 R, FEHR YR LL
HFA LM FHEERER, IR SH « IRIEAF. —RELZIR L& KME/R
i« P FHEAFT 1886 FAEWJE A M A HE RS, 1993 4F i TR B AANET
TR, PRGNS IEE IR A H 3. PR LR EBE RN EER, 2l
BHE AR F R S A LR S R, Bl SRR SR M5 FF - 75 2004 4F°E 55 Kmart
HH, BAPERITER A .

2. Minimum Wage (B{E&T¥%)

The minimum wage is the smallest amount of money per hour that an employer may legally
pay a worker. It is fixed by law, agreement, or other means. In the U. S., the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938, popularly known as the Federal Wage and Hour Law, established a minimum wage of
25 cents an hour. The minimum wage has since been increased by amendments to the Fair Labor
Standards Act in 1949, 1955, 1961, 1966, 1974, 1977, and 1991. The 1977 amendment raised the
minimum wage in stages from $2.65 an hour in 1978 to $3.35 an hour by 1981. By 1991, the
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federal minimum wage reached $4.25 an hour. And by Sept. 1997, it had reached $5.15. Bill
Clinton, vduring his presidency, gave states the power to set their own minimum wages. By 2004, 12
states’ minimum wage was above the federal level. In Jan. 2007 New York state’s became $7.15.
Some counties and cities determine their own rates. Santa Fe, New Mexico, for instance, has the
highest minimum wage in the nation. Presently, $9.50 / hr, it’s planned to increase to $10.50 in
2008.

BTl “BAR T8 Rigf N EAE TARBRREETS . &IRTRAEH. thillsk
HAh ke . E3(E, 1938 F1 (H3H57 THRMEEZRY RAN BB THfsh ik,
e AR TR A/ 25 364 BEE TS TIERTE 1949 4, 1955 4F, 1961 4, 1966 4F,
1974 4F, 1977 461 1991 SERVET , BAR L RARER D4R 1. 1977 SEREITHERAR TR M 1978
I 2.65 FETC/NEREE] 1981 4F 3.35 S/t . B 1991 4, B BAR T 3L F] 4.25 %
Jo/NEE. B 1997 529 H, & 5.15 SETu/ o IR o SEAKIILE G At PR 5 PO SRR N T
PAgkse EATTH S TR B ARARHE. 2] 2004 4, E£E 12 MM RBAC T B bruE it T BFRBUR
e ) TobrsE. 2007 4F 1 H, AAMBIBRICTER 7.15 7o/t —2BATH e el
# BRBAR THRIrE. By i R XIER 2 EE K. Bl 9.50 £io/hf, XA H
vHRIZE 2008 £E32 = %] 10.50 370/ .

New Words

1. leisurely, lucrative work: work that brings in a lot of money and can be done with ease #%#f}
FATRRER
leisurely: adj. (moving, acting, or done) without haste M7 ], 188K
‘When he lived in the country, he used to take a leisurely walk in the woods before supper.
HAEAE S T EIRHR,  BRAR AT HIER AR RAR IS IS 10 .
—My father does everything in a leisurely manner.
BAGRMAT A ARSI
2. pain: v. cause physical pain or mental suffering to {ii+--+-- 7 J#

—1t pained the mother to watch her son suffering.
BEHILTRIE, AREENOE.
—It pains me to think of you struggling all alone.
R BRI AT R IRAR L
—Does your knee still pain you on damp days?
R 4 e 5 R R e 2
3. delivery: n. the act of delivering (letter, goods,etc.) i, #i%
—This department store makes prompt delivery.
XK B AR B % .
—Postmen are responsible for the delivery of letters to our houses.
32 53 1 TTHEAE A BB B HATTRK
4. echo: v. repeat (the words, feelings, etc. of sb.) FH (fh A K% 8 E )
—The little boy echoes everything his brother says.
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XA /NS B B BT
——Their voices echoed in the big empty hall.
AT ¥ 75 B E 22 R R KT LT

. inform: v. tell, give information to £ ¥f

Have you informed the company of your wish to leave it?
PREVF A R AR EE TS ?
——7I’m afraid you were wrongly informed about the matter.

B RA NI FARE I T

. cram: v. force or press into a small space; crowd %

——He crammed all his clothes into the bag.
MBI HTA AR IR EEAE T XML,

It’s dangerous for so many people to be crammed into a bus.

X AZMABHE WA INERIREK .

.stack: n. an orderly pile —& (Hf. HE)

In Prof. Wang’s study you can find stacks of books on the floor.
FEEBUZ A5 MR _EAR AT LAE BIHERH — 3R F5

—The whole stack fell over and half the plates were broken.

—RERTEITOR, 1 FEET .

. harm: v. injure or damage 153

A unkind and untrue story harmed his reputation.
—MNEREERER SRS ILLEZ .
Don’t harm your eyes by reading in dim light.

AELERRRTETES, XtiFRIIRA .

. cash: n. money in the form of coins and paper notes 4>

I've very little cash on me so will you accept a check?
BRERAEWEZOINE, FIIBCEES?
Fifty thousand bucks in cash is a lot of money.

50,000 E T EAZNIE -

10. entitle: v. give (sb.) the right to do or have sth. 25 (F:AN) BUF| (EFEH)
— It entitles you to at least 50% off the regular price of either frames or lenses when you buy

11.

both

R VRBEZRANGE PR, ARA AR B EE F IE H A% LA L L.

—This ticket entitles you to a free boat tour on the lake.

IXGRIIEE AT LALEAR G B 7R L A RS -

—The talks will be attended by all parties to the conflict.
TSR 2575 #5459 HH R IX L5 A

—The two parties are having difficulty agreeing.
X 5 ARAEIE R — B

12. shrink: v. become smaller ##/N; 25/

party: n. one of the people or sides in an agreement or argument —J7; 4ZH A
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13.

14

15.

16

1.

——The vast forests of West Africa have shrunk in the past 20 years.
TERL 220 20 fE 8], PRI ARMAR AN T
——The advertisement says this material doesn’t shrink in the wash, but it has.
] B A EDEIK YR AN, ISP B4 T .
volunteer: v. offer (sth.) without being asked forit. HJ& ()
—While I was trying to start the car, several people in the crowd volunteered advice.
WIERKE A E R E, ARFHA LA Eshik it @il
——Whenever someone is ill in our neighborhood, Jack will volunteer his services as a doctor.
EFAIEX, AEHANRAENR T, NV — 24 B ERAR S .
. odd: adj. strange; unusual AERAT, A[EFHH
Don’t you think it odd that that famous pop singer should have committed suicide?
MANFE LR TFRRER T, RAREGARG?
—That house has been painted in such an odd combination of colors!
TR £ R T AR IR A
overhear: hear by chance; hear without the knowledge of the speaker(s) Jo& W3], W3]
——1 overheard Bob talking about me in the next room.
IR U B P TERRRE B R 3K .
I overheard part of their conversation.
T AT FABATT I EB R -
. finance: the management of money: (usu. p/) money for a business, nation or person W B(; %%
His company needs a man who really knows finance.
fl i 2 Rl F5 3 — A I IE I B
——Whether it can be done or not depends, of course, on your finances.

XA FR A AT AR A .

Language Points

(Para. 5) I was comfortably settled in a hotel room...: I was comfortably at rest in a hotle
room FAE— ZHETE (1) 15 W) B &F &F AR ARAE: T F K.

settle: 1. place in a comfortable position A4 F; i |k

He took off his raincoat and settled by the fire. fthfii FRIA, RGN KFZALT.

They got married and settled near London. {145 745, &8 TAOHME .

. (Para. 7) Another truck just pulled up out front: Another truck just stopped outside in front of

our house. M —HH-RAAFAE T HATHI TG
pull up: come to a stop; bring to astop  (ff) & F

Bob was walking along the street when suddenly a car pulled up beside him.
I IENTA REATE, TR —INAFAEAE T b 5 55
——The driver pulled up (his car) at our door.

AHUE A ERA T T
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3. (Para. 11) piece of cake: a colloquial phrase meaning “something that can be done or obtained
very easily” 25 H15
After climbing mountains in the Swiss Alps, going up English hills is a piece of cake.
NEit B -l /R B30T Lk, P2 ME R A AR e L e, R B s — Bk
——The English test yesterday was a piece of cake. Most of us finished it in less than an hour.
WERMIEES RB G M. BATKEZ A FAZ] AN EAEE T -
4. (Para. 18) ...but knew better by now than to say so: ... but was smart enough to know that he
shouldn’t speak the truth. fUf AU AL,
know better than to: be wise or well-trained enough not to 7 3kfiKi; BHHH (AET)
You should know better than to go swimming right after eating. VRN AZENIE WG AN 1ZA7
HIP /127
You should know better than to make friends with such a mean person.
PRAZ AL AN S EROX A Bl ) A A
5. (Para. 22) They’ve been at it for hours: They’ve been doing it (or busy at it) for many hours.
AT TR LA T
at: engage in, busy over M3 |-; I}
I found him at his desk. &I EAREAF.
—They were already at the cornflakes when 1 entered the kitchen. & i3E B 55 (K%, ]
CIERMEEKA T .
6. (Para. 22) ...but all this hasn’t made a dent, not a dent, in the situation!: ...but all this hasn’t
made the slightest change or improvement in the situation! {H—17J%% JJl -1 !
dent: “a hollow in a (hard) surface made by a blow or pressure” [UJi&; [YIHT .

——The touch of his finger made a dent in my swollen face.
b FARAEF MR R L — 42 & —AMi.
—The accident left a dent in his new car.
RIS LR R T AR
“Dent” can be used figuratively to mean “progress,” “a first step toward success,” esp. in the
phrase “make a dent in.” dent t 7] LLRIFELUI K 5 S, SREUE “HRPEER ", FRaldf
E“make a dent in” .
It’s already 6 o’clock and we haven’t made a dent in this pile of work.
BUAESE 6 )il T, A HE AR LB B Sk K
—Peter studied all night, but hardly made a dent in his homework.
WA T A b, AR LA E.
7. (Para. 30) The bonus program had worked until...: The bonus plan had been effective until. ..
Kt E R FIT A

work: v. be effective, have the desired outcome Z=%{

2 6

——I don’t think your plan will work.
AR T RIATANE
It’s no good trying that method, because it won’t work.

WhBA R, PR TTEAT .
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8. (Para. 30) ...the workers had no business settling for $5 and a few competitive

bonuses...: ...the workers had no right to agree to $5 and just a couple of bonuses for the fastest

workers... T A& AHHEBHLEA 5 uiMn— S RN E.
have no business to do/ doing sth. : have no reason or right to do sth. #HEEH (BHFD 24
——Mary had no business to be so friendly to such a shameless person.
PR A B XA CHE 2 AE N A .
—You have no business saying such things about my brother.
PRBA BRI BB B R AIIR S -
settle for: agree to take or accept sth. in place of what is hoped for or demanded; be satisfied
with (FCRTZRATH) 32, Hal
Bill wanted $1,000 for his used car but settled for $600.
VURKI —FZZH 1000 378, HENE T 600 EITHMERMA T .
Beth won’t settle for being an ordinary housewife. She has decided to open a day nursery.
ELUAWRE THENEENKEEE. thoveFHr— B,

9. (Para. 32) ... and a like amount for gifts: ...and a similar amount of money for gifts. 1£ 7 [A]

PRI T ALt
“Like” is used here as an adjective meaning “similar.” Like 71X B FI{E L 25144, BB similar
I
—0On his birthday, Tom received $20 from his father and a like sum from his mother.
EHR, HMNEEREMGE T 20 £56, MGG LRSS 20 T,

10. (Para. 40) may/ might as well: have no strong reason not to & #f

—Since it’s a fine day, we might as well go home on foot.
RARALEE, WENTEAFAATRIR .
—Since you are all here, I may as well tell you all about it.

RFHALE, B — VI EVRAAT.

Confusable Words

. inform /notify

inform v. G FRIER A B BOLABE AT 0BRSS AR, W AR
inform sb. that...5¥, inform sb. (of /about sth.)
—Keep me informed of /about what happens.
FIREI R B R AL
He informed the police that some money was missing.
AR E G LA T
notify v. 151 RIEXMH A% LIHIE, #5 of 8 to &EH.
—The college notified me that I was awarded a scholarship.
FROEMB, BPHETTRES.
—Please notify of your new address.= Please notify your new address to me.

LR SIES RN TR T
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2. shrink / decrease / reduce
shrink: v W4 #8524 . 2. ZHUGHRBINGE/N, W WEFKBEEERGED,
JAE KiK. Fe AR g A T R RAREUR S TIR A .
——Flannel is apt to shrink in the wash. %2228 UER 546K .
——1t shrinks two inches the first time it got wet. ‘& 7EFIRZHIN, W46 T H~ -
decrease v. Ji/> R¥FE. AOL KA. R, MME. #. ERHRD.
——The number of traffic accidents decreased last year. ZH-ACIH HHHIEH WD T .
—Decrease the dose of medicine as you feel better. pfiZg SFAMRER, HREBMDAR.
reduce v. Ji/>, FEE R ANMICHER. A, FREE. VORISR R, EREZET
AR “h e .
—The only way to do that is to reduce expenses.
ABOA 275 P M — gV R > A 9
—He won’t reduce the rent of our house.
AN WA 5 AL

—I’m trying to reduce, so I don’t want any sugar.

WAL, FIERAE.
| Key to Study & Practice '

II. Comprehension of the Text

Ic 2)b 3)d 4)c 5)b 6)c 7)a 8)d

I11. Vocabulary Activities

1.
1) A thoughtful person thinks before speaking and considers the feelings of others.
MR BRIENRRRL T, I B BT .
2) The library is closing. We might as well go home.
BFIEERITT . BATEREF K.
3) I'd like to draw your attention to the fact that there is some sense after all in the speaker’s
nonsense.
AT A Z T RN UEE 18 5 Bl b A rOE EE ) .
4) Harry has a vivid imagination; he can make up marvelous stories.
FHRAESRIAESR T3, ATLAGR A AFRAT ik .
5) Although Margie was swimming so well, she failed to win the first prize and had to settle for the
second.
BRI WEWKAREF, (R BREA —5%, HAEEEE 4.
6) I'm quite determined to have the thing finished and done with before leaving the office.

HOREERTITIPAE 2 ATHEIEMSE .
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7) Competitive sports are recommended to young adults to prepare them for the competitive world
of college and business.
YT AR NHERE TS RS By S LA AT B v A S K R R ML O S5 o
8) It pains/ pained me to admit that I was such a fool as to repeat the mistake.
B EERR, TR OHANIKE T .
9) My boss paid me and added a bonus for the new customers I had signed up.
WG HEFETA, KMERARK T HAKIEHENT —EXLE.

10) A soldier should never shrink from the duty of defending his country even in the face of certain
death.

LIS fEAT AT R A A R e O [ KRS, BMEmImAE e

11) Due to exceptionally bad weather, the ship arrived late and the delivery of goods was not on
time.

TP AR, MR T, BRI ALt .

12) My wife was rather embarrassed when she overheard some of our guests say they didn’t like the
meal she’s cooked for them.
NIRRT R AT AN SR AR, it A I

13) People in my hometown tend to eat more sour food on hot summer days presumably because it
could help quench their thirst.

HHK Z M NHER A ELRH VLR Br ), mTRER DA TRIR fr ) A B T

14) In the United States it is quite easy to find a place for rent, but the high cost keeps many young
people away.

TER LR G55 A, (RS ZER AR

15) The professor was reluctant to stop grading the stack of papers on her desk, but she was really
too tired to read on.

HEARYSE (E s A 8 BRI KRIRR S0, (HISERR T, EHEEATET.

16) Bacteria reproduce themselves by splitting into two.
ML —aoh — BRI

2

1) A visiting scholar inquired how long it would take a Chinese factory worker to save up for a

refrigerator.
A A) 27 Ta) s rh DN 2K (R4 RE A S5 — & VKAR IR R
2) The general manager’s telegram informed the Seattle branch when he was due to arrive at the
city.
Jeh R TR AR R P A P B At A ISR B A

3) Conditions in the hospital were terrible. The place was falling apart and it was understaffed.
PEBEIPIRBLESS, bR, ANFAL.

4) At first the man demanded two hundred dollars for the used bike but eventually he had to settle
for half that amount .
AT = F BT EMAEE 200 70, HEEMAREREMER.

5) One of the greatest problems facing the 21* century will be what to do with all the trash



Unit 1 9

produced in the world.
o P O SR A PR ] R R T B A B RS A T
6) The man claimed he’d been drinking with friends at the time of the murder, but the police were
still suspicious.
A BN R A RR AN A — B A i, (HRE T UIRIEE.
7) Normally farmers welcome the rainy seasons, but if there is too much rain, the flood will destroy
the crops.
M H AR RO, (HE I R MK 2 2 SRR
8) It may be a piece of cake to learn to drive an automobile but many new drivers are afraid to drive
on crowded city streets until they have more experience.
IR, RV ZF A HIABERRS Rt R A, HEA TRZ NI FLRA
It
9) An unpleasant task like this needs to be done with as quickly as possible.
BOX T NA TR AR 2 )RRG5
10) The new test should enable doctors to detect the disease early.
XN 0 L A R i R A
11) I think I am entitled to know why I was fired.
TN AR e, BB .
12) Peter has been away from Rockford for quite a while, so he knows nothing about what
happened there recently.
A3 BT SEARTEAT I K] 17, 3 DAAROS 8 H Bl A AR R S 4% — TG BT 4
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1) This morning Patty gave me a ring to ask for my aunt’s telephone number.
AR MR A AT AT ) B R G s S .
2) A special committee was set up / has been set up to look into the matter and report to the board of
directors.
JROL T — MR L A s e i .
3) The driver pulled up by the side of the road to give a blind man a lift.
DR T VR S ME P [ X o
4) Water, when boiled, always gives off steam.
ZRN AR 2 SRR TR 2V O
5) Traffic on the bridge was held up for several hours because of the accident.
BAHEA, HF EIACEBHZE T LA
6) If we can keep up this speed, we should arrive there in about five hours.
AR BATLOXANHEATHE, AT BATE AN A2 4G BE AR L
7) Her eyes ran quickly over the letter to see who it was from.
UBARPRAE R, A RUMER RN
8) My brother made up the time that he has wasted on Friday afternoon by working late that
evening.
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