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My first opportunity to travel overseas was when | was
17 years old. | know firsthand the excitement and the
difficulty that comes with moving to a new country,
although | was only overseas for a year. In this book,
5-year-old Melvin has grown up in Beijing, but his dad
is American. The year Melvin is five, his family moves to
the United States. Although it takes him a little while to
adjust to his new home, he loves all the new experiences
he has there. Melvin is lucky. He will grow up knowing

two cultures, two countries and two languages.

Read this book aloud with your family and experience
not only the English language, but also a piece of life
in the United States. You will find that Melvin is funny,
creative and energetic. He is much like my kids were at

his age! | hope you enjoy his story!

Melanie Allen
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December 25, 2012

Here | am at this Christmas party. This is going .
to be FUN! And there is Santa. But something's \ ,
wrong. Oh look, Santa is so skinny! He must be -0-
on the grapefruit diet. And where is his beard? , \
Santa has a big, white beard. | know it. | don't .
think this is really Santa. Nope, it can't be. And

there aren't any reindeer, either. What

is this? They brought me all the way

to this party, and | didn't even (o

get to see the REAL Santa. | \
want Santa. NOW!!! Oh wait, = .

this Santa is a girl. Must be Mrs.
Santa Claus.




